We shall turn you to a Qiblah that will please you

24:35

God is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like a niche within
which there is a lamp, the lamp is encased in a glass, the glass is like a radiant planet, which
is lit from a blessed olive tree that is neither of the east nor of the west, its oil nearly gives off

light even if not touched by fire. Light upon ligBd guides to His light whom He pleases.

And God sets forth examples for the people, and God is aware of all things.
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Abstract o o o S o
¢tKAa audzRe Ay@gSauAadalriosSa ¢KI U U0KSinwodeQlFy Adas
Place of WorshipMasjid alHaram), examining whether thteaditionally site in Mecca

corresponds tdhe descriptios 3A @Sy Ay (GKS v dz2NQI Yy

¢tKS vdaNQFYy LINRPJARSA LINBOAAS 3IS23INFLIKAOZ Syoga
enabling a direct, evideneleased analysis of the region it depicts.

Drawing on geography, linguistics, historical mapping, topography, climate, vegetation, and
animalbehaviour this research reconstructs the environment described in the verses. By
comparing these descriptions with the natural, ecological, and historical features of Mecca

FYR 20KSNJ Ll2aaArofsS f20FGA2yas (GKS adgdzRe asSs]
about the true location of theénviolable Place of Worsh{asjid alHaram) independent of

later tradition or assumptions.
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Introduction:

For as long as | can remember, faith has been a quiet presence in rhyhfe raised in a
Muslim family and grew up learning to prag,fast, and to follow the central rituals that

were presented to me as the core of my religiéithough | identified as Muslim throughout

my life, my connection to the religion remained largely unexamined, limited mostly to fasting
during Ramadan and performing familiar rituals.

L FGOGSYLWGSR (2 &adtddzRe GKS vdz2NQFy> &Sid a | OK
reciting words | did not fully understand.

¢tKA&a OKIFIYy3ISR | o02dzi GKNBS @SINER 323 ¢gKSy L o
time. 1 did not intend to embark on a transformative journey; | simply wanteahierstand

the Book for myselBut the more | read, the more it resonated with mat the same time,

0KS vdaNQFYy OKIFffSyaSR YSo !InaticddprofoMdSNBA SR Yeéas
differences between the Book itself and the religious practices | had been taught as a child.

What | had long assumed to lgere;theserituals now appeared in a new light.

These differences were not minor details or cultural variations. They extended to atgects

prayer, fasting, and even hapuestion after question arose, questions | could no longer

ignore. How could certain ritual acts during Hajj; circling a cube, wearing prescribed

garments, throwing pebbles, kissing or greeting a black stone, or restricting women from

GN)} @St AYy3a | f2ySs Ideseribg® A GK gKI G (GKS vdzZNQly

| 26 RAR (GKS&aS LIN}OGAOS& FAG oA 0K-bagsddNNI (A DS
worship[21:552« MY TMB EZ 2NJ GKS vdzZNQIyQa AYIFISNE 2F «a
[66:6]?

a
ad

But it was not just the rituals themselves that felt inconsistent. Even the traditional
understanding of the Masjid &llaram in Meccaits very location seemed at odds with
gKIG 0KS vdzZNQFYy RS&EONARO6Saod

A deep sense of unease settled over me. The picture | had inherited, the one presented as
GLaflFYZé RAR y20 YIFIUOK gKFG L ¢Fa NBIFIRAY3I AY
the two shared was a name; everything else, the actions, the practices, the focus, was

different.

While wrestling with these questions, | encountered other Muslims who, like me, sensed
A2YSOUKAY3A dzyaSidhaftAy3as a2 YSiiKSoyieprofokethatthRA Ry 2
historical location othe Masjid atHarammight not be where it is traditionally understood to

be.
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The suggestions were wiganging: Yemen, Egypt, Morocco, Jerusalem, even the North Pole,
each backed by its own interpretations. Yet none of these theories resonated. They felt

RAa2O02yYySOGSR FNRY G(GKS vdzNRlIYy AG&aStF>X FyR NI
my confusion.

CKAa O2yTFdzaAz2y LJzZ2AKSR YS RSSLISNI Ayid2 GKS vdzN
complete, detailed, and not lacking in guidance [6:114, 10:37, 12:111]. If that were true,

then the answers to my questions had to be accessible, provided | read with care and

patience.

As | continued reading over the course of the last year, | stored away every verse that
mentioned geography, direction, or narratigetting. From the very beginning, it was clear:
these verses would either confirm Mecca as the true site or unmistakably reveal the actual
location: repeatedly, consistently, verse after verse.

This research grew slowly, not out of frantic searching but out of a desire to let the evidence
2F GKS vdzNXRFY aLlSF|{ F2N AGASE Fd +SNASA 3INI Rdz
Eventually, a coherent picture began to form, one that differed from the traditional narrative,
8SG SYSNHSR RANBOGte FNRY Yeé Sy3al3aSyYSyid 6AGK

In this paper, | will present the verses that shaped my inquiry, outline the reasoning behind
my interpretations, and explain how these verses led me tevauate the commonly
assumed location dhe Masjid atRaram.My intention is not to provoke controversy, but to
document an intellectual and spiritual journdyiven by a sincere attempt to understand the
vAdZNRFY 2y AGa 26y (GSNyaod L gAff AN RdzZ-ff& LIN
f20FGA2y 2F OGUKS NBFf YlFla2AR f KIN}XY a RS&O
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Bakka and Mera

¢KS vdzNRlIYy YSyGAzya Gé2 LIFOS yIYSa GKFG | NB
Bakkaand Meca. Notably, each name appeawsly once in the text, which calls for careful
examination rather than reliance on later tradition. Let us consider the verses themselves.

3:96 1

The first habitatior(Bayt)!established fohumanityis the one irBakka blessed, and a
guidance for the worlds.

| SNBE GKS vdzNRQFYy OFigtpeyOn a0 KE 1$FHNBASKI GKISo Kl
established for humanity.

The term bayt can denote a house, a chamber, a tent, or more broadly, any form of
habitation.

3:97

In it are clear proofsf the maganof Ibrahim; and whoso enters itissafey R D2 RQ& Of | A
upon mankind is a hajp the Bayt, for whosganfind a path to it;and whosadenies God is
free from need of all mankind.

| SNBZ (§KS v dzNOALY NNFEKRSMNER 2720 SWT INIBY RSNBR Ay 9y =
2T LONIKAYE 2N) GGKS LI OS 2F LONI Kieagala FSSiG o
has a broader semantic range: it can signify a place of standing, a station, a residence, or a
AA0S 2F O2yldAyda yOSd ¢Kdzax GKS vdzZNQFyAO dzal 3
in 10:71:

10:71

11 [signifiesA tent;properly,having more than one poléut often applied without this restriction: and alsohouse; a
chamber; an apartment; a closetndthe like
Sgnifyinga habitation[of any kind; an abode; a dwellihg

2 Theplace of the feet{K;)a standingplace;(S, Msbh;as also  : (S:)or the latter,a place of stationingiMsb:)and

both, a place of continuance, stay, residenmeabode:(K:)[a standing} and the latter,a place of long continuance, stay,
residencepr abode:(Expos. of the Mo'allakat, Calc., p. 13hd both,continuance, stay, residenaa,abode.(S, K.)
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YR NBOAGS G2 0GKSY GKS NBLERNI 2F bdzKI gKSYy K
presencénagam)and my reminding you of the proad$ God be grievous to you, then in God

have | placed my trust; so resolve upon your plash your partnersthen let not your plaie

unclearto you;then move decisivelggainst me, and grant me no respite.

In this versemagamOf S NI @ NBFSNE (2 bdzKQa LINBaSyOS 2N
fAGSNIE LI FOS 2F aidl yRAYId indasis®@Bext2z y a0 NI GSa
RSLISYRSYyid FtyR OFlyy2i 06S laadzySR (2 lfglea RS

Claims exist that the footprints found in Mecca represent the standing place of lbrahim
(magam Ibrahim). At this stage, these claims are not confirmed or verified and are presented
solely as reported assertions.

Alleged magam Ibrahim in Mecca

We now turn to the other verse that mentions Mecca:

48:24

And He is the One who withheld their hands against you, and your hands against them in the
belly of Mecca, after He had made you victorious over them. And God is, of what you do,
seeing.

This is the only mention of Mekka.
It appears ira contextinvolving conflict, where God restrained fighting.

Nothingintis@dSNBR S fAy1l1a aS{llt (2 GKS GFANBRG ol &dé

|.
alye LIS2LX S Of FAY KL akkabigéa SICRO4 S BSNFR (KA 80 SO 201 S
vdzNQIFyYy A30aStFo

 C
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hiKSNA LINRLI A
YSGF LIK2 NAR O f
at this point.

GKFG GKS 62NR
2yy20FGA2yad ¢
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S
o) K

CNRBY (KS vdaNXQFyYy a2 FINE y2 RSTFAYAIGAGS 201 GA
of the first human habitation and blessirye verse about Mekka speaks of a conflict.

Neither verse gives enough information to locate the location or confirm that Bakka and
Mekka are identical.

¢CKSNBF2NBx (GKS ySEG adsSLl Aa G2 SEFYAYS 20GKSN
further descriptions, geographical, historical, or environmental, that can help identify the
true setting of thefirst bayt

Ibrahim

{AYyOS (KS vdz2NQIy |3a20AF4GdS4a GKS aFANRG .l &dé
verses concerning Ibrahim himself. Do these passages provide any geographical clues about
the site of the Bayt?

A few versesre central. Rather than relying on traditional translations, we look at them
word-for-word to avoid inherited assumptions.

22:27

And proclaim among the people the [Hajj]. They will come to you walking and on every lean
mount,coming from every deep ravine.

At this point, it is important to consider the meaningéaijj.

The English termt LJA f 3 Nofte¥ toAvEyS an external duty or ritual obligation, but the
Arabic word carries a deeper, more intimate sense of purposeful movement.

I OO0O2NRAY3I (2 [FySQa [ SEAO2YY

T He repaired or betook himself to, or toward, a person or place; in an absolute sense, or to an object of reverence,
veneration, respect, or honour. He repaired or betook himself frequently toward such an object.

In this sense£ajj is not merely a physical journey; it is a movement of both heart and body
toward a place one sincerely desires to approach.

3 He repaired,or betook himself, to, or towards, syn. g \(i , A, Mgh, Mb, s,) a person(l , A, Mgh)or place], in an
absolute sense: or to, or towards, an object of reverence, veneration, respect, or honour: or, accord. to Kie,
repaired, or betook himself, much, or frequently, to, or towards, an object of this kind: and alsche repaired to, betook
himself to, or visited, a person:(TA:)and he went to,or visited, a personrepeatedly, or frequently. (ISk, TJ , Mgh,

$*) You say also, pkill AeiTM@EC The sons of such a one continued long going repeatedly to visit such a ofie)
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They will come to you walking and on every lean moungming from every deep ravine.

The place God is describing is surrounded by deep ravines and mountain passes.
Many translatorsrendet | & GRA &Gy G>Xé o6dzi GKS O2NB YSIyA

This image becomes even sharper with the mention of approaching it oon every

s

lean mountd & LG &dz33Sadlaony bldwidePaaimadsyanidssS 4~ ¢ KSNB

Another account of Ibrahim provides additional insight into the setting of the first Bayt:

14:37

Our Lord, | have housed / settled some of my descendantgaltest without cultivationat
yourinviolableBayt so that they may establish the Salat so make hearts among the people
RSaOSYyR (26FNR (GKSY YR LINPJPARS GKSY 6AGK FN

Our Lord, | have housed / settled some of my descendants
The verb (Fallytdz0 R2Sa y234 YSIyYy aL FolFlyR2ySR
It means to lodge, to settle, to establish residence.

in a valley without cultivation

Again, a clear description:
a valleyat that time without local agriculture

At your forbidden Bayt
(mugarram)

This word consistently means forbidden, inviolable in@he@n. [2:85; 5:26; 6:139; 6:145]
Its use indicates something placed under restriction.

so that they may establish the Salat

2 KAES O2YY2yteée ONBfymi I GBSRS & ZFWwhBNSHHEIGSNER P2 2 (
Arabic carries the sense of connection, alignment, devotion, not merely ritual performance.

4 XeK(I, O, M®, s, TA)andZXeK, (I, O,s, TA,)or the latter is an inf. n.(M,) andZXeK, (s, TA,)Thebottom (g}, of a
well (I, O,s, TAJand the like, (s, TA,)and of a[road such as is termed]sT, and of a valley{l , O, TA:pr the depth of a
well (M, TA)and the like;[i. e.] the distance to the bottom: (TA:)[and ®veK, which may be a pl. of the first or second,
and perhaps of the third, signifiesleep placesof the ground: ee P.Fn:) andZXeK signifies alsodepth of anything;

or distance between the two opposite surfaceghereof:] but accord. to |1AEr, ZX8Kas an attribute of a road

signifies distance: and as an attribute of a well it is théength ofits cavity, or interior, from top to bottom. (TA.)
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Ly GKA& O2yGSEGZ LONIKAYQa NBIdzSad Aa yz2i4 aa
but that they uphold an ongoing connection with God at this sanctified dwelling.
so make hearts among the people descend toward them

(i I K3hterally means to fall downward,
again matching the geography of a valley below to which people descend.

and provide them with fruits

L¥ O0KS @glfftSe Kra y2 AYKSNBYyG | 3INROdz GdzNBxX
two possibilities: either the fruits were brought from elsewhere, or the valley could produce

fruit under certain conditions, such as after rainfall or cultivation.

Another verse states:

22:26

When We established for Ibrahim the location of the Bayt. Do not associate anything with
Me, and purify My Baytforth@® v A Foy X2 G KS ljnAAYoy>X GKS NHzl 1 nA

G2 KSy 2SS SaitlofAaKSR F2NJ LONYKAY (GKS f20FGAz2
¢CKS @SNb o0l gsl Qyn AY (GKS 1ljdzZNJ Yy omMnYdpoX TYMCM

ReStfAYyIT y2G YSNBte ad2 LRAY(d 2dzidé LONF KAY
be occupied.

God then commands:

G52 y20 Faa20ArGS FtyeldKAYy3 gAGK aS3 | yR LlzNA
Here(purify) "ahhir means more than physical cleaniiigneans to remove practices,

symbols, or influences that corrupt exclusive devotion. The Bayt is defined as a pure

monotheistic sanctuary, free from all forms of shjassociation)

Then follows:
Gorthe™n” A FoyZ GKS Ijn  AYoy>X GKS NHA 1n I YR (KS

Though often interpreted as ritual movements. Its usage inQu€an shows broader
meanings:

"n" & Rhwsé who circulate, visit, attend with presence [37:45; 56:17; 52:24; 76:15; 76:19;
68:19]
i n” & Yiwseé who stand firm, uphold, remain devoted [3:18; 70:33]

5 #izpHe made it to fall down:
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NXHz] 4 those who humble themselves, incline sincerely [5:55]
& dzarnthvose who submit completely [2:58;154; 12:4; 13:5]

These describe states of devotion and nearness, not a prescribed choreograpbgyT e
therefore a sanctified habitation for people who approach, stand with integrity, humble
themselves, and submit to God.

The verse builds a clear picture: a designated, purified monotheistic dwelling prepared for
sincerebelieverswhose devotion is defined by connection and humility.

Another clue comes from the supplication of Ibrahim:

2:126

AndwherlL 6 NI KAY & ARY asedure [arRidhiR Fovidelitd poplé ith fuits,

whoso among them believesin2 R | yR GKS [Fald 51&%Xé 1S alARY
let enjoy a little, then will | drive him to the punishment of the Fire; and evil B thelzZNy S & Q&
SY R ®¢

THE STRUCTURE IS CLEAR
Security and sustained provision are tied to belief, while those who deny receivéoafy
enjoyment at this location.

Having examined the verses relating to Ibrahim and the Bayt, we can begin to draw a clearer
picture of the location being described. ThedzNXQ Iy  S:YLIKI &A1 S &

1 avalley thats housed

1 safe
1 accessible only through narrow passes
1 FRuits wereeither brought from elsewhere, or the valley could produce fruit under
certain conditions, such as after rainfall or cultivation

Next, | must examine Muhammedacationy ¢ KSNBE KS f AGSR> ¢gKI & GKS
his environment, and whether he is depicted at the same location as the Bayt or in a
different setting.

Muhammad

I FOSNI Lyt elTAy3a GKS OSNBRSE o62dzi LONYKAYQa &
forward with Muhammad. He, too, is situated in a sanctuary that exhibits the same defining
characteristics.
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28:57

YR (KSe& &lFARY WLFT ¢S F2ft26 (GKS 3TFdzARIyOS 44
not make for them &ecure sanctuaryto which thefruits of all things are brought as
provision fromUs? But most of them do not know.

From this verse we notice two important points:

1. Continuity of placeMuhammad is in the same place as Ibrahinsecure, protected
sanctuary

2. Provision from everywhereThe phrasé (i K| Y Nh ( 1 dzf t Eindicétds ha® «
sustenance is not confined to local resources but is drawn frartiple sources

To explore where such a place could be, it is useful to consider ancient trade routes and the

cities that once thrived along them. These routes connected Arabia to the Levant,

Mesopotamia, and beyond, and many cities were central hubs for commerce, travel, and

LIAE ANARYFISP / 2YLINRYI GKS vdzNQFYAO RSEONMR LI A
centres helps identify which locations fit the criteria best.

Trading routes of the ancient Middle East,

when Petra was the last stop for
caravans carrying spices before being
shipped to European markets through the
Port of Gaza

PETRA for example, lies in a deep, enclosed valley with sheer cliffs and narrow gorges,

naturally protected from outside threats. The valley relied on imported goods, while being
historically longnhabited. Situated on a major nor$outh trade corridor, Petra combined

enclosure, trade prominence, and strategic security. These features suggest a potential
O2NNBALRYRSYOS gA0K (GKS SY@ANRYYSyllft FyR f2
warranting further versébased investigation.
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Map of Petra

Jabal Al-Deir

Wadi Mosa

Visitor's Center

| == rFoofpath - Steps @ Restaurant [l Museum {

=

5 Jordan Gateway Tours | '

1 Djin Blocks 10 Corinthian Tomb 19 Qasr Al-Bint 28 High Palace of Sacrifice
2 Obelisk Tomb 11 Palace Tomb 20 Unfinished Tomb 29 Lion Monument

3AlSiq 12 Sextus Florentinus Tomb 21 Al-Habees Museum 30 Garden Temple Complex
4 The Treasury 13 House of Dorotheos 22 Petra Archeological Museum 31 Triclinium

5 Street of Facades 14 The Nymphaeum 23 Lion Triclinium 32 Renaissance Tomb

6 The Theater 15 Colonnaded Street 24 Al-Deir 33 Broken Pediment Tomb
7 Aneisho Tomb 16 Byzantine Church 25 Turkmanian Tomb 34 Roman Soldier Tomb

8 Umn Tomb 17 Winged Lion Temple 26 Conway Tower 35 Snake Monument

9 Silk Tomb 18 The Arched Gate 27 Moghar Annassara 36 Crusader Fort

Map of Petra

One of the main entrances info Petra

By contrast, Mecca lies in a wider, more open valley with broad entrances rather than
narrow, defensible gateways. It features some local agriculture and played a relatively minor
role in ancient trade. While it shares certain characteristics, it does not exhibit the depth and
SyOft 2adzNE RSAONRDP/PR Ay (KS vdz2NXQIy

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



15

Image of Mecca

Other major trading centres: Alexandria, Babylon, Damascus, Palmyra, and Silk Road cities
like Samarkand or Kashgar, were largely open, fertile and thus fail to align with the
description of a deepenclosed valley.

I AGAS& Ay y2NIhKSNBalitoNISENT D & dZRK ¢l @ Ya IQR n Q& WIi A
geographic criteria, with rocky terrain and caravan access, but still lack the full combination
of enclosureandtrade significancd®R SE ONA 6 SR Ay (G KS v dzNXQI y o

Taken together, this comparison shows that, among ancient trade centers, Petra for now,
0Sad FfAdya gAGK GKS vdzNXOFYAO LIAOGAZNBE | y I {d:
goods central to trade, and historically inhabited.

To reach any meaningful conclusion, | cannot rely on only two or three verses. | must
SEFYAYS GKS vdz2NQlIy YSGAOdzZ 2dzat e3> b@2had A RSNA y 3
ever shifted in history, God would have known, and He is the best of planners [8:30]. His
gAAR2Y SyadaNBa GKIFIG GKS vdzNRFYy O2yidlAya LINBO
FdzNI KSNJ Of dzSa | o62dzi GKS . FeddQa GNHZS f20F0Az2y

¢tKS ySEG aGSLI Aa (G2 SEFYAYS adzKlYYlFRQa SygdinN

encounteredanalysinghow the geography and settlement patterns correspond with
diverge fromtraditional assumptions.
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Salih and Hud

l1a 6S 02y iliAydzS SEIYAYAYy3I (GKS vdzNQFyQa 3S523INI
attention to something very physical and very visible: the ruins of earlier destroyed peoples

that MUl YYIF RQ& | dZRASY OS 46l a FFEYAETAINI gAUGKDP ¢KS
passed through their dwellings, saw their remnants, and even lived among them.

This gives us an important environmental marker: wherdlahammadlived and preached,
Al KIFIR G2 0SS 6AGKAY Gl Zharfud &B othérkanceri®  KS NB Y A
communities.

14:45

And youdwelt in the dwellingsof those who wrongethemselvesand it was made clear to
you how We did with them; and We struck similitudes for you.

The audience did not merely pass by these ruins, they dwelt in them, meaning they lived
among or used these remains directly.

29:38

I YR A ' Th&nud ayicdRt has become clear to you from their dwellings and the
shaytanmade their deeds fair to them, and turned them away frtbin path, even though
they could see.

¢CKS LIS2LX S I RRNBSaaSR Ay ail En8ThandeNIdy yWerdngtS ¢ (G K S
legendary, distant civilizations, their remains were visible

20:128
Has it not guided them, from the many generations We destroyed before them, through
whose dwelling places they now walKPhere truly are signs in this for anyone with
understanding.

They literally walk through the ruins of earlier civilizations.

32:26
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Has it not guided them, how many generations We destroyed before them, in whose homes
they now walk? There truly are signs in thie they not hear?

¢ KS vdzZNQFYy NBLISsevedml time€.S &l YS NBIFf AGe

The ruins are nadlistant, they are part of the daily landscape.

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUAAAD AND THAMUD?
I FGSNI 0KS v dzNBH YY KieédRriuaity watked arfd kvad inetrdz dwellings of
SINXI ASN) RSadiNRPeSR LIS2L) Sax (KS ySEG adSLI Aa

civilizations.

These descriptions give us physical, architectural, and environmental madarieatures
that must be present in the region wheMuhammadlived.

THAMUDT SALIH

This verse is addressed to the peoplérbamud

774

And remember that He made yéudzO O S 4 4 2 N&nd HeTestbldhedyol iRRthe land so
that you make castles on its plains, and you carve homes in the mountains. So remember the
grace of God, and do not roam the land as corrupters.

89:9
AndThamudwho hollowed the rocks in the valley.

Fromtheseverses, we can identify several defining feature3lsdimudda Sy GANRY YSy (i @

0 They carved houses from rock
0 They also built structures on plains }
o Thamudd I NB G KS &adz00Saa2N& FFAUSNE ~'FR 2F (K.

'AAD- HUD

89:6
89:7

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



18

Didyounotse¢ KI (i & 2 dzNJ [ 2Ardidy of Badpitarst 2 W! | RK

46:21

"And remember the brother of ad when he warned his people ahArlj rf,#and the
warners before him had disappeared from before and behind him: ‘Do not worship except
God;indeed,| fear for you the punishment of a great Day.™

Traditional interpretations often place#€lj n ¥ Ay (GKS a2dziKx odzi GKS
can refer to any curved, winding, or elevated sand tract, not exclusively southern deserts.

46:24
.dzii 6 KSYy GKS@ alg || Of 2dzZR KSIFIRAYy3I G261 NRa @K
ONAY3I G2 dz& NI AYyH¢ b2 A0 Aa GKIFIG 6KAOK &2dz
retribution.
46:25

Destroying everything by the command of[it@ NR®é¢ | YR Y2NYyAy3I F2dzyR
nothing to be seesave their dwellingsThus reward We the lawbreaking people.

46:27

And We destroyed the cisearound youand We arranged the signs so that they might
return.

Fromtheseverses, several defining features ofd can be identified.

0 The destruction came through their valleys, showtmat this community wasn’t

settledin awide-opendesert.

They were famous for erecting monumental pillars

0 The remains are visible as dwellingsKk S v dzNXQFy 3 Ay fAyla GKS
0KS LINBaSyd fFyRaoOlFILIS b! NPdzyR &2dz adza3Sa
proximity to these destroyed settlements.

o

6 A curvingpr winding, tract of sand(t, Mgh, Mib, s:) pl. [of pauc.] (G, M1h, s) and[of mult.] (@,

s)and , (O, Ls,)and pl. pl. and , (s,) the former of these two beingl. of or of , (L, TA, put the
latter of them, accord. to the O, is a pl., not a pl. pIA:)or a heap,or hill, of sand, that has assumed a bowed fofird,
TA:)or a curving,or winding, thin tract of sandiRar p. 51:)or a great, round tract of sandlbrn-i ! NJ-sHJ(meX)blong,
elevated tract of sandir,s:) or applies[particularly]to certain oblong tracts of sand in the region of £stihr:(s,*
TA:)accord. to Jjin the {i] to the country of 'Ad(TA.)Also Thaower, or lowest, part of a tract of sandéndof a
mountain,andof a wall.(O, Ls.)
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COMPARING THE DESCRIPTION & AD ANDTHAMUD WITHMECCA ANDPETRA

| dAy3 SEI YAYSR (KSTha#dd®RAByROa KO R RIS
| Ol y

R
GKS t NPLKSGQa dzR &idple®GeBtions S 2

[N \m)

Ay BER@
&\

QX
- (/))

< 0

Does the physical environment of Mecca match these descriptions, or does Petra and its
surrounding region correspond more closely?

We proceed by matching the features: carved dwellings, visible ruins, pillars, winding valleys,
inherited settlements against the two proposed locations.

MEccA

Archaeologically, Mecca presents several difficulties when compared with descriptions of
ancient civilizations like ad and Thamud

1 There are no known remains of carved dwellings or monumentateotk
F NOKAGSOGdzNE Ay (GKS aSOO0OF NBIA2Yy GKFG YI
carving homes from mountains.

T Modern archaeological surveys and historical analyses note thaisfamic Mecca
leaves minimal archaeological traces of substantial settlement activity prior to the 7th
century, no published, peereviewed excavations have revealed a continuous,
significant urban site with infrastructure such as city walls, markets, caravanserais,
imported trade goods, or datable stratified artifacts.

1 There are no prdslamic inscriptions discovered in the Mecca valley that explicitly link
the region to  &d, Thamud or other named ancient civilizations of the Arabian
interior.

Thus, based on the available archaeological and documentary evidence, Mecca as settlement
does not currently match the kind of ancient urban context that one might expect if it were

~

the primary locus of lonfl 3 02 NRSR OA @dhofThdmudi A2y a fA1S 7

Old picture of Mecca
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PETRA

Petra and its surrounding regioph F RA  adzal = 2| RA wpméentar YR 2 | RA
RN} YIGAOFEte RAFTFSNBYU LAOGAINBE FTNRBY aSOO0OF Ly
ancient civilizations such dhamudand ad.

ROCK-CUT ARCHITECTURE AND CARVED DWELLINGS

Petra is worldfamous for its monumental architecture carved directly into mountains. Entire
facades, tombs, sanctuaries, and residential complexes were hewn from solid rock. This
O2NNBalLRyRa Of 2aSft e ThamudaskaPeoplaahd Oy NIDS RI2 KB XNE & |
FNRY GKS Y2dzyial Ayadé

Rather than isolated structures, Petra represents a vast Iandscape etubakbanism
LINBOAAaSte GKS GelLlS 2F OAGAtATFdGA2Yy RS&AONAOGSR

»

Residential corﬁp]exes found in Petra

PILLARS

t SGNF Ffa2 AGNA{Ay3Ite YIFIGOKSAE GKS vdzZNQFYyAO A
with columned architecture carved directly from stone, including:

1 Al-Khazneh (The Treasurydn iconic facade dominated by towering pillars.
1  The Great TempleA vast complex supported by rows of columns.
1 The Colonnaded Streef major roadway lined with long rows of stone pillars.

These pillatined monuments rise within a landscape of narrow gorges, carved valleys, and
towering sandstone formations y SY@ANRYYSyd GKFG yF GdzNF & |

~

RSAONALIIA 2y & adandTpambd 6§ SR 6 A (K '
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s sasam LA e NN

ALK azneh (Thé :I'reaéu?yj

-

The Great Temple

o

The Colonnaded Street
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRESENCE GFHAMUD

Thamudic inscriptions are found in abundance across northern Arabia and the Jordanian
plateau, including the broader Petra region. This places Petra within the same cultural and
epigraphic zone traditionally associated withamud

Thaml‘Jdlc.}nscrlptln
EPIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE FOR)AD

Beyond its monumental architecture, the wider region around Petra and southern Jordan has
yielded epigraphic evidence that may be linked to the tribe éHRSa ONA 6 SR Ay (G KS
In a study, epigrapher Ahmad-2dllad surveys prislamic inscriptions and identifies a
{FFLFAGAO GSEG Ay 6KAOK |y AYRAGARdZ t SELX AOA
which is understood as a reference to the tribeé aidin the ancient Arabian epigraphic
NEO2NR® ¢KAa SPARSYOS adzaasSada GKFG INBdzZLIA A
were present in northern Arabia and southern Levantine desert regions around the early

centuries CE.

BRINGING THEEVIDENCE TOGETHER

When the evidence is combingilom:
T the verses describindprahimQand Muhammad”settlement (a valley, enclosed by
deepmountains, linked to trade)
1 and the verses describingad and Thamud(monumental pillars, carved dwellings,
and visible ruins),

a coherent geographical picture begins to emerge.
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Meccafails to match multiple elements of these descriptiphsth for IbrahinQ a
environment and for the civilizations ofad and Thamud

Petra by contrast, aligns with every major feature identified so far:
T rockcut dwellings

towering sandstone pillars

visible ruins of ancient civilizations

Thamudic inscriptions

inscriptions mentioning ad

a historical tradecity setting

proximity to major caravan routes

a valley enclosed by mountains

minimal natural agriculture

=A =4 =4 4 4 A -4 -4

This does not yet conclude the investigation, but the pattern is already striiegca
NBLISFGSRfe FrAfa G2 YFGOK (GKS vdz2NQFIYyAO RS&AON
To be thorough, we now turn to additional verses to deepen the analysis.

Lut

After examining the verses connecteditmahimz  { F f AKZ YR |1 dzRE (KS v dz
another geographical marker, this time through references to the people of Lut.

And they came upon the city that was drenched by the terrible Baghthey not see itBut
they do not expect resurrection. 25:40

37:133 137

And Lut was one of the messengé&khen We saved him and his people all together
Except an old woman who was one of those who stayed behind.
Then, We destroyed the regind you pass by them in tin@orning,And at night. Do you not

comprehend?

¢CKS vdzNRlIy adlFriSa RANBOGfe Gwld GKS | dzZRASYOS
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o in the morning,
o0 and at night.

Combined with 25:40, this gives the impression of people passing the site on their way out in
the morning for their business and returning in the evening, meaning the ruins lie along an
active,routinely travelledroad.

WHERE DOES THEURKAN PLACE THE PEOPLE ARJT

¢tKS vdz2NQFYy LINRGARSA | T S@éomniidity. Xofudderstam®tided G K S
geography being described, we need to gather these verses and see how they fit together.
When combined, they form a clear set of coordinates that can be compared to the actual
landscape.

Lu’llived in the same blessed region #srahim

21:71
And We delivered him and Lut to the land We had blessed for all mankind.

This places Clin the same region previously described, the mountainous, enclosed,-trade
dependent land associated withrahim [14:37;3:96]
LG A& AydSNBadAy3d G2 yaamaS Likplcilly SaiaSeav dzZNQFy Yy S

Ruins lie on an established road
15:76
And it is upon an established road

So far, we have established several preliminary identifications: the verses provide clues about

the peopleofLutl Y R G KSANI 3S23INIF LIKAOIf LINRPEAYAGE G2
0S@2yR ONBIR 2dzift AySas 6S Ydzaild y26 SEIYAYS Y
fate and what physical traces, if any, were left behind.

Only by examining these details can we begin to identify whei®@& LIS2 L)X S NBI f f &
K2g GKSANI NHZAya YIGOK GKS vdzZNRFYyAO RSaONKLIA

¢KS vdzZNRIFIYy NBLISFGSRfe alea GKFEG GKSANI Lz A ak
7:84
And We rained down upon them a rain, so see how was the punishment for the criminals.

26:173 27:58
And We rained upon them a rain; and evil is the rain of those who were warned.

Other verses specify what that rain consisted of:
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51:33
to send upon them stones of clay.

54:34 1
We sent upon them a storm of stones save the family of Lot, We delivered them at dawn.

I O02 NRA Y 3 (i 28n Rlkefes D& st thak ils\stanes, or a shower of hard
material falling violently from above.

' Yy20KSNI AYLRNIOIFIY(d REYRADNKNLISFNE Ay {naNFG | f

29:35/ 29:34

We will send down upon the people of this town an affliction from the sky for what
wickedness they were iAnd We left remains of it as a clear sign for a people who
comprehend.

¢KS vdNQFy SELX AOAGE @ &Gl G Satlefibghind visiblk S RS & (i NX:
remains a physical trace that endured long after the event and could still be seen by later
generations. This was not a catastrophe that disappeared without a trace; it produced a

lasting ruin meant to serve as a sign for those who reflect.

| 26 SHSNE 6KAES GKS vdaNRIY FFFANYaEa GKS SEA&GS
they looked likeTo meaningfully compare this sign with places like Mecca or other candidate
locations, we must first determine what kind of physical imprint such a punishment would

plausibly leave behind.

Two more verses describe this same event:
11:82

Sowhen Our command came, We turned it uppermost nethermost, and rained on it stones of
hardened clay([sijjff], piled up in layers.

" HC[A thrower,or pelter, of stones]. You say,}tcﬂ-b”g_é_lf(ytﬂzgg_ng([He is a pelter of stonegapp. meaning

a calumniator): he is not a friend. (A, TA.JHence also,| Uk, (1, s,) or Mk o, (A,)A violent wind that raises the

pebbles; (I, A;¥)as alsoZuBke: (1 ) or a wind that bears along the dusts, TA)and pebbles: (TA:)and a wind casting

down pebbles from the sky:or a wind that tears up the pebbles(TA.[See thesur liv. 34, &c.])

8 Stones like lumps of drypr tough, clay:arabicized frombm” & (5, TA;)5 6 RHEG We | WIWAI + oWs YI T+ Awgue U
Hic! 6 mlagd DWHRYUT 2 UrRqRY U@k)orbaked Cldy:1(I¥ in oji LBR dhdlLboy. &7 4JelibkE chv. drf3tBrigsRIA R U D a

s) of clay (I ) baked by the fire of Hell, whereon were inscribed the names of the peogier whom they were

destined]: (I, s:) so in thesur; as is indicated therein, in li. 33 and 34{ :) or bt Pagin the sur meanskthag, i. e.of

what had been written[or decreed] for them, that they should be punished therewithand btFmeans thesame
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15:74
And we turned it uppermost nethermost, and rained on it stonémafened clay[sijjil.

Ly [lyS tSEA]2YyS &dAc220f NBFSNE (2 KINRSYSR:
like, dense clay stones.

After examining the two passages that desctibe destruction ofLutQa LIJS2 LX S dza A y 3
worda A @282 &nd 15:74), an important connection immediately presents itself. The
vdzZNQIFy dzaSa (GKAa &l YS dzydzadzr £ GSNY -GatAe2Af b

MapyYn GAOGNRTAY3I GKSY gAGK atz2ySa 2F aircaof o¢
CKS 62NR aAr22if FLIWISENA Ay (GKS vdaNQky SEOf dza

o the destruction of U'R

a 02YYdzyAdle
o KS S@Syiu RSa

e
ONRO6SR Ay {daNFG ¢

CKAA NINRGE F2NOSa& dza G2 O2 yabFlRBd\daniefevet (1 KS v
itself.

. Siz RSaLMAGS GKAa
FY 9U0KAZ2LALY NﬁztSN
Quran itself gives no reference to:

o0 Abrahg an Ethiopian general

0 anarmy

o GKS YI o0l K o0SAy3 FddrO1SR

0 elephants used as weapons

A&GAOoE ANBEA SKS2 yI2 11z
8t 8L

Ay 3d
yﬁe SLKIyldasz .Hhé NNJ G A @

tKSaS RSOIFIAfa O02YS SydidANBfte FNRY fFGSN 02y eS

b2 y20 F2tt29 0(KIG 2F 6KAOK @&2dz KI @S y?2 Y 2 ¢
Gaz2ald 2F GKSY F2ftt2¢ y20KAY3I 0 dz
tKSaS NP D2RQa +SNBS& 6KAOK 2
revelations, will they believe?(45:6)

as aR mentioned and expl. in thesur Ixxxiii. 8 and 9(s:) AO says that bt hapmeans many and hard;and

that gmFs syn. with btFn this sense:(TA)it is also said to be from geFmeaningHell; the Imeing changed

into b (BAin xi. 84:)also, to be from AREY IJ¢ URUN Wf Wt 130 q Wn BATEIEIE SORRIOUDYL il Ritac H2LLGI kLT | UV G
from EPEB(TA
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NOWWE TURNTGE A Nifp x WNS WEEEWI ¢ NWE 9cWéEAEEW 9NO xxolW?EEQA

Sincethish NI K dzaSa GKS &l YS NINB @20l odifuld&B T2 dzy |
people,we can now examine it verse by verse to see how its details align with the pattern we
already identified.

105:1
Did you see what your Lord did to the companions of the elephant?

I YUAf y26> GKSNB A& y2 20KSNJ YSyiGAazy 2F SfSL
no story, no context, no event involving an elephantK A & YSIFya GKS SELINBaa;

2F GKS StSLKIyiGé A& | fl1o0Sts y2i &SiG SELX LAY
Later, once we identify the true location bfitQa LIJS2 LJX S ¢S gAff aSS 4K
St SLKIyGée KFEa | 3S2ft23A0FHfxX dedyYoz2t A0 2NJ NB

GKS vdz2NRly €SIF@Sa Al 2LSyo®

105:2
Did He not make their plan go astray?

2 KIG gta GKS O0GdzZt atfl yK

They planned to expélutand his followers:

2F KA& LS2LXS sa 2ytey WOELISt
ﬁies BepeatiEyhhis thi@at Aggin [@7:56]

— O
we
R
Co
R K
U’)) Q.)(
QJ< U))

105:32 1
! yR |'S aSyid [ 3(Tayhfinisucteksivervavgdbabi®) 2 NJi dzy” S
To understand this verse correctly, two words must be explailed NJ | YR | 6 no of
Although’byrOl 'y YSIFy o6ANR&axX (KS -birdaNé@nings, dudhas? dza S

9 also signifies thing from which one augurs either goodevil; an omen, a bodement, of goodof evil:(K:)and (S,
K)and (K)and (IDrd, Sgh, K, Tim the CK, in this art., erroneously, , butin art. it is ,]) a thing from
which one augurs evil; an ea@imenor bodement;(S, K, &c.;gontr. of : (TA:)and signifiesfortune, (A'Obeyd, K,
TA,)whether goodor evil: (TA:)and especiallgvil fortune; ill luckas also  and

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



28

7:131TV0AR=DISASTER BAD FATE

YR ¢KSy 3I22R OFYS (2 (KSYIbefélkied, thaythbught & ¢ KA &
Musa and those with him a@vil omen in truth, their evil omenwas but with God, but most
of them knew not.

27:47 TVOAR=EVIL OMEN

¢tKSe &aFARY a¢2 GKAY1l @€2dz I yR Gk antnisavkthl K @& 2 dz

S
God. Thetruthi® 2dz F NS | LIS2LX S &ddzo2SOGSR G2 YSlIya 2

36:18TV0AR=OMEN/ CALAMITY

{1 FAR GKS@Y 2SS GKAY]l @&2dz Iy S@Aft 2YSyo LT &2
0§2dzOK @2dz FNRY dza | LI Ay Fdz LiddzyAaKYSyil oé

ThusF @ NJ AY v dzZNQFYAO € y3dzr3S Oy RSaAaONAKROGS Yy
people,not necessarily a living creature.

[yS tSEA|12yasRSTAYSE [ onoof
0 companies or bands following one another.
o0 It means troops arriving successively, in detachments.
o It denotes flocks, groups, or clusters that come one after another.

Lane stresses it is a description of groups in succession, not a species.

Ay GKSANI LINRLISN t SE

t—h(j))

Y
I

>'fOI

C) |
105:4
Striking them with stones of hardened clay[sijjil].

This matches exactly the punishmentloffQa LIS2 L) SY adaAi22ocf X KIFI NRSyS

105:5
And He made them like eaten straw.

102 gignifies, accord. to somé, company in a state of dispersighi:) or dispersed companies, one following
another:(Msb:)or distinct,or separate, companiesfkh, S, Msb, Klike leaning camelgiVisb:)or companies in a state of
dispersion.
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This describes what remained: crushed, broken, flattened, and scattered, like stalks in a field
FFGSNI 6KS2 Q@S 6SSYy KINWBSaAGSR®

The people of.utwere leftinvisible ruine  SEF OGf & Fa (GKS vdaNQIy &l &
G!' YR 2SS STl FT@E®3B) AG I Of SN aA3dy dé

The destruction produced a real, observable aftermath, a ruined landscape meant to be seen
and remembered.

LOCATING THE EOPLE OHUT
From the previous verses aboutit, we identified several concrete markers:

1. Avisible ruin left as a sign (29:35).
2.5Sa0NHz0GA2y GKIFG t221a aatA1S SFHGSy adN) g¢
3. Aroad passing by the ruins, seen repeatgdlyhe morning and evenin@7:13%
138).
4. Adestructiontied to thenamed 0 KS O2 YLI FAGNREI ZFPdi KEMApYmMO

Having these markers, we can now test them against real locations.

MEcCcCA

2 A0K GKS YIFNJSNBE ARSYGATAERe BN®WSsedihkvBthey dzNQ I y A
compare to Mecca.
T No visible ruin left as a sigrifoday, Mecca shows no remnants afpse-Islami&
catastrophe or a site that could be described as a ruin left for travelers to see.
Archaeological surveys consistently report minimal settlement evidence from the
relevant period, and there are no traces of destroyed structures that correspond to
0KS vdzZNQFYyAO RSAONALIIAZ2Y O
T b2 RS&UGNHzZOUGA2Yy NI aCKYSH f vAdyNIQ |- ayS I RiISSay0 NaRGONS: &6 € (iYK ¢
flattened, crushed, and scattered, yet there is no site in Mecca that exhibits this kind
of ruin. There is nothing that matches the image of pulverized remains or a landscape
visibly transformed by divine punishment.
T No ruins along a road that travelers pass repeatedlyie verses indicate that
travelersLJr 34 SR 0@ GKS NHzZAYyad aY2NYyAy3a yR S@Sy
route or thoroughfare. Mecca, however, does not have any such ruins along trade or
pilgrimage routes that would have been visible in this way.
1 No elephantrelated structures or associationg: KS v dzZNQFy fAyla GKAa
GSNY GGKS O2YLI yAazya 2F GKS StSLKIylzé @8
connection to elephants or monuments referencing them in the-lsitamic period.
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Conclusionb 2y S 2F GKS vdzZNQFYAO YIFNJSNE | LILISEN Ay
of destruction, identifiable landmarks along old routBssed on the evidence, Mecca
OFLyy2iG 0SS YIFIGOKSR G2 (GKS RSaONALIuwz2ya 3IAGSY

PETRA

If my assumption is correctthat the peopleoflutz | yR o6& SEGSyarzy GKS 1
lived in Petrathen the site should show:

o TheNBI R YSY(iA2ySR Ay (GKS vdz2NQI Y
o wdzAya NBaSYofAy3da aSIGSy &adN) g¢
o ! OfSIFENINBFazy FT2NJ GKS GAGES aO02YLI yA2Y A

Remarkably, Petra contains all three.

A line running through the center of Petra is tBelonnaded Stred G KS OA G & Q& Y I A
thoroughfare connecting grand temples, public spaces, and marketplaces. Travelers passing
along this road would have seen monumental ruins at every turn.

Beside this road stands th&reat Temple now a vast ruined complex. Its collapsed columns,
shattered blocks, and scattered fragments creafesll of debristhat looks much likéP | a F
Y | Q1 fiatfened, trampled, and scatteradS @2 { Ay 3 G KS v dzNQFYyAO AYIl 3!

The decisive marker: elephant heads

The Great Temple was decorated walephanthead capitals
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A reconstruction of the Elephant ColurBrown University

All 120 columns of the lower temenos were topped with intricately carved heads of Asian
elephants instead of the usual corner volutes. Scholars estimate there were between 536
and 576 elephant heads, each individually designed and covered with a thin layer of white
plaster.

Elephants were literally carved into the architecture of a monumental building that now lies
in ruins beside the road. This provides a natural,-ext i SR SELJX 'y GA2YyY F2NJ i
term:

T the companions of the elephant
Not a reference to an invading army, a foreign legend, or a story of elephants crossing the

desert but apeople associated with a monumental structure adorned with elephant
imagery, whose ruins still remain along a visible route.

GComplete elephant head from the Lower Temenos 1999. This sculptural element decorated the columns of the triple
colonnades: Brown University
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Shd ayb

(0p))
P
ax
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(o))
c

Following our placementdfutk f 2y 3 GKS O2ft 2y y Il R
the Companions of Aykah, along the same road.

And We utterly overthrew @nd rained upon it stones of hardened claythat are proofgor
those who can discern. And it is upon an established road; In that is af@réloé believers.
And the companions of Al Ayk&were wrongdoers. And We took vengeance on them and
both are on a clear way.5:7479

CNRY (KS vdzNQly ¢S €SFNY GKIFG { KdZ 4Agkah: 61 &

The companions @&l Aykahdisbelieved the messengers.WHginu'ayb said to them: "Will
you not take heed? 26:1786:177

{ KdzZ I 206 Qa YSaal 3ISkallaso prdifes & ifupidljeSgraghital ¢lue. When
he admonishes them, he situates them in proximityada LJS2 LI SY

11 brush; bush; bushwood; undergrowth; a thicket

- rough low-growing bushes; undergrowth

- a small wood; a thicket

- low bushes and trees

- Barke; boscage; boskage; bosket (n); brushwood; coppice (n); copse (n); davenport; jungle (n);...
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' YRY aGh Yeé Ll3RdeiisiBntauseSdu toye@rimit & that there befall you the
like of what befell the people of Nuh, or the peoplélaf] or the people ofalih and the
LIS2 1L S 2F [ dzi FINBO y 203G FIFNJ FNRBY @ 2 dzdé

This verse emphasizes that the cqmmunitieSLﬁfa_nd AlAykah were neaeach other Close
Sy2dzZakK (KIdG {Kdz FeoQa LIS2LJX S 02 dz RQa.JIS NP af oSy

tKS FT2ft26Ay3 OSNES LINPJARSA aSOSNI tf ONHzOA I f
people:

And toMedian, their brother Shyso® | S &I ARX dh Yeé LIS2L) SI 62 N&
other than Him. A clear proof has come to you from your lGine full measure and weight,
and do not cheat people out of their thingsddo not corrupt the land once it has been set
right ¢t KA& A& O0SOGSNI F2NJ e@2dzx AT &2dz FNB 0SSt ASH

CNRY (KA& @OSNESS ASOSNIf AYLRNIFYyG RSGFrAft&a |

Town explicitly namedThe verse clearly identifies the location asdian

Confirmation of atradinghub{ Kdz I 8 6 SYLIKI aAl Sad KegsS afiet A yy X
FYR 6SAIAKIZ YR RRIZANIOKSYH 01LISIR24IS BKS OAGe QA&

trade and fair dealings. This aligns closely with Petra, known historically as a major hub on

caravan routes, where commerce and market integrity were central.

Pattern of guidance and corruptiorithe instructiomd R2  y 2 i O2 NNHzLJG G KS f I
0SSy aNNBTNIXDKE:E I NBOdINNAY I vdzNRFYAO GKSYSY |
reject guidance, and God punishes the disbelievers. The believers inherit the land, but over

time the community again strays, prompting another messenger to guide them.

CdzNII KSNJ DS23INIF LIKAOKFf [/ f dzS
l.j

| 62dzil { KdzZ | 86 Q& /
¢tKAA OSNBRS LINPJARSAE | RRA | f

a
A2y RSGIFAf & | 062dz

0ANd sit not on every roadhreatening and turning away fromme path of God him who
believes irHim, and seeking deviation there#nd remember when you were few, and He
multiplied you; and see how was the final outcome of the workers of corruption. 7:86

Key observations:
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0 ¢KS OSNBS YSyiAz2ya GSOSNE NRIRé& OLJX dzNJF f 0 =
themselves along multiple weltaveled routes.

o0 The mention of obstructing travelers and diverting them highlights their active
control over movement along these routes, which fits the pattern of a bustling center.

¢tKS RS&a0INHzOGA2Y 2F {KdZ 86Qa LIS2LX S o6& SINIK
Sea Rift, a geologically unstable region:

Thereupon, the quake struck them; and they became lifeless in their homes. 7:91

2SS KI@PS SadGlrofAdaKSR FTNRBY (KS vdaNXQFy GKFG { Kd:
additional geographical clues to help locate Median through the journdéjusfa

And when he arrived at theater of Median, he found there a community of people

watering, and he found besidésK SY (g2 62YSy K2t RAy3 06 IAGKE KS
¢ KSe \Wedda mdiivatér until the shepherds drive hermed our father is a very old

Y | ySbée watered for them; then herned away tothe shade Y R & ARY daé& [ 2 NJ
YSSR 2F gKIG @&2dz KIIad aRyd R2gy G2 YS 2F 3J22

Key observations:
1 Water sourceThe community was centered around a wedled water point, where
people regularly gathered to water themselves and their livestock.
1 Shade:Musaseeks shelter after watering, indicating the presence of natural or
constructed shadga practical feature in a hot, arid environment.

¢l 1Sy (G23SGKSNI ¢gA 0K SILIF2ALE NI ZY FINGSS NEdZNXDI 2ydziL INRKC
physical indicatordor locating Madyan:

Close proximity to the people alut(Great Temple)
Situated along an established, wethveled road.
Access to a reliable and frequently used water source.
Avalilability of shade.

Positioned near multiple intersecting routes.

=A =4 =4 4 A

With these details, we now have concrete environmental clues that can be compared to
visible archaeological structures on the ground, allowing for a meaningful identification of
aSRAlIYS {KdZ 2o Qa t20F0iA2y®
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'IPERA _

"

EVERYTHINGCOMESTOGETHER THE NYMPHAEUM A

YA

2 KSy ff GKS vdz2NQFYAO 3IS23INI LKA Ofrdadsfwhtlr, Sy A N
shade, and strategic locatipthey converge in a remarkable wayRetra, particularly at the
Nymphaeum a semtcircular public fountain.

Located along th€olonnaded Streeaind near a junction connecting another major
thoroughfare, the Nymphaeum providedraliable water sourcdor locals and travelers
alike.

Its semicircular design and builh channels allowed multiple people to draw water
simultaneously, reflecting the bustling commercial and social character of the city.
Adjacent to the fountain stands a large tree, providing shade. While the current tree is
estimated at roughly50 yearsold G KS v dzAk®kafi(bwBushés ShdNdéy suggests
that shadegiving trees existed here, creating a comfortable gathering spot for the
community.

¢ KS b&YLKI Sdzy Qatrategrdlly sigiifizayit Situadted hebegudction, it sits at

the crossroads of major routes through the city, making it an ideal point for trade, social
AYUGSNI OlA2y>S YR (NI @Std ¢KAA LISNFSOGEte fA13
community as a hub along wethveled roads where people intersected.

In addition to water and shade, the Nymphaeum served sscgal and commercial hub

where locals and travelers could meet, rest, and exchange goods or informationing the

vdzNQIFYyAO SYLKIairAa 2y SGKAOFE GNIXRS FYyR 0O2YYd:

Its proximity to theGreat Templethe monumental site associated with the peopleLot,
further strengthens the spatial connection between the narratives.
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Strikingly, the Nymphaeurulfisl f £ G KS v dzNQFYAO YI NJ SNB F2NJ {|
1 Located orthe Colonnaded Street

Positionednear a junction of multiple streets

Provides alependable water source

Offersshade for public use

Liesin close proximity to the Great Temp)eying it to the L'Q@arrative.

=A =4 =4 =

Taken together, thé t Ay YSy i 2F GKSasS LIKeaAaA OnhakestheS | (i dzNB &
b@ YLIKI Sdzy I GlFy3aAofSs SyRdz2NAy3 tAy]l] 0%06SSy
O2y@SNHASYOS 2F 3IS23aANYLKeE>X | NOKAGSOGdzNBEE | yR
to life.

N6 IWJWAz21 k¢ Ukt WGEqaqlll U
By this stage in my research, a striking pattern had already emerged: six major figures,
spanning different eras, all pointed back to the same geographical reggtra.

Ibrahim

Hud (to” &d)
Salih(to Thamud
LUl

{ Kdz 20
Muhammad

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4

Though separated by generations and preserved through different narsagvery trail
curved back into the same mountains and valleys.

As | continued searching for the true locatiorttoé Masjid atRaram, this pattern

reappeared with such consistency that it could no longer be dismissed as coincidence. | was
forced to consider a possibility | had not previously entertairikthese six messengers were
active in this same land, then perhaps othlks: Musa, Nug, Yusuf, Sulayran, Dawud,and

“Isaibn Maryam were as well.

Despite how compelling the evidence had becqmespite how strongly it now pointed

away from Mecca and toward Petraknew this was not enough. I did not merely need
confirmation; | needed explanation. | needed to understand the larger framework that made
all these independent lines of evidence converge on Petra, and why this convergence
occurred in the first place.

Suddenly, verses began to align, revealing a clear and coherent geographical and historical
picture:
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IN THE LAND[ K p HWFT

¢tKS vdzNRFYy R2S&a y20 NBO2dzyd GKS adi2NASa 2F S
buried in some unreachable past. It presents them as having unfolded in a real, continuous
landscape, a land its original audience could traverse, recognize, and physically verify.

Again and again, God issues the same commaradel in the land and see

{l&X a¢N)» @St Ay GKS flIYyRZI YR 20aSNWS (KS Tl
idolaters.30:42

{l@8Y G¢NF @St Ay theKndl odtcorgeRbthe dekiSrywas S 8 Y K& &

Have they not roamed the land and had hearts with which to comprehend and ears with
which to hear? No, it is not theght,which is blind, but it is the hearts that are in the chests
that areblind. 22:46

These are not invitations to contemplate ruins scattered across some remote, unreachable
continent. They are direct challenges to walk the land, to see the remains of earlier peoples
GAUK 2ySQa 2¢y SéSaz FyR (2 RNlIg O2yOf dzarazya

SUCCESSORS IN THEAND

Then come a series of verses built around a strikingly consistent pArdéé: t | ‘arA™® F o | f
successors in the land.

And He it is that made you tigeiccessors of the landnd raised some of you above others in
degree that He might try you by what He has given you. Your Lord is swift in retribution; and
He is forgiving and merciful. 6:165

Then We made yasuccessors on the lamditer them, to see how you would behave. 10:14
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Do you marvel that there has come to you remembrdrm@ your Lord through a man

among you, that he should warn you? And remember when He made you successors after
the people of Nh, and increased you in creati@bundantly; then remember the favours of
D2RI GKIFG &2dz YWWEKG 0SS a4dz00SaaTdzd of

K

And remember when He made you successors ‘afhel andsettled you in the land; you
make castles out of its plains and hew the mountains into houses. Then remember the
Fl @2dz2NE 2F D2R YR O2YYA(G y2674SOAt Ay GKS Si

¢KS vdzZNRIYy R2Sa y20 aLlSF|{ 2F Kdz¥Yryade AyKSNR
speaks of one land being passed from one destroyed nation to the-mextntinuous
physical territory, repeatedly inherited, abandoned, andmrkabited.

Successor, what land?
Successorafter whom?

The text itselfanswers after Nuh, after  ad, after Thamud all peoples already placed in a
ALISOATAOET GNXOSIoftS flyRaAOFLIS ¢gK2aS Nizaya (K
go and see.

CKS AYLIAOFGA2Y Aa LRSNFdzfY (GKS vdzZNQlIy Sygda
layered on top of one another in the same region, with each new community walking among
the remains of those who came before them.

A LAND RESTORED AFTER CORRUPTION
¢KS vdzZNQlIYy NBLISFGSRfeé RSaONAoSa GKS tFyR I|a

restoration

And do not corrupt théand after it has been madaght; and call on Him fearing and hoping.
Surely the mercy of God is near the righteous. 7:56

This fits the pattern of every messenger already examined:

T A messenger is sent.
1 Peoplereject him
1 Destruction comes.
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T The land is set right again.

¢tKS vdzNRFYy ySOSNI LI2NINIrea (kKkSasS yraazya |a a
one landrepeatedly corrupted, destroyed, restored, and repopulatedcontinuous stage on
which successive civilizations rise and fall.

A LAND FILLED WITH VISIBLE TRACES

¢ KS vdzZNQFy R psSthatiogh®as loRtS tim@ NiFbdri€d beyond reach. It presents
them as peoples whogghysical remains were still standing in the landscajpehose
homes, cities, and works could still be seen by those who came after them.

Theseare their homes, in ruins, on account of their iniquities. Surely in this is a sign for
people who know27:52

And those cities: We destroyed them when they did wrong; and We made for their
destruction an appointmenti8:59

These are identifiable places whose ruins remained inthe larikiA & A &4 g K& GKS v d:
repeatedly challenges its audience:

Did they not roam the land and see how it ended for those before them? They were more
powerful than them, and they cultivated the land and they built in it far more than these
have built, andheir messengers came to them with the proofs. God was not to wrong them,
but it was they who wronged themselves. 30:9

This verse describes a landscape once heavily-bailand filled with monuments, and
human labor, now reduced to ruins.

LG YIFGOKSa LINBOAaSte ¢gKIFIG GKS vdzNRlIy St asSgkKS
1 Thamudcarved their homes directly into rock
1 ~ adraised monumental structures
T Their dwellings and works remained visible
¢tKSaS gSNB y20 RAaAGIYy(iX dzyNBlI OKIFIoftS OAGBAE AT
still embedded in the terrain its audience walked through.
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¢tKS O2YYlIYR GiNy @St GKNRddzZAK GKS fFyR FyR aS8Ss
a land filled with abandoned houses, carved dwellings, collapsed cities, and the physical scars
of vanished peoples

A CONTINUOUSLINEAGE

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy NBLISFGSRf& SYLKIA&AATSE GKFG 3JdARIFY
forming an unbroken chain of chosen individuals and their progeny. These are not isolated
figures scattered randomly acro®e earth.

God chose Adamand Nihy R G KS K2dzaS 2 7F L o0 Nlasose¥ll  yR GKS
mankind:Descendants one of anothemd God is hearing and knowing. 3:38

And your Lord is the Free from Need, the Possessor of Mercy. If He wills, He will remove you
and appoint to succeed after you whom He wasHe produced you from the progeny of
other people. 6:133

23:44
Then We sent Our messengarsuccessionEvery time a messenger came to his community,
they called him a liar. So We made them follow one another, and made them history. So away
with a people who do not believe.

And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Yaqub. We guided all of them; and We guided Nuh
before themand of his descendaniDawud and Sulayman and Ayyub and Yusuf and Musa
and Haun; and this is the way We reward the virtuous. 6:84

¢KS vdzNRIyQa F20dza 2y 3ISYySEHf23A0Ft O2y GAydzAd
where successiveessengersand their communities rise, fall, and are succeeded by their
descendants.

2S KI@gS y2¢6 aKz2pgy FNBY GKS vdNQIy AdastF Gkt
across distant, unrelated regions. Through the narrativabmathim Lutz  { K diudlSalip =

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



41

and MiEammad, thev dzNJl&ce5 them within one continuous laa land whose ruins
were still visible and whose history was physically inherited from one people to the next.
¢ KS v dzNXlalfarg Gheflahdd (0 KA &

If this is true, then the same must apply to the other major figures it names.

So now we turn tdNuh, Musa, Yusuf SulaymanDawudand Isa ibn Maryanand ask a simple
guestion:

2 KSNBF R2Sa GKS vdzNQFIy FOldzrtte LXFOS G4KSYK

Nuh

THE PEOPLE OFA BD AS SUCCESSORS OMNUH

¢KS vdzNQFy LINPGARSAE | Of SIFNJ OKNRy28aR IAO0FE |y
succeeded the people &fuh, inheriting their land.

Are you surprised that a reminder has come to you from your Lord, through a man from

among you, to warn youRemember how He made you successors after the people pf Nuh

YR AYONBI&aSR &2dz ANBlIGft& Ay ONBlIGAZ2Y®d ! YR N
LINR & LISNIPE T Yc

Then they denied hingp We delivered him, and those with him in the ship,made them
successorsand We drowned those who denied Our prodfen see how was the final
outcome of those who had been warned. 10:73

{AyO0S (KS vdzZNQIy A &Sydwe RakeSfieady éstblisheddhatihis2 y 2 F
was in Petra, it follows directly that the peopleMdfihmust have lived in the same region.

THE FLOOD WAS REGIONAINOT GLOBAL

¢KS vdzNRFYy LINBaSyda RAGAYS LlzyAaKYSyd | a LINB
destroys a people indiscriminately or without warning; punishment is always targeted at

those who persist in rejection, not at distant peoples or all of humanity. This principle is

central to the narrative oNuhand the flood.
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Never did We destroy a town, but it had warners. 26:208

And never would your Lord destroy the cities until He has raised up in their principal city
messenger reciting to them Our proofgid never would We destroy the cities save when the
people thereof were wrongdoers. 28:59

¢KS vdz2NQlIy NBLISEFGSRf& SYLKIFAaAAT S&a ]
and only for those who reject it. NunQa OF 4S3X GKS RA&0STt A
retribution:

& LINAYyO
GSNRER | f

w Uy

They denied him, so We saved him and those with him in the ship, and We drowned those
who denied Our revelations; they were a blind people. 7:64

And We granted him victory against the people who denied Our revelations. They were a
people of evil, so We drowned them all. 21:77

¢KS vdzNRIFyQa fFy3dz3S A& LINBOAASY (KS Lz Aak
NuhQd O2YYdzyAlteéod LG A& y2aG F 3Ft260FLf FE22R | yy.
affected.

CKAA LINAYOALIX S A& NBAYF2NOSR o6& GKS vdzZNQIF yQa
of another:

Whoever is guided is guided for his own good. And whoever goes astigges astray to his
detriment. No burdened soul carries the burdens of another, nor do We ever punish until We
have sent a messenger. 17:15

Nu€ himself prays for the punishment of only those who have persistently rejected him:

bdzK &l ARXI dGaé [ 2 MNRdersisihgle/dvéller onShe Brl.7226 (1 K S

¢CKS vdzZNRlIyYy (Kdza FN)}YSa 0KS Fi22R | & NRAA2Y |
community alone. This aligns with its broader principle: divine punishment is never arbitrary

or universal; it is precisely measured, justified, and limited to those who persist in

wrongdoing.
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THE NATURE OF THE PUNISHMENT

¢tKS vdzZNRIY LINPGPARSE | RSGFANSRE TKR2ARDIKX BKE
both the forces involved and the terrain in which it occurred. Several verses describe the
SPSyiQa YSOKIyYyAOay

54:11

54:12
Then opened We the gates of heaven with water pouand,caused the earth to gush forth
with springs; and the waters met for a predetermined purpose.

These verses indicate two distinct sources of flooding: sustained rainfall from above, and
water bursting fromsprings

The movement oNuhQshipfurther highlights the terrain:

And so it sailed with them amidataves like mountainsAnd Nuh called to his son, who had
1SLIi grex ah Y& &a2yH 9Yo6lFN] ¢6A0GK dzaxX |yR R2

2 KSy KA&a azy FdaSywLida G2 SalorLIS (2 KAIKSNI AN
of elevation and confinement:

| S &l ARZrefiide ongaimbuntaiih 1] A £ £ LINR G SO
Ad y2 LINRGSOGUA2Y FTNRBRY D2RQa RSO
waves surged between them, and he was among the drowned.

From these verses, several clear marlarerge:

The flood involved intense rainfall.

The land itself released water through springs.

The region contained mountains and elevated terrain.
Confined channels producing massive, destructive waves.

O O OO

¢ KS vdzNRI y Q@ &RS&E ONI AL gbagigént with § fEaté open plain.

Such waves occur where water is forced through narrow valleys, gorges, or wadis, where
changes in elevation amplify flow height and velocity. This is precisely the behavior of valley
based floods.

Petra exhibits all these features:
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T A network of narrow wadis surrounded by steep rock formations channels water into
confined paths.

1 Intense or prolonged rainfall can produce sudden, destructive floods.

1 Archaeological evidence shows ancient flammhtrol systems, indicating that
inhabitants anticipated severe water surges.

1T a2RSNY 20aSNWIFiA2ya O2yFTANYXY (GKS RIFIy3ISNY¥Y K
torrents capable of sweeping away vehicles, collapsing paths, and endangering lives
within minutes.

1 Scientific studies identify a major flood event in Petra around the&tucentury CE,
RSY2yaGNIGAYy3a GKS NBIA2yQa OF LI OAGe F2N O

These findings demonstrate that the region is capable of prodiutoog events powerful
Sy2daAK (2 YIFIGOK GKS vdz2NQFIYAO RSAONALIGIAZ2Y ®

MODERNPARALLELS

wSOSyid Fft22Ra Ay Y2dzyilAy2dza NBIA2ya O2y FANY
In places such as Ahrtal, Germany, and other mountalley areas, extreme rainfall

produced:

1 Walls of water racing through narrow valleys
1 Entire villages destroyed within minutes
T Wauves rising higher than buildings

Destruction was amplified because the mountains contained the weltt@nnellingand

F OOSt SNYGAY3 AG NIGKSNI GKFy fSOGAy3 AG aLNBI
description.

¢CKS vdzNRFyQa LIKNIAS agl @Sa tA1S Y2dzylil Ayag L

valley megafloods.

Two OFEVERYKIND
As the flood begins, God commandsgtNo take a pair of every kind

WhenOur command had come to pass, andthe odehA f SR 2 3SNE 2SS &l ARY
every kind, two; and your household, save him against whom the word has gone forth, and
KAY 6K2 0StASOSade ! yR GKSNBE 0StASOSR 6AGK K

This command is followed by its outcome:

And We made them successors. (10:73)
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Those who were saved were meant to remain and succeed after the destruction had passed.
Taking pairs of animals ensured theagtablishment of herding and agricultu@nd the
rebuilding of a functioning society.

This reflects a recurring pattern:
LJdzy AaKYSy (i Ih adzZNBAGIE I 4adz00Saairzy Ih NBaid2NI

THE BOAT TECHNOLOGY NOT MYTH

¢ KS v dzZNQI NuhRaS 30@NRG0 Shay  (reGINdétional Eohsiructh@dt mnygho (i
54:13
And We bordnim upon that of planks and Cord of the fibres of the pabks.

¢CKS LIKN}YaAy3a aLFyila | yR OBuNdRgtéchnigebiNge LJ2 Y R &
Near East, where planks were sewn or lashed with natural fibers rather than nailed.

What is often overlooked is that communities like the Nabateans were not purely terrestrial.
While Petra is famed for its ladshsed architecture and caravan routes, the Nabateans and
their predecessors also used watercraft:
1 Trade records indicate they engaged in maritime commerce, connecting inland Petra
to Red Sea ports such as Agaba and Gaza.
T Historical and ethnographic studies reveal that fiteshed planks, exactly as
RSAONAOGSR AYy (KS vd2NXQIys gSNB | aidl yRINR
resilient boats in the region, used for tradedtransport

BLESSEDLAND & ALZJ& ? p

NuéQa adzldld AOFGA2y G GKS O2yOfdzarzy 2F GUKS T
mere survival. He prays to be settled in a bledsed!:

YR &l &Y daeée [ 2NRI OlesslslacqofYou #e tHe WestifoNthosedzLJ2 y |

who embark. 23:29

¢KS vdzZNRIFY NBLISEFGSRf & | LILX A gt thé FaBe viRiditg O NRA LI A 2
[3:96; 7:137; 17:1; 21:71; 21:81; 27:8; 28:30; 34:18; 41:10]

This is the same territory already associated ittahim Lutz  { K dzad|} Teaini&d and

later MEammad.NuhQa LIN} @ SNJ R2Sa y20 AYyiNRRdzZOS || ySg
within a blessed landscape.

¢ KS vdzZNQFyYy T dzNuHQS& NJA K BISO DFE MBa:H& K NB a
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l'YR AU 61 & AFARY ah SIFENIKY agltt2¢ &2dz2NJ g1 4GS
and the matter was concluded. And it came to iggon AWN.Rg R A G gl & &l ARY a

the wrongdoing.JS 2 LJt SHE¢ wmmYnn

LG A& AYLERZNIIYyG G2 y230S 0K WIIKES IaHzNRQF FLIRGS®E
mountain. The term is derived from the rootmtrt (FW-D), which conveys meanings

such as:

good, excellent, abundant, bountiful, generous, kigtality, superior, efficient, effective

1 OO02 NRA Y 3 {GcEnglish yedcor thel rddd-denbt€s quality and abundance, not a

particular geographic feature.

[ AY3dA aGAOFWHRE RKXSYNRGIE niKg adlr S 2N OKI NI
goodness and blessing.

VISIBLEPROOFE FLOODEVIDENCE INPETRA

¢CKS vdzZNQFIY SYLKFaAAT SEEQaKLIS2UIKS bHHABRYSYHA2F
future generations:

And the people of Nuh: when they denied the messendégdrowned them, and made of
them for the people a propind We have prepared for the wrongdoarpainful
punishment. 25:37

54:15
And We left it as a props$o is there any who will remember?

These verses make clear that the event, was meant to be observed and remembered. The
vdzZNQIF Yy NBLISEFGSRf& LINBaSyia GKS RSaldNHzOGAz2y 2
phenomenon that is left on the land itself:

Have they not seen how many a generation We destroyed before téanekstablished them

in the land as We have not established yand We sent the sky upon them in abundant rains
and made the rivers flow beneath them; then We destroyed them for their
transgressionsand produced after them another generation. 6:6

FLOODEVIDENCE
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t SGNIY YR Ad& &AdzZNNRBdzyRAYy3 @l ffSea LINRJARS |
NuhQa FfE22RX O2Y0oAYyAy3a IS23INI LKEZ KeRNRf23Iex |

GeographyNarrow wadis and steep, mountainous terrain create confined channels where
g GSN) Oty &adz2NBHS @Az2fSyidfteod {dzOK O2yRAGAZ2Y A L
0KS vdzZNRFYy RSAONAROGSA®

Water Sources{ S| a2yt NIAYTFI{f FyR aLINARy3aa FSSR (K¢
depiction of water bursting both from the sky and the earth (54112). The combination of

torrential rain and sudden sprirfgd surges amplifies the destructive force, creating the type

of flood described in the text.

Historical MegaFloods:Geological studies document catastrophic floods in Petra. Notably,
research by Tom Paradise identifies acsth century CE megiood, leaving extensive
erosional features still visible today, including channels carved into rock and deep sediment
deposits.

Modern Flooding/ 2 Y G SYLI2Z NI NB NI AYyTFlLftf S@Syda O2yTANY
NFAya Ay tSGNIQa g1 RAA OFYy LINRRdAzOS Ftl akK 7Ff2
OF NS ySg OKIFYyySftas YANNRBNAYy3I GKS vdz2NRIyAO |
Defense and Petra News (2@E®20) document such destructive flows in Wadi Musa,

demonstrating that these natural processes remain active.

Visible Proof:Erosional scars, sediment layers, and wa@ved channels are still

observable today, providing a tangible, lasting witness to past flaadstly the kind of
SOARSYOS GUKS vdaNRIY AYyRAOIFIGSa ¢l a tSTa a |
¢l 1Sy G23SGKSNE tSGNIQa fIyRAOKLIST Ala KAa(?
I O2KS&aA@S:T aO0OASYUAFAOLFLE{te& IAINRdzyRSR YI GOK G2

Every cluenarrow valleys, mountaksurged waves, spriAigd torrents, and lasting erosional

features points to Petra as the site oftiQa Ff 22RX f Ay 1 Ay3 (KS v dzNXQI
observable geography.
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Iflash floods in Petra

»
.

Yusuf

It is commonly assumed that the storyYaisuftook place in Egypt. Yet this assumption does

y 2

02YS FTNRY

GdKS

vdzZNQlFYy AGaStFo

I f  K2daK

officials, and major events, there is no clear historical trace of a figure who corresponds to
Yusufin the Nilebased Egyptian record.

. e

LT

O2y G NI adzx

S aSi FaARS AYyKSNRGSR

idKS

by

v dvdskiEs gne biNsSSvisS getaited amd<irBernallii 2 NB 2
rich narratives. It includes numerous concrete clues: wells, caravans, trade, storehouses,
gates, and systems of administratidhat point to a specific social and economic

environment.

I dadzYLliaAz2ya | yR

geographical setting begins to take shape. This leads us to a simple but important question:

ZKI

i R2Sa (KS

THEWELL AND THECARAVAN

v dzZNQF Yy A G a Rusufived\didaBvierhed? 6 2 dzi
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We begin with the first concrete geographical marker in the storyusiuf

12:10
{FAR + ALISF{SNI I Y2y3 GKSYY dépthhfithe wef Sofhe | dza dzF =
caravanwill gatherhimupt A ¥ @2 dz Ydzad F Ol o¢

¢ KS v dzNIQI yYusisithrawhISt@Oa\weIR \Ge¥s belong to arid and seanid

landscapes, where water is reached by digging down rather than flowing across the land. The
verse assumes that travelers routinely stop at such wells to draw water, which already tells us
something important about the setting.

The word ald | & € n NJ) Keads a moving caravan. It is the same word used in 5:96 in

the context oftravel during hajjThe statementt & 2 YS OF NI @I y refiektéd LA O f
known travel corridor, where caravans passed often enough that leaving sonreaneell

meant he would almost certainly be found.

This gives us three concrete clues from the very start of the story:
o A wellbased water system, not river irrigation.
o A-regularly traveled route, not an isolated countryside.
o Organized caravan traffic, moving predictably through the area.

The story ofYusufbegins, not in a river valley, but in a destede landscape, structured
around wells and caravans.

WOLVES

Another environmental clue appearsjnk =~ Q&z0S E LINB avas8fRa F&SH ™S (F&2 NJ

12:13

| S &aFARY aLG &alFRRSya YS GKIFIG &2dz aKz2dzZ R Gl 1S
will be absent of him.

LT Qazo02y OSNY 2yt e Yl 1Sa asSyaS ATiréflects@Sa o SN
known environmental danger. People do not warn about animals that do not exist where
they live.

¢CKS vdzZNRIFIYyAO YSyiaAz2y 2F g2t @dSa (KS
YusuRd SIENX & tAFS G221 LXIFOS Ay | f1
to people

F2NB Fdzy
|.

NE
Y RAOI LIS 4K
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FaLSEBLOOD

Il FdzNIKSNJ Of dz§ Fo62dzi GKS 20t SY@ANRYYSyid O

12:18

And they came with his shirt stainedfaise bloodl S &1 ARY &, 2dz KI @S Ay @S
yourselves. So sweet patience, and Géd2sdza K& F2NJ KSE LJ I I Ayad o6KI

¢KS vdzNRIYy SYLKLI &axdsid GKIANIG 6§ adeib@radd S2 6
fabrication rather than the result of an actual attack. In the ancient world, such imitation

often relied on naturally occurring red pigments, especially-nioh earths like red ochre,

which could be found as soil, sand, or mineral deposits. These pigments were widely used for
coloring, ritual marking, and symbolic purposes.

This detail implies thatusuR & & dzZNNR dzy RAy 3a Ay OhudzRe@rth orNS I RA f &
mineratrich soil, adding another environmental indicator consistent with a desert or-semi
arid landscape with exposed red terrain.

TRADE INFRASTRUCTURE

¢CKS vdzNRIY LINPGPARSE FAdZNIKSNI AyaaraxusuRaAy a2 (GKS
early life:

12:19

And there came aaravan and they sent their watedrawer, and he let down his pail. He
aFARY dah 3t R (MdRkey Fdihivh akngiandfsid God khdwRwhat
they did.

12:20
And they sold him for a low price, a few dirhams and they regarded him as insignificant.
¢KS vdzNRlIy adrdSa GKIFG | dzadzF gl a Gl 1Sy o@& |
well, they concealed him as merchandise and sold him for a counted price of dirhams.

These verses indicate th&tsufwas discovered by a moving caravan, concealed as
merchandise, and sold for a specific amount of currency (dirhadmnei this we can draw
several important conclusions:

o Commercial caravanThis was not a group of casual travelers; they operated as a
trading entity.
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o Existing market infrastructureThe sale presupposes the presence of a recognized
trade environment, with buyers, currency, and market norms.

In other wordsthe transaction presupposes a recognized trade environment rather than an
isolated location.

MISR AND ESTABLISHMENT IN THEAND

N6 WAz k¢ UWOrisuiioll @4 1H#H AN WE OT W Jagaqd 3a1dU0q

12:21

And he fromMisrt2who had bought himsaidt&A & A FSY dGal {S KAa adal e
KS gAff o0SYSTAG dza 2N 6S Y &Wdiebktdblshed Xusufimh a | &
the landand to teach him the interpretation of the narrations. And God has full control over

his situation, but most of the people do rkwtow.

The verse states thafusufg | & LJIZNOKIF SR o0& GYi®aSsicBlyS FTNRBY aAh
translations often rendeMisr as Egypt. However, classical Arabic usage, as preserved in

[ ' ySQ& [ SEA MigrgoBs nét ildedertly derfole & countriRather, it signifies a

major urban or administrative center:

1 A great town: synonymous with | f lwaRYindi¢ating a major settlement rather
than a small village or nomadic encampment.

7 ! {ANIK 2N LNBPGAYOALET OFLAGLIEY 2FGSy GKS
where legal ordinance§dzRn R0 6 SNB Sy F2NOSR®

7 ! OSYGSNI F2NJ SO2y2YAO FTRYAYAAUNI GA2YY 6KS
I RFEIjnG 6SNB O02ff SOGSR IyYyR RA&AUGNAROGdzISRI NF
control.

In short,misris a functional designation, not a proper name for a country.
The second key statement in the verse is equally important:
G Kdza 2SS SadlofAaKSR ,dzadzF Ay (GKS € yRE

al A
This phrasingY | 1 1 | yYySuoff ckakl” i§ deliberate and carries a consistent thematic
YSIFYAy3dd | ONRPaa GKS vdaNRlIys G2 6S aSadlofArak

12Hence A great town;syn. ;(Bd, ii. 58;)a [here meaningity, or provincial city: (M, K:)or a (Lth, IF,
Msb)in which thglordinances of God which are ternjed  are executed, an@_th, TAjn which the[spoilor tribute
termed  and the[alms termed are divided Lth, IF, Mshyithout consulting the Khaleefekuch is its signification
in the language of the Arab&:th, TA:pr that [town] whereof the greatest of its mosques will not hadcontain, its
inhabitants:(KT:)
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onespecific territory[6:6; 7:10; 18:84; 22:41; 28:6; 28:3+iom our previous analysis, for
20KSN) YSaaSy3aSNa>: aiGKS tFyRé O2NNBalLlRyRa (2

PRESSING INSTALLATIONS
¢ KS vdzZNQF Yy YdsENE ANBIGANUWNS G A2y 2F GKS (Ay3aQa

clues about the local economy and infrastructure.

12:49

Then after that will come a year wherein men will be given abundanaradmwherein they

gAtt LINB&adE

CKS QORMNH YyEMNBTFSNE (2 (KS LINBaaiAy3d 2F 3IN)F LISaAx
Yusuflacationhad the necessary installations or facilities for pressing, such as stone

presses, basins, or specialized structures for producing juice or oil.

This provides a concrete geographic and archaeological marker: a settled area equipped with
pressingnfrastructure

TREASURIES TRADE, AND ADMINISTRATION
¢ KS vdz2NQI yYustB&E (I RBAYA&EANI GABS NRt ST KAIKEAIK
trade, and regional governance.

12:55

| S &l ARY a! Llidgasuyids of hE langF@INNI LG KSY | {y 26t SRISI| of

12:56

And thus We established Yusuf in the laindsettle therein wheresoever he willed. We
bestow with Our mercy whom We will, and We cause not to be lost the reward of the doers of
good.

12:59
So, when héurnished them with their provision&,S & ARY a. NAy 3 YS | 0 NP
is from your father. Doyou notseethat IA @S FdzZt f YSIF adzaNBS FyR GKI

12:60
But if you bring him not to me, then no measure will there be for you with me, nor will you
I LILINB | OK Y S d¢
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As previously noted, Mi does not necessarily denote modern Egypt; it signifies a major
regional hub or district with administrative and economic authority. These verses provide a
clear picture of what such a center entails:

1 TreasuriesYusufis appointed over the treasuries of the land, implying centralized
storage, oversight, and management of resources.
T Authority over settlement and distribution:He is established in the land to reside
wherever he willed, reflecting administrative control across multiple sites and the
ability to direct resources regionally.
1 Organized trade and logistic¥usuRa Y S| &dzZNBR RAAGNAOdziAZ2Yy 2
demonstrates systematic commercial and logistical operations, consistent with a
bustling administrative hub.

Together, these elementsreasuries, storage, measured allocation, and regional authority
perfectly match the definition of Mi as a major administrative and trade center, confirming
the meaning derived from classical lexicography.

MULTIPLEENTRANCES

Another detail aboutrusuRa SY BANRYYSY(i QADHXFA I NNPWA 2y a (2
regarding entry into the city.

12:67

' YR KS &l A Rnfer iiohby ofé gate, byf éntér by different gatBut | cannot
avail you anything against God. Judgment is but for God; in Him have | placed my trust. And
AY 1TAY £SO GNHzaG (K2a$sS ¢K2 g2dZ R LX I OS GKSAN

By advising his sons to enter through separate gatds, highiights a feature of the
settlement: it must have multiple entrances or access points. This implies an environment,
capable of accommodating traffic through multiple gates.

SAFETY

puj

¢ KS vdzZNQIYy FdzNIKSNI SYLKIF & AT Yasufigst®meatS OdzNB | y

12:99
l' YR ¢6KSYy GKS& SYGdSNBR dzLll2y |, dzadzFs Missif 1221 KA
God wills, irsafetyd ¢
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2 KSYy | dzadzF GStfa KAa LI NByda G2 aSyYydSNI aixaNd
protection and refugeThe phrasing here mirrors the same language used for the places

where both Ibrahim and Muhammad were settlédK A & NBAY F2NOSa GKS ARS
setting is within the same protective and secure area, linking all narratives to a consistent
geographic location.

BEDOUIN

(0p))
X<

¢ KS vdzZNQFy | fyasBRah yFRAYONf(8S a0 FGYKS GF N2 Y |
showing that nomadic life persisted around the settled center

2 dzA Y

12:100

And he raised his parents upon the throne. And faiylown in submissioh, Y R KS &l ARY
my father: this is the fulfilment of my dream before. My Lord has made it true. And He did

good to me when He took me out of the prison, and brought you finenbedouin lifeafter

the shaytanhad provoked to evil between me and my brothers. My Lord is subtle in what He
gAfttaT IS Aada GKS Yy2gAy3as (GKS 2 AaSoé

This verse emphasizes thaisuRd FF YAf & 2NAIAYFGSR FNRY . SR2d
surrounding area. It suggests a mixed landscape, where a settled administrative hub existed
alongside nearby nomadic communities

COMPILING THEMARKERS YUSURS SETTING
2 KSYy G(GKS vdzZNQFYAO YI NJ SNBruskitNSS SOR2OvALBRREYSYRSSY UF SOV ¢

Arid/semtarid landscape with wells and caravan routes
Presence of wolves

Red soil or mineralich earth

Established trade and market infrastructure

Regional administrative and treasury center

Facilities for pressing crops

Settlements with multiple gates or entrances
Protected, sheltered environment

Evidence of Bedouin life in the vicinity

=A =4 =4 =4 4 -4 4 -4 -4

Examining these markers against historical and archaeological evidence, Petra stands out as a
uniquely fitting candidate for the setting dMusuf

1 Arid landscape and caravan routeBetra functioned as an oasis along major trade

routes connecting Arabia, the Levant, and the Gulf. Strategically placed wells and
cisterns served travelers along these paths.
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1 Presence of wolvesthe surrounding mountainous desert historically supported wild
dogs, including wolves, as documented in ecological studies of the region.

1 Red soil and mineratich earth:t S i NI Qa & I ayidhaai WadiSontih o T &
NAOK fl&8@SNB (GKIFG yFradz2N» ff& LINPRdIdzOS NBR 20
red pigment or soil.

1 Established tradeAs the Nabatean trade hub, Petra controlled the movement of
spices, incense, and textiles. Excavated marketplaces reveal organized commercial
activity, matching the depiction of a caravanented economy.

1 Agricultural pressing facilitiesRockcut terraces, wine and olive presses, and cisterns
demonstrate local processing of agricultural produce, in line with the reference to
pressing crops.

1 Multiple gates and entrancest SG N} Qa4 RS&A3IYy | YR & dzZNNRdzy RA )
several access points through the canyon and plateau, allowing controlled entry for
residents and traders.

1 Protected, sheltered environmentThe city is naturally secured by cliffs, gorges, and
hidden valleys, offering safety from raiders and harsh desert conditions, consistent
GAUK (GKS RSAONALIIA2Y 2F | dzadzZFQa &aSaitSySy

T Bedouin life:Archaeological and historical evidence indicates nearby nomadic
SyOlF YLYSyGaz NBTFftSOlGAy3a GKS . SR2dzAy LINBasS

Taken together, these features do not merely suggest a generic location in the southern
Levant. Rather, they converge on Petra with striking specificity: its topography, trade
infrastructure, agricultural terraces, multiple gates, and natural protection correspond
Of 2aSte (2 (GKS vdaNXQIYyAO YIN]SNARO®

L& | FAYLFE y2 0 Svasufasoéng apgeitied oer LINBS atSo/ i S
treasuries of thelanbé LYy G SNBaGAy It es GKS FANRIOI Y2ydzySy
SYGSNRAY 3 t SGNF QaalYRET ¥& 6 & ©dife&NetisR tinEBod &
NEYIFAya RSolFIGSRE GKA&a O2AYyOARSYOS 0Si0G6SSy (K
highlights a remarkable alignment between the narrative and the physical site.
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The Treasury

Musa

It is widely assumed that the narrativeiusal Y R CA NWI gy dzy¥F2f Ra Sy d AN
tKA&d OASo Aa RSSLIE & SYOSRRSR I ONRaa NBfAIA2d
consistently presents itself as reporting events as they truly occurred, rather than merely

repeating inherited assumptions.

2 KSy (GKS vdzNOFyAO | 002dzyi Aa SEIFYAYSR 2y AGa
ecology, and narrative structuyé invites a careful reassessment of these |dredd
conclusions.

Earlier analysis of the people of Madyan has already showrMioag, at a significant stage

of his life, was present in Petra, specifically at the Nympha&@812p; 28:23; 20:40

.dZAf RAY3 2y (KAa F2dzyRFGA2y>S Al 06S02YSa ySoOS
passages to determine where the broader narrative truly unfolds.

MusaA & GKS Y2aid FTNBIldsSydte YSyiAz2ySR LINBLKSG )
numerous surahs. These passages consistently include environraedig¢ographiaetails.

2 KSy O2YLIAEtSR:I GKS& F2N¥Y | O2KSNByld asSidAy3a:s
description points genuinely to Egypt, or to a different landscape altogether.

THE MEANING OFFIRIAWN

¢ KS vdzZNQFyYy ¥FNBIj doSGR(Y Ye2 yNBT SiNl yviidzt F G SR a at KI |
translations often treat it as a proper name for the rulers of Egypt, a closer Iqok ay’ S Q &

Lexiconreveals a broader and more precise understanding:
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[Pharaoh} the surname of ElVeleedibn-Mus'ab, king of Egyptii) or the surname of every king of Egyt:) or it
signifies,(s,) or signifies also(l,) [app. used as a proper nameahyone inordinately proudr corrupt or unbelieving;(d,
s;) insolent and audacious in acts of rebellian disobediencepr extravagant therein and in wrongdoingas

also and ; (s;) the lastmentioned by IKh, from Fr, and anomalo(g4:)pl. .(Mb,s, TAltis said in a
trad., [app. meaningdne of us is the Pharaoh of this peoplenation]. (T in one of my copies of the
0, and )

LYy 2GKSNJ 62NRAX CANWIgy Ay (GKS vdz2NXQFy Aa yz2i
title, but a designation for a ruler marked by arrogance, oppression, and defiprezasely
the traits attributed to him in the narrative.

This is evident in the following narratives:

7:127

And the eminent ones among the people of Fird@n A R Nyoudeavk Musa and his people
G2 62N] O2NNMzLWiA2Y Ay GKS flyRZ FyR fSI@S &2
and shamingtheir women; forindeed we have them in subjugation.

28:4

Fir'awnbecame mighty in the land, and he turned its people into factions; he oppressed a
group of them by killing their sons astamingtheir women. He was of those who
corrupted.

tKdzaZ 6KSYy (KS vdzZNQlFIy NBO2dzyia (GKS ad2Ne 27
sense: a symbol of arrogant, unjust authority, rather than merely a historical pharaoh of
Egypt.

THE PHARAOHS COLUMN

| F @dAy3 Ot F NAFASR (GKS YSIyAy3d 2F CANIIFéys 6S
0KS vdzNRFYy ® adz GALX S OSNBRS&a RSAONAROGS | aiNMzO0
adYo2ftA0Ltt& aNBIFIOK G28FNR 0KS KSI @Syac¢y

28:38
AndFirawri  ARY ah SYAYySyd 2ySay I L KI@S y2id (y?2

1TAYRES T2N YSI h and makeygfor o a2ofver,ihét$ might Idoke Bpon
the god of Musa; and | think him of the liars.
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40:36
And Firawrd I ARY d&h I nYnyY o6dAfR F2NJ YS I (G26SNE

40:37

The causesfthe heavensi KI & L YAIKG 221 dz2a2y (GKS D2R 271
And thus was made fair to Fir'awhe evil of higleed, and he was turned away frahe
path; and the plan of Fir',amwas only in ruin.

7:137

And We let the people who were being oppressed inherit the east and the west of the land
that We had blessed in. And the gowedrd of your Lord was completed towards the Children
of Israel for their patience; arid/e destroyed what Firawn and his peoplere doing, and

what they built.

¢ KS v dzNRI y ndntin#atal didweri8giconistructionsomething conspicuous,
audacious, and intended to display human arrogance.

Remarkably, Petra contains a structure that corresponds closely to this description: the
Column of Pharaoh

1 Location and visibilityt 2 aAGA 2y SR 2y 3 tSUNIQa YIAYy 1
surrounding terraces, the Column of Pharaoh is a freestanding, stestéad
monument. Its original height, according to archaeological surveys, would have been
greater than the surviving remains, creating a dramatic vertical presence in the city.

1 Culturalmemory] 2 0F f f 83X (GKS Y2y a8y akKgsE ORf tdz8R
LINBASNBAY3I | F2f1 YSY2NER fAy{1{Ay3a Al G2 ad

1 Symbolic placementtts isolated and prominent location would have made it a highly
GrAaAOES A0FGSYSYylG 2F lFdziK2NAGE | yR LR 6SNE
2F CANI I gyQa FYOoAGA2dzA YR LINARSTFdz o0dzAif R

CKAA EtAIYYSYyid 06SG6SSy (GKS vdzZNQIFIyAO | O02dzyi
convergence of textual description, geographic context, and archaeological evidence.
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t KEN}2KQ& / 2€dzyy Ay t Sa N}

SIGNS SHOWN TOFIRAAWN

¢KS vdzZNQFIYy NBEO2dzyda GKIFIG CANWIGY ol a akKz2gy Y
geographic and environmental details that help pinpoint the setting of these events.

7:133
SoWe sent them the flood, and the locust, and the lice, and the frogs, and the blood,; all
detailedsigns; but they turned arrogant, they were a criminal people.

Most of these phenomendocusts, frogs, and floogare not unique to any specific location.
The mention of blood, however, stands out as a tangible geographic and environmental clue.

Natural events can cause water to turn red resentlyobserved at Hormuz Island, Iran,
where ironrich sands color coastal waters.

{AYAfI NI & tSUGNIY¥Qa alyRalz2yS OftAFTTA | YR & dzNN
its distinctive rosaed hue. Rainfall could plausibly wash this pigment into local

watercourses, producing a dramatic, bletkk effect, a natural phenomenon that resonates
AONRATAYy3IEE 6A0GK GKS vdz2NRFYAO | 0O02dzy (i @
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Hormuz Island, Iran

SNAKE
¢KS vdzZNQFy NB WBsabias RE B RIS alONRAY0aSTa2 NY Ay 3 Ay G2

107 :7
So he cast his staff and then was it a clear snake

20:20
And he cast it down, and then was it a snake maving

Remarkably, Petra preserves a tangible connection to snakes in its art and architecture.
Several monuments and tombs in the region feature snake motifs. Notable examples include
thesoOF f £t SR a{yl 1S az2ydzySyié¢ FtyR GKS a{ylF1S ¢2

~
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Snake Monument

Snake Tomb

¢KS O2yliAydzAaGe 0SG6SSYy GKS vdzNRFIYyAO AYlFIASNE
another geographic and cultural marker, reinforcing the link between the narrativust
and the Petra region.

THE EXIT OFFIRAAWN: GEOGRAPHICMARKERS

¢tKS vdzNQFry RSaAONRO6Sa (GKS 2dzid2YS 2F CANI I 46yQ

the Children of Israel:

And We turned them out of gardens and springs,
And treasures and a noble magam.
Thus!And We caused the children of Israel to inherit th2&5759

Several geographic and material markers emerge from this passage:
1 Gardens and springs
1 Treasures
T b2oft S adldAz2y o6YFIlLFY {1FNbpYO

These features correspond closely with Petra:
1 Gardens and springgirchaeological evidence documents terraced gardens, cisterns,

and water channels in Petra, fed by natural springs and carefully engineered hydraulic
systems.
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1 TreasuresThe surrounding mountains and valleys contain rich mineral deposits and
iron-rich stone, historically exploited for trade, construction, and commerce.

1 Economic hubPetra functioned as a major center of wealth and trade, controlling
caravan routes connecting Arabia, the Levant, and the Gulf. Excavated marketplaces,
d02NF3S FILOAtAGASEAYS YR AYTFNF aildNUHzOGdzNBE 02
SO2y2YAO AYLERNIIYyOS: RANBOGf& NBFfSOUGAYS3

b2l ofeéx GKS vdz2NQFYy dzaSa (GKS &ERRdthal jIY KSNB
GalljlrYy 2F LON}KAYE |G . I ingigndls tlaki8s sie&act Iy GA2Y
YSNBte lye t20FGA2y> odzi I LXFOS ftAY1SR (2 L
geographic focus on a singular, prominent ar@etra

INHERITANCE OF THEAND BY THECHILDREN OHFSRAEL

QX
c

R
[N
c

A
w

I TGSNI KS R2%wyFK S tv NQICA N§ Y 18K/ a AT S
Israel, were granted the land.

Key verses illustrate this:

17:102
17:103
17:104

| S &FARY da,2dz 1{y2¢6 GKIFIG y2 2yS KIFa asSyid G(GKSa
the earth as visible proofs. And | think that you Firawn are destréystihe wished to turn

them outof the land; and We drowned him and those with him all togethed We said,

FFGSNI KAYS (2 GKS OKAfRNBY 2F LaN} Sty a5¢Stf
the Hereafter, We will bring you in a mixed multitude.

28:5

And We desired to give grace to those who were oppressed in the land, and to make them
leaders, and to make them the inheritors,

28:6

And to establish them in the land, and to show Firawyf R | an¥ thait forces through
themwhat they feared.
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7:137
And We let the people who were being oppressed inherit the east and the west of the land
that We had blessed irAnd the goodvord of your Lord was completed towards the Children
of Israel for their patience; and We destroyed what Firawn and his pae@pédoing, and
what they built.

Verse 7:137 is particularly significant. It explicitly describes the inherited land as blessed,
SOK2Ay3 GKS &lYS g2NRAY3I dzaASR AYy oYdc Ay O2y
NBLISGAGAZ2Y SYLKIaAl Sa GKIG GKS vdaNXQFyYy O2y&aia
region, linking the inheritance of the Children of Israel directly to the geographic area
F3a20AF0SR 6A0GK LONYKAYQa aSdatSySydao

THE CHILDREN ORSRAEL

| F @Ay 3 S&aidl of wasre@diediark thé ChitdieNadf Isrdey/inherited the land,
the next question arise®WK I G 1Ay R 2F fFyR RAR (KS vdzZNRIyYy R

Sacred land
¢KS vdNQFy SELX AOAGEE OfFNAFASE GKS yI Gd2NB 2
5:21

O my people: enter the sacred lantich God has prescribed for you; and turn not back, for
82dz oAttt Gdz2NYy ol O1 Fa f2aSNa®E

This verse leaves no ambiguity. The land to wMcisaleads his people al-arA
al-muqgaddasah the sacred landThis designation aligns directly with earlier references to
the same blessed and protected region associated litAhim

Entering the City: A Linguistic Marker

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy RSaAONAO6Sa (GKS SyiNB 2F (GKS [/ KAfRN
instruction:

2:58
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l' YR 6KSYy 2SS AFARY Ga9yGSNI GKAAa OAdGez FyR Sl
gate in submissiort, Y R AblsadvationYhita] 3We will forgive you your offences, and will
K

AYONBIFAS GKS R2SNAR 2F 322 R®E

2:59

But the wicked altered what was said to them to a different saying, thus We sent down upon
the wicked an affliction from the heavefts what wickedness they were in.

What makes this passage especially striking is the linguistic detail preserved by early

f SEAO23INI LIKSNAD® | OO02NRA Yy 3 &rZh, thdchiden afilsfa8 EA 02 v =
pronounced a Nabataean expression, suchiZ@O a dzmijin'® K & K dzNidanirgn

GNBR ¢KSI (o¢

¢tKAAa fAy3IdzAiadAaAO RSGIFIAET A& KAIKEE@ aAIYAFAON Y
firmly within the Nabataean cultural and linguistic sphere.

Ayn Musa- Spring of Musa

¢CKS vdzNRFY AYyiNRRdzZOS&a I 02y ONBusabringrg NI LIK A O
water:

2:60

And whenMusa sought water for his people;30S &l ARY G{ GNAR1S G6AGK &2«
then there gushed therefrom twelve springs; each people knew its drinding OSY G 9 G I
drink of the provision of God, and commit not evil in the land as corrupters.

I NRO]l @ASEtRAY3I YdzZ GALIX S ALINAYy3IEAT a RSAONRO
groundwater emerges from fractured rock, not flat floodplain rivers.

¢tKA&a FftAdya Ofz2aSte gAGK tSGNIQa KeRNR3IS2f 23
Dead Sea Transform, a tectonically active region where fractured sandstone and limestone
formations create conditions for springs to emerge from rock faces. Suckctatilled

I ljdzZA FSNE y I GdzNI £ £ &8 LINRPRdAzOS Ydzf GALIX S RA&OKI NH
distinct drinking places.

B put they changed this saying;r, Sgh, Kusing for it a Nabathean expressidgfay, TA;saying A® So® ¢ NBR 6KS
a(Sgh, K.accord. to ESSuddee and Mujahid; or, accord. to lAar,
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Y2y 3 t S NJAmMusa(ShvdlgbiVdses, Arabic: ), located just north of
WadiMusanear the main archaeological zone. The spring emerges from fractured
sandstone, feeding cisterns, reservoirs, and local channels, and continues to supply water to
the area today.

Archaeological surveys in Petra document roagkchannels, cisterns, dams, and gradeg
distribution systems, which directed spring water to different sectors of the settlement.
MEGOKAY3 Of2aSte (GKS vdNQFyAO RSGIAE GKFG &S

Ayn Musa

For water to burst forth from rock, two conditions must exist:
1. a saturated subsurface aquifer
2. fractures or faults that allow the water to emerge.

This sharply narrows the range of plausible landscapes.-#atifty, rockcut environment

with fractured aquifers and natural springs, such as Petra, fits the description far more

precisely than a lovlying floodplain dependent on surface rivers.

¢KS vdzNRFYyAO ¢g2NRAY3I (Kdza NBFESOGa || ALISOATA

by rock, faulting, springs, and engineered channels and cistierasires extensively
documented at Petra.

Manna and quails

Another clear indicator of the location comes from the provisions given to the Children of
Israel

2:57

And We caused the cloud to overshadow you; and We sent down upon you manna and
quailssa 9 G 2F GKS 3F22R (KAy3aa GKIFIG 2SS KIFI@S LINRO
they wronged their souls.
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Botanical and historical sources suggest timainnalikely refers to a natural sweet substance
produced in desert environments, either from tree sap or as honeydew excreted by scale
insects on certain trees.

Key candidate species include Tamarix (tamarisk) and Fraxinus (manna ash). These trees
produce a seasonal, rastependent exudate that has historically been collected for
consumption.

Ethnobotanical studies confirm that such manna is regionally specific and appears following
NFAYFLEtf S@SyiGaz O2yaradSyid gA0K GKS vdzZNQIF yA
Both Tamarix and Fraxinus species are native to the southern Levant, including southern

Jordan and the Petra region. Local Bedouin traditions historically collected sweet exudates

from these trees after rains, providing a plausible environmental and cultural context for the
vdzNQF YAO RSAONRLIGAZ2Y D

The sequence, cloud followed by manivar § OKSa t S N} Qainfadifthey G A O LJI
mountainous valley triggers natural exudates from these tregsoviding a locally available,
sustainable food source.

¢tKAAa SO2t23A0Ft RSGIFIATZ 6KSY O2YO0AYSR gAOK 0
strengthens the identification of the sacred land with tRetra region showing that the

narrative is deeply rooted in the specific environmental realities of the area.

The bird referred to as Ay (KS vdz2ZNQFy O2NNBalLlRyRa (2 0KS
coturnix), a wellocumented migratory species in the western Palearctic region.

The common quail breeds across Europe and western Asia and migrates south toward Africa
in autumn, returning north in springd.he Levantine corridor, including Jordan, Israel, and
surrounding regions is a major flyway used by hundreds of millions of birds annually during
migration.The Jordan Valley and adjacent uplands, situationally not far from Petra, function
as an important passage route for migratory bingsluding quail
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MPQ 2002

Main migration paths of the Common Quail Coturnix coturnix to/from the West Palearctic

Rain and Quail Descent

Quiails tend to descend into valleys and forage after rain, rather than flying during heavy
downpours.

Migratory quails often travel at night and will delay movement during storms, choosing to

fryR Ay &AKStGSNBR GSNNIAY 6KSYy oSIFGKSNI O2yRA
sequence: clouds (rain) precede quailsK S lj dz A f Q& F NNAR Q@I f | F4G4SNI Of
but part of naturalbehaviour as the birds seek available food and roosting areas when winds

and rain subside.

DESCEND

Yet, despite the manna and quails prowddéne Children of Israel demanded crops requiring
fertile, welkirrigated soil cucumbers, garlic, lentils, and onions.

2:61
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Andwhere 2dz & ARY dah adzalyY ¢S gAftt y2i SyRdzINBE 2y
bring forth for us of what the earth grows of its green herbs, and its cucumbers, and its

garlick YR AlGa fSY(dAfazazdaydi R G812 BYIRYRIDETS ST ANMIARS
better?Descend [Msr ], YR &2dz ¢Aff KI @S gKI G &2dz KI @S
wretchedness were pitched upon them; and they incurred wrath from God, for it is that they

denied the proofef God! And they killed the prophets without cause,it is thatthey

opposed and they exceeded all bounds!

Their demandscrops like cucumbers, garlic, lentils, and oniarguiredveryfertile,
irrigated land unavailable in thequrrentf 2 O G A2y ® ¢ KS v dzNQFYy SELX AO
moral accountabilityWWrongdoing and ingratitude result in dispossession

¢l 1Sy G23S0GKSNE ;mokusnenabedtisiiugtidns) spihigsiing ahl quail,
snake motifs converge on a singlandscape. Petra alone exhibits this combination of
geological, hydrologicaind ecologicafeatures.

The textual and material evidence align with remarkable precision, making Petra the most
plausible setting for the narrative dlusa Fir'awnand the Children of Israel.

Dawud & Sulayman

It is commonly assumed that the kingdoms and palacd&asiudand Sulaymarwere

centeredin Jerusalem or its immediate surroundings. This assumption, however, rests largely

2y fFOSNI KAAG2NROFE GNIYRAGAZ2Y D 2 KSYy (KS vdzZNO
consistent and internally grounded picture that invites reconsideration.

38:26

O Dawud: We have appointed yogwaccessor of the lando judge between people with

justice] YR F2tft2¢ y20 OFAYy RSAANB fSaid AG OFdzaS
stray from the path of God will have a severe punishment because they forgot the Day of
Reckoning.

Across multiple passages, God state$, S Y I RS (i K Sanda&2d30 Q8- adda2SN& 0 K S Y
A Y KSNR G( ()Kli&guade yepeatedly used for communities that assume authority
over a land previously settled and judg@d100;7:128;7:137 21:10528:544:28).

If this pattern is applied consistently, the account®afvudand Sulaymarcannot be
treated as exceptions. Their authority, judgment, and dominion would belong to the same
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continuous geographic and sacred landscape. It therefore becomes necessary to examine the
remaining passages concernidgwudand Sulaymarto determine whether they confirm
this continuity

KINGDOM:

The first passage to be examine®islayma®@d 26y & dzLIJLIX A OF A2y Y

38:35
| S &FARZI dae [2NRX F2NHAGS YSsE yR ANyl YS
YS® ,2dz I NB GKS DA @SNDE

Sulayma@ & NXB |j dz8taHe asksfoM@K#RIy G KS v dzZNQIF yA O &aSyasS 27
dominion: sovereign authority and effective control over people and material resources.

Significantly, he asks that this dominion be unparallelede that no later ruler would equal.
¢CKS vdzZNRlIY NBO2NRA (GKA& LINI @SN gAlGK2dzi OSyad:

When this description is set alongside the archaeological record, Petra at its height

corresponds with striking precision. Petra was not merely prosperous; it functioned as a focal

point of accumulated wealth within the ancient Near East. Archaeological excavations and

material studies have uncovered extensive evidence of-tlisance trade, including

imported fine ceramics from the Mediterranean, Roman glassware, incense burners, and
O2AY I 3AS FNBY YdzZf GALIX S LI2f AGAOI fkeyhlldik BaN&S a4 @ ¢ K S
networks linking southern Arabia, the Levant, Egypt, and the wider Mediterranean world,

with connections extending into the Indian Ocean trade system

CKAAa O2yOSYiUNYdGA2y 2F ¢SItftGK Ay I RSaSNI OAd
its control of caravan routes and its ability to regulate, tax, store, and redistributevailgie

322Ra® {dzOK 'y SO2y2YAO LINRTAT{ Smukiddmihipra Of 2a S
expressed through command, coordination, and centralized authority.

I NOKAGSOGdzNI f e8> t SGNF¥Qa odaaftld SYygANRYYSyYyG S
facades, sanctuaries, tombs, and ceremonial complexes were carved directly from living rock.
Such projects required centralized planning, sustained labor forces, technical expertise, and
authority capable of mobilizing and maintaining them over extended periods. This level of
coordination strongly implies a form of dominion that extended beyond mere commercial

success.

CAylLttezr tSGINIQa aOSyRIFIyOe ¢l a aAy3ddzZ N FyR
regional power shifted, no subsequent kingdom inherited its position or replicated its scale.

14 |8 Dominion; sovereignty; kingship; rule; mastership; ownership; possession; right of possession; authority; sway.
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Ly GKA&a aSyasSs tSGNY dzyAljdzSte FAGa GKS v dzZNQI
o0& | yeé 2yK&ingtlom iirfpatatieled in its environment, function, and historical

trajectory. It is therefore no wonder that Petra is today recognized as one o$¢hien

wonders of the World, a modern acknowledgment of an achievement that was already
extraordinary by ancient standards.

WHAT WAS BUILT

¢ KS v dzNQIFSilaymidia SYAlyaEa R2Y Ay O2y ONB OGS Gl y3aroft s
construction, water management, and monumental architecture.

38:37
And the aytans, every builder and diver

21:82
And among thelsaytanswere those diving for him, and doing work besides that; and We
were over them a guardian.

The reference to diving implies the presence of substantial water bediegineered pools,
reservoirs, or submerged works signals sophisticated hydraulic infrastructure under
Sulayma@ada O2YYl yR®

¢KS vdz2NRlIyYy (§KSYy LISOAFASE (GKS ylFddaNBE 2F GKS

Qx

34:13

They made for him what he willed of sanctuarges] statues, and basins like pools, and
gSaasSta FTANNEE FAESR® G22N) 3 K2dzaS 2F 51 gdzR>
My servants.

27:44
LG ol a al AR (2 KBuNMendH gavg, Nbethsught itabaij df Wakey £

FYR dzy O23SNBR KSNJ f SHatlebsmoody Aad K RIvt FaadebEA a{ K-S L3 |
[ 2NRY L KIF@S gNRYy3ISR Yeé &az2dzZ X FyR L &adzoYAld ¢
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Theseversescollectively describenonumental and permanent architecturesanctuaries,
statues, fixed basins, large vessels, and engineered waterwidnksaccount culminates in
the description of dargé'®, a monumental pavilion

PETRA PROVIDES A PRECISE PHYSICAL PARALLEL

B g T

Visual reconstruction of the ethGarden and Pool Complex (Chrys Kanellopoulo)

15 yoHA . e. palace, or pavilion,, &c.]: (Zj,T, A,s:) and (as some say, TAany lofty building:(I , A,s, TA:)or a single
house or chamber, built apart, or detached, large, and lofty: (M, TA:)pl. xnvpHth (,A)

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



72

' GKS OSy i SNJI 2 Flies tReiGhrteq and BoNIEComplexOcherdf theShiost
remarkable watetrelated monuments in the ancient Near East. Excavations have identified a
large monumental pool with an island pavilion at its centre, part of an elaborate hydraulic
infrastructure unique among Nabataean sites.

This pool was far more than ornamental. Alongside it, the Nabataeans built an integrated

water management system that included carefully engineered canals, pipelines, cisterns,

dams, and settling basins designed to collect, store, purify, and redistribute water in the arid
RSaSNII SYy@ANRYYSyluod /2yiGSYLR2NINE K&RNJdzZ AO N
multiple springs, includingyd Musa and others up to several kilometres away, and carried

water into the urban core through aqueducts and terracotta pipelines tailored to topographic
constraints.

¢t KS vdzZNRI yQa NBTFSNBy OS )iiris finBiandl $esidaance bere. The
operation and maintenance of such a complex water netwimluding underwater channel
sections, submerged conduits, and sealed foundatiammaild have required direct
engagement with water itself, consistent with the notion of specialized workers attending to
aquatic infrastructure.

[ A1S6AaSET (GKS v dz2NQI y A O34MFobriespdryds diteEtly with  a A ya € A
t SGNI Q& Y2ydzYSydlt 3IFNRSYy LR2t> FyR a@SaasSta
OA&aldSNya IyR Ke@RNIdzZ AOFffe& SyaiaAySSNBR Ayaillf
survival and prosperity.

Ly &adzyz GKS vdzZNQFyAO R BénOmehtdljipdls? ehgineetetl basimgA f &
and the specialized labor associated with their construction and maintendmata precise
YFGSNALFE SELINBaarzy i tSGNFro ¢KS OrideqQa 0O2Y
O2y GNRf GSOKy2f238 YR AYyiS3aNIISR Ke&RNJ dzZ A O
requirements, providing a uniquely fitting archaeological parallel.
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BLESSED LAND

¢KS vdz2NQFy Yl |S8laymaia §BREREGNG shml Badlof AA4KSR
blessed land as earlier messengers. Verse 21:81 states:

21:81
And to Sulayman: the wind raginginning by his command to thand that We had
blessedand We knew everything.

This echoes 21:71, where God saytbadhimand Lut

And We delivered him arditto the land which We had blesséar all peoples.

The repetitonofx 1t KS I YR 2 S KI RunderscBrasadhtimdity: thédamd 1 y n 0
valley that shelteredbrahimand Lutlater became the seat Gulayma®ad R2YA YA 2y ® ¢ K
fAYIdZAAGAO tAY]l FFFANNEA GKS v dzZNXQF ySalaymanl G G S Ny
within an established landscape rather than an arbitrary location.

IRONAND BRASS

¢CKS vdzNRFY FGaGNAROGdzI Sa | ROl Pa@@iandSuldyomkny 2 € 2 3 A OF f
emphasizing integrated metallurgical expertise and organized production:

21:80
And We taught him the making girmentsfor you, to protect you from your mighdre you
then grateful?

34:10
YR 2S 3I1@3S 5FPAR FNRBY | & 0 2dadyoddYA NARW & 2 dz Y \R2 &
softened iron for him.

34:11
That you may makarmor, with perfect fittingsAnd work righteousness, for | am Seer of
what you do.

34:12
And We made flow for him a springrablten brass.

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



74

These passages indicate a high degree of technological sophistication: softening iron, casting
molten brass, and producing fitted armail pointing to organized, industriakale
metalworking.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

Extensive archaeological and metallurgical research confirms that southern Jordan,
LI NI A Odzf F N @ GKS 21 RA Cléyly FyR 2FRA "~ I N}OI
centers of ancient metal production in the southern Levant.

Copper Metallurgy and Smelting:

Chemical and mineralogical analyses of slag deposits from sites in southern Jordan
demonstrate in situ copper smelting and processing from at least the Chalcolithic period
through the lIron Age and into later historical phases. The scale, composition, and distribution
of these slag heaps confirm active extraction and metallurgical production rather than mere
reliance on imported finished metals. While Petra itself was primarily an urban, ceremonial,
and commercial center during the Nabataean period, it was closely connecgtaddo
economically benefited fronthese nearby metallurgical zones.

LargeScale Industrial Sites:

Wadi Faynan, located north of Petra, contains one of the largest known ancient copper ore
fields in the Levant. Excavations at KhirbatNahas, Khirbat alariya, and related complexes
reveal systematic mining, smelting, and casting operations conducted on an industrial scale,
particularly during the Iron Age (10tBth centuries BCE). Massive slag accumulations,
furnace remains, and infrastructure attest to loteym, organized extraction and processing,
making the region a major metallurgical landscape of the ancient Near East.

Organized Craft Production and Coordination:

Archaeological evidence from southern Jordan indicates highly organized metallurgical

systems, including specialized production areas, controlled fuel procurement, labor

coordination, and administrative oversiglit. K A & 4 Sy a4S3> v dzNQFyA O NBTFSNJ
softened and metal being shaped and cast resonate with a historical landscape where

coordinated metallurgy and technical expertise were demonstrably pitesen

Together, the textual and material evidence conveigawudandSulayma®d { Ay BR2Y 4|
tangible, resourceich landscape where metallurgy, trade, and technological mastery were
both practiced and organized.

Petra and its environs provide a historically attested context where iron and brass production

O2dzf R Ff2dzNAaK: NBAYF2NOAY3I GKS FftA3IyYSyd o685
archaeological record.

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



75

Maryam andisa

¢ KS vdzZNQIFIYy NBLISFISRt&@ SYLKIF &A1 Scrookedoéssi Al A a

Praise be to God, who revealed the Book to His servanplandd not thereirtrookedness
18:1

A Quran in Arabic, with ncrookednessso they may be righteou89:28

CKAAa LINAYOALX S A& S
2 KSYy (GKS vdzZNQly ai

N QX
(7)) QJ<
Qx

SyiAlt 6KSYy FRRNB&&AYT
Y

O sister of Haruryourfather was not an evil man, anurY2 § KSNJ ¢l &4 y 2 dzy OKI
19:28

it speaks plainly. Traditional explanations attempt to reinterpret this verse by claiming that
GAAAGSNI 2F | | Ndzyé NBFSNE YSNBte (G2 ftAySFH3asS 2
presents its language as direct and unambigyoevthout crookednessThere is no

indication here of metaphor, honorific usage, or figurative genealogy.

Further clarity comes from the narrative of Musa and Harun:

Andwhen MisaNB (i dzNy SR G2 KAA& LIS2L)X ST FyaNB FyR RAA
GKAy3a €2dz RAR Ay Yé 06aSyOSo 5AR &2dz F2NaAl 1S
YR KS GKNBg R2gy GKS GlrofStaT FyR KS G221 K
KAYaSt T sonloBny inbthHetReepeaple have overpowered me, and were about to Kill

me; so do not allow the enemies to gloat over me, and do not count me among the unjust

LIS2 L) Sdé TYMpPnN

This verse establishes explicitly that Musa and Harun share the same mother and are
biological brothers¢ I { Sy (23SUOGKSNE GKS vdzZNQIyAO aidl dSysS
YR adzal FNB aAofAy3aoe /2yaSljdsSyidtesr adal Iy
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tKA& O2yOfdzaAaz2y A& y2i RSNADGSR FTNRBY SEGSNYI f
consistency and its insistence on clarity and lack of distortion.

We have already seen that the narrative of Musa is anchored in Petra. If Musa and Harun
belong to this same familial and geographic framework, then the location of Maryam and the
OANIK 2F " Lal YdzAadG o0S NBO2yaARSNBR | O02NRAY 3

¢tKS GARSALINBIR WBaddzdRNY2KY I KISl KTt SXKSY R2Sa y?2
Bethlehem is never mentioned, neither by name, description, nor implication.

LYyadSrRZ GKS vdzZNQFIYy LINRPZARSaA aLISOAFAO YR 02
1 the place where Maryam withdrew,
1 the natural features present at the time of birth,
1 the availability of water and vegetation,
7 FYyR GKS t20F0A2y 6KSNB al NBIY FYyR " Lal ¢S

These are not symbolic details. They are geographic and environmental indicators. When
examined carefully, they allow for a systematic and evidevased evaluation of the actual
fryRaOlILIS RSAaONAROGSR o0& GKS vdzZNQIy®

DIRECTION EASTWARDWITHDRAWAL
¢CKS vdzZNRlIyYy y20Say

19:16
And recall in the Book Maryam, when she withdrew herself from her family to a place which
was to the east.

¢KS vdz2NQFy SELX AOA ( ftowardithe éaktipipdding airst dikBctioa & NI G N.
marker for her location.

SECLUSION AND CONCEALMENT

19:17
So she separated herself from thestig took a screen apart from thentiien We sent to her
Our Spirit, and he appeared to her ascaindhuman

¢KS vdz2NQIYy SYLKFaAi Sa al NBlFYQa RStAO0SNIGS &as$s
concealment.

DISTANCE
19:22
Then she bore hinand withdrew with him to alistant place.
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¢KS vdzZNRIYy SYLKFaATl Sa al NBI YW hssivapAmsbia®y & (2 |
denotes a location that iemoved from populated areasa site not close to family,
O2YYdzyAllex 2NJ NRdziAyS daloiRiedighightdbot:Kk S v dzZNQF y Qa

1 Physical remoteness (away from her people), and
1 Social isolation (secluded and protected).

¢Kdzax GKS vdaNRFYyAO GSNY R2Sa y2i YSNBf& AYyRA
deliberate withdrawal to a secludqulace

VEGETATION

And the pains of childbirth brought her to the trunk of tetepalm® { KS al ARY a2 2dz
had died before this and been utterly forgotten. 19:23

¢ KS v dzNXI yatedphlif iddicatingsécesk water and a cultivated environment.
This ecological detail providea@her3 S 2 INJ LIKAO YI NJ SNJ F2NJ 6§ KS vy

WATER SOURCE

Then he called to her, frombelow h&rtDNRA S @S y 24T @2dz2NJ [ 2NR KIF a LJ
streamlet. 19:24

¢CKS vdzNRI yAO (th9EA N} ASEIANIBANTyE & YSEFya aoSySlak
Ft26Ay3 61 GSN) a2dNOSve /fFaaarort fSEAOF O2y¥
stream or spring sufficient to sustain the date palm and provide for Maryam dsd

ELEVATED GROUND

23:50
And We made the sasf Maryamand his mothea proof,and Wegave them shelte upon
high ground: a fixed lodging arapparentwater.

The verse situates Maryam arldain a distinctive geographic setting: a hill or elevated tract
ON}ogl KO GKFEG Aa FANNYEE aSatdt SR 6RKnd I NhND
terms together form a precise environmental profil@ secureslevated terrainwith

permanent water

¢KS vdzNRIy LINBaSyda | aSid 2F 3IS23INILKAO | YR
coherent location that is:

16 _ faraway; faroff; outlying; out-of-the-way; secluded; abroad; ageold; ancient; antique; away; distant;
elsewhere; exiled; expatriated; far; fatoff; gone; isolated; not here; not present; out; remote; separated
- extending far; widely distributed

- driven away or out

- or towards that place
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oriented toward the east,

secluded,

elevated yet stable and habitable,

enriched with vegetation, including date palms,
and sustained by a reliable water source.

= =4 4 -4 -4

Bethlehem does not satisfy this full combination. It lacks, seclusion from settlement, and the
G2L123INI LIKAO TSI GdzZNBA RSAONAROGSR Ay (GKS vdNRIyY

However, one place within Petra figddl these criteriaWadi Farasa EasRemarkably, the
toponym itself preserves the directional cue noted in the téx®© ¢ & U

WADI FARASAEAST

P . O
The Wadi Farasa consists of an eastern (1) and a western section (2). On the right, the famous Soldier Tomb complex (3).
© Photos: Haupt & Binder

Location:

Wadi Farasa East is a narrow valley within Petra, branching from the area near the High Place

2F {FONARFAOS YR RS&aOSYyRAYy3a (26 NR GKS OAGeQ
central basin, it is one of the more secluded and sheltered wadis within the site. The upper

reaches occupy raised sandstone terraces, before sloping into the lowgsaritysponding

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



79

Of 2asSte (2 (K GabwalyNidicaying Elevates My'stable terrain suitable for
dwelling.

Water

The wadi contains a sophisticated hydraulic system, includingraat8r-high retaining wall

forming a large cistern, smaller cisterns, and channels fed by both rainwater and natural
ALINAYy3Iad ¢KSaS adNHzOGdzNBa F2N¥ LI NI 2F t SaGNT
of delivering reliable running water ( A ) in an otherwise arid environment. The

presence of perennial water sources supports both vegetation and prolonged habitation.

Garden Valley
Early explorer Gustaf Dalman designated the upper section of Wadi Farasa East as

GDF NESYWDH INRSY I ffSeox y2idAy3 3IN}raa FTASERAZ
his 1904 expedition. This area also houses the Garden Triclinium, a monumental open

structure overlooking gardens and water installations. Archaeologist Stephan G. Schmid,

director of the International Wadi Farasa Project, observes:

With its sophisticated water supply system and gardens, the combination of sacred areas and
spaces for the dead with installations for the living, Wadtalasa East must have once

offered a very impressive pictuekind of paradise on eartthat is often described as an

ideal utopia in ancient literature(S. G. Schmid, p. 344.)

Garden Triclinium

GARDENTRICLINIUM; A CANDIDATE FORMARYAM ANDASAKS RESIDENCE

Within Wadi Farasa East, the Garden Triclinium presents an extraordinary architectural

O2YLX SE (KIFid Oftz2asSteée ItAdya gAGK G(KS vdzZNQIF yA
s NI & fAFTSP ¢KS vdNXRIFY RSaONAO6SE | £ 201 GA?2
distant (19:22), elevated yet habitable (23:50), vegetated with palms (19:23), and sustained

by running water (19:24, 23:50). The Garden Triclinium exhibits each of these characteristics.

The building is completely rodlewn, featuring a 7 fneter-wide facade, a raised platform
reached by a wide staircase, a deep cistern, and two sequential interior chambers. Horizontal
grooves suggest a peristyle or colonnaded courtyard, and archaeological reconstructions
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indicate that an upper floor may have existed, offering privacy, surveillance of the
surrounding valley, and protection from vieldS NF SO0 F2NJ 0 KS v dzNQIF yA O |
concealment.

HABITABLENTERIORS

The front chamber functions as a vestibule (6.2 x 6.8 m), and the rear chamber (5.1 x 5.4 m)
is finely chiseled for possible stucco decoration, indicating attention to comfort and domestic
usability. The window overlooking the lower terrace and valley would have allowed
observation without exposure, supporting a lifestyle of sustained but discreet habitation.

WATERACCESS ANDVEGETATION

¢CKS ¢NROf AYyAdzyY Ad AYOGS3IANIGSR Ayid2 tSGNyQa a2
channels, and sprinfigd systems providing consistent water supply. This aligns directly with

0 KS v dzZNRI ywhi€h ensures both survival and the ability to cultivate vegetation.

| AAG2NRAOFHE 20aSNBIFGA2ya 6& DdzaAdGFT 5FHEYlLYy AY
+ffSe0 SAGK AN &E&aAzX 2ftSIYRSNE |yR OdzZ GAGIGS
tree and surrounding vegetation (19:23).

SECLUSION ANCELEVATION

CKS aAraitsSQa LRarabGAz2y 2y StSOFGISR ANRdzyR 2 OSNI
hidden approach, corresponds precisely to (elevated, stable terrain) and

(distant/secluded). These features allowed Maryam to withdraw from her family and the

wider settlement, as described in 19422, while remaining accessible to water and

vegetation for survival.

POTENTIAL FORIABITATION

The design of the Tricliniurmcluding cisterns, covered courtyards, two interior chambers,
and possibly an upper floalemonstrates that it was not merely a ceremonial or garden
structure. Its scale, water infrastructure, and enclosed spaces indicate it could have
supported sustained human habitation, allowing Maryam to live there for a period sufficient
to give birth, care forlsa and remain concealed.

CONCLUSION

¢KS DINRSY ¢NAROfAYyAdzY LINPOARS& | 3INRBdzyRSR as$s
orientation, seclusion, distance, elevation, vegetation, water, and habitability. Unlike

Bethlehem, which lacks these combined features, Wadi Farasairicistling the Triclinium
offersapreciseread 2 NI R YIF GOK (2 (GKS vdzZNQFIYAO yI NN} GAC
the location where Maryam withdrew, gave birth, and nurturésh

EVIDENCE OFLOCALBELIEF INASA
Archaeological evidence confirms thalief in Isaexisted in the region
One hscriptionexplicitly invoke him by name

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



81

F3lAyad GK2a8 K2 RSye &2dzo

Such inscriptions indicate that belief Isawas locally recognized and practiced, reflecting a
cultural awareness of him in southern Jordan and northern Arabia. This supports the
plausibility of a inhabited settingsuch as Wadi Farasa Eaghere Maryam andisacould
have lived

THE QURKANIC CRITERIA VS TRADITIONAUB GOLY LANDSH

¢KS vdzZNRIYy ySOSNI ARSYGATFTASa . SGKfSKSYZ WSNUza
the setting for Maryam andsa Instead, it emphasizes a setrobral and geographic

conditions:the land must be inherited and occupied by the righteous, believing servants, not

08 (GK2aS ¢gK2 NB2SOU 2NJ RAaG2NI D2RQa YSaal 3S

3:55and21:105make this principle explicit: the faithful followers of God are promised the
land, while those who deny or misrepresent His message are excluded. The inheritance of
the land, therefore, isletermined by spiritual and moral suitability

3:55

C2NJ D2R &l ARY dah Lalz L gAfft GSNNAYFGS @&2dzN
who have rejected, anchake those who have followed you above those who have rejected

until the Day of Resurrectioithen to Me is your return, all of you, so | will judge between

@2dz Ay 6KIG AG gl a GKFEG &2dz RAA&LIzG SR®E

21:105
And We decreed in the Writings [Zabaffer the remembrancedMy righteous servants will
AVKSNARAG GKS I yR®dE

Yet the traditionaHolyLands: N R2YAYy I GSR 0& 3INRdzLJAa 6K2aS 0SS
condemns:

Christians who revereIsaas the Son of God or part of a Trin(B;72,75).
Jews who rejecthim andlabelhim a false messenger (4:157).
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Muslimswho follow secondary sources, such as haditid misrepresent theealv dzNXQ I y A O
message (5:104; 45:6).

¢tKS vdaNRIFy SaidlofAiakSa | Of SFNJI LINAYOALX SY (K
AaSNDIyGaz y20 o0& (K24aS dméhgeNE2SO0 2NJ YA &NBLN
/| 2yaSljdzSy it ez (K SdisqudiNdrugalein, BatidghemyandNdth8rNJ

GNFRAGAZ2YIfteé aK2feé aridSaildaa GKS 3ISydaAayS 2

The people of the cave

Many traditional interpretations have assumed thatdzNX2 | y¢18plescYibes the Proph&@
ascent into the heavens. A careful, literal reading of the text decisively contradicts this. The
verses state:

53:13- 18

And he saw hirfit in anotherdescent

By the Sidr Tree of the boundary.

At the Garden oShelter

When there covered the Sit@iree that which it covered. The vision did not deviate, nor did it
transgress. Indeedhe saw of the greatest prooés his Lord.

The critical term here is (nazlah) A (i S NJ f f IBexplicR\SrdiCeey thatbsomething
came down, rather thathe Prophetascending. The event is anchored on Earthé Mumad
witnesses signs in a terrestrial location. The verse establishes that what was revealed to the
Prophet was experiential and grounded in a physical, observable setting, not a mystical
journey through the heavens.

This interpretation is further reinforced in 17:93, wheseepticsdemand evidence of a
heavenly ascent:

17:93
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GhNJ GKIF(G &2dz KF@S | K2dzaS 2F FAYSNEI 2N 0K G
0StASOS Ay @2dz2NJ aOSyaArz2y dzyft Saa e&2dz oNAy3 ¥
my Lord. Am | anything other than a mortal messenger!

| SNB (G KS v dzNREYY YSHRIKE &Kk dz\aldgriansgende@xplicitly
denying any claim of physical ascent. Any reading that attributes a literal celestial journey to
him contradicts theQur an

Therefore, verses 53:183 should be understoqq as referring to an actual location on Earth.
CNRY UKS v dzNXsketyficunulati$eEhighlyisiedifs indrizeenterges:

1. A boundary locationc The termSidr ala dzy i (5% %) indicates a tree at a defined
edge, suggesting the site lies at the extremity of a terrain, not in the middle of an
urban or settled area.

2. A Garden of Shelter (Jannat-al | Q ¢ The site is described as providing refuge and
protection, implying a secluded, secure, and fertile environment

3. Sidr Treecovering some of the greatest proofs

We are told ir53:18that Muéammad wasshowa & 2 YS 2F (G KS 3INBFGSad LN
( ). This naturally raises a question: what precisely are these proofs?
52S&4 GKS vdNRIYy LINRPGARS 'y ARSYGATAOIGAZ2YK
LYRSSRZ A0 R2Sad8eKS vdzZNQFy Of I NAFASE Ay

18:9

Did you think that thé’eople of the Cave and the Inscription [Ragim] were of our wondrous
proofs?

¢KS vdz2NQlIy SELX AOAGtEE OflFaarTAirAéwl H@E t S2LI S
among the wondrous proofs of Godaving established that the People of the Card an

Inscriptiont NB& SELX AOAGf & ARSYGAFTFASR Fa SEGNI 2NRAYI
environmental and topographical markers féwiglocation.

18:17
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And you see the sun when it rises, it inclines away from their cave to the right; and when it
sets, it passes away from them on the lefthile they are in an enclosure fromTihat is

from the proofs of GadNVhoever Goduides is the guided one, and whom He sends astray,
you will not find for him any guiding ally.

18:21

And it was thus that We let them be found, that they would know that the promise of God is

true and that there is no doubt regarding the Hour. They argued among themselves
regardingthema 2 G KS@& alFARY 4Ga9NBOG I+ &0GNUzOG dzNB  dzLi2 y
GKSYHeé ¢K2aS gK2 LINB gWewil ke odieidplac& @ wokship F F 1 A N
oYl a2ARB d¢

CNREY (KS&asS gSNrSazxr G(GKS v dzNQ | y LINE A RSa Odzy dz
the Cave:

1 A boundary location suggesting the cave lies at the edge of a valley or cliff.

A place of worshipubsequently built over the site

1 A Garden of Shelter (Jannat-al I Q & a protected, vegetated environment
associated with concealment and refuge.

T A Sidr treecovering the entrance of the cave and the Inscription

]

THE PEOPLE OF THIEAVE AND THEFURTHESTPLACE ORNORSHIP

We learredthat the People of the Cawand the InscriptiorO2 Y A G A G dzi S 2yS 2F D2
identified proofs (18:9)A masjid a place ofvorship,was later builtdirectly over or upon
the site where these proofs were located.

This detail becomes crucial when read alongside another passage that describes the Prophet
0SAy3 G118y G2 | LXIOS 2F 62 NBKAIploo&sE LI A OAGf &

17:1
Glorybe to Him who led His servant by night from the inviolable place of wokéagpd A

Haram)to the furthest place of worshigMasjid AlAgsa) which We blessed round about,
that We mightshow him some of Our prodfde is the Hearing, the Seeing.
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¢KS vdzNRIFYy KSNBE &4LISOATFTASA 020K (GKS RSadGAyYylFdA
is taken toal-Masjid atAgtn in order to be showm & thé same term used in 18:9 to
describe the People of the Cave and the Inscription.

Thetermagint A GSNJ f t &8 RSy2i0Sa SEGNBYAGE 2N RrAaildl yO
reference to a boundarlocation¢Sidr ala dzy (0 | K n , itonpleyaMacaiion situated at

the periphery

2KSYy NBIFIR AYyiSNyrftftesxs ¢gAlGK2dzi AYLR2NIAYy3I t14GS
picture:the furthest place of worshifMasjid Alagsa)is linked to the site where the People

of the Cave were located, where a masjid was established, and where the Prophet was

shown some of the greatest proofs of his Lord.

Crucially, the widespread assumption equating/fasjid alAdln g A G K GKS fF SN Y
WSNMXza I £ SY FAYRA y2 &adzLJll2 NI Ay indeuSanywiadll y A G &
constructedyearsk F G SNJ 6 KS v dzZNQI yAO NBGStIGA2Y I YI 1AY:
originally referred to that structure.

¢ KS v osteBdpoiks us to a prexisting, remote site characterized by:
a clearly boundary,

a garden of shelter (Jannatall Qé n v X

a cave,

and later crowned by a place of worship.

=A =4 =4 =4

Using satellite imagery and Google Maps, | identified a site that corresponds closely with the
SYGANRYYSYGlFtf IyR aLIl GAFf YIFEN]JSNAR RSaAONAOSR

The location lies at a clear boundary and aligns with the cumulative indicators presented in
the surrounding verses.

However, | have not visited the site in person. | therefore cannot confirm or deny the physical
presence of the cave itself or the existence of the associated Inscrigtionl( |j) doivthis
reason, the identification remains provisional.

LF¥ LINBaSyid>s GKS LYaONRLIiA2Yy g2dzZ R 0S 27F LI NI
role alongside the People of the Cave, and its content may bear relevance to verses such as
4:15943:61land61:F LR GSyGAlLtfe tAyl1AYy3a Al (G2 ~Lal o

Although | would have wished to investigate this location on site myself, | do not possess the

expertise required to read or analyze ancient inscriptions. | therefore consider that this
aspect of the discovery is not intended for me to pursue directly. The identified location will
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instead be forwarded to qualified specialists, so that it may be examined responsibly and
preserved with the care such a site warrants.

This section will be revised if eite investigation confirms the presence of a cave and
inscription, or removed entirely if no supporting evidence is found.

The firshabitation

After following the verses, one by one, everything converges at the same place.
Differentnarrations, different messengerget all of thenpoint towardsPetra.

At this point, a single question inevitably arises:
Why here?

The answer lies in a verse thetarted myentire investigation

The first habitation (bayt) established for humanity is the one in Balkkased and a
guidance for all worlds3:96

This verse speaks ofigination: thefirst bayt, the first human dwelling placed for mankind.

¢CKS vdzZNRlIyYy 2F0Sy O02YYlFyRa GKS | dZRASYyOS G2 g4I
former peoples, to see what became of them.[3:137; 6:11; 12:109; 16:36; 22:46; 27:69; 30:9;
30:42; 35:44; 40:21; 40:82; 47:10] Their ruins remain as warnings, carved into the land itself.

dzi GKS vdz2NQFyYy A&dadzSa FFy20KSNJ O2YYlFyRz 2yS

Here, the instruction is not to observe destruction, but originatiém examine how creation
itself began:

29:19
Have they not seenow God originates creation, then repeats it? That is easy for God.

29:20

I S 2NR3

(0p))
(0p))
A
No
Q

{lFe8@Y G¢N»r @St Ay GKS fFyR FYyR &
creation; God is over all things powerful.
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This instruction assumes that creation, like destruction, left traces. That the origin of
mankind is not only a theological statement, but something that can be recognized in the
land itself.

LFZ Fa SFENIASNI SOGARSYOS adAaA3Sadasx tSINY Aa i
narratives, then these instructions apply directly here.

2SS y2¢ 0Gdz2NYy G2 (GKS vdzNQFy AdasStF G2 GNFOS @K
textual precision and physical correlation in the landscape.

THE MATERIALS OECREATION

¢KS vdzZNQFIYy NBLISFGSRf& SYLKIFAaAAT Sa GKFG KdzYly
Clay, mud, and dust are identified as the fundamental materials from which mankind was
created

15:26
And We created man from sounding clay, from altered black mud.

6:2
It is He Who created you from clay; then He decreed a+tamd a stated term is with Him;
then you doubt.

7117
And God produced you from the land like a plant.

30:20
And of His signs is that He created you from dust; and behold, you become humans spreading
out.

23:12
And We created man from an extragftclay;

327
Who made good everything He created, and began the creation of man from clay;

Taken together, these verses establish a clear principle: human life is inseparable from the
earth. Yet while they tell uwhat humans were created from, clay, dust, mtickese verses
do not, by themselves, speciiyherethis origin occurred.
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TRACINGHUMAN ORIGIN TOQATTAR ABDAYR

7 A z, A A 7

¢tKS vdNRFIYy K26SOSNI LINPPARSa y20KSN) OSNARS (K

86:5
86:6
86:7

So let man look from what he was created:
He was created from a gushing water,
That is issued from betwedrard bedrockdulb)! y R a2 Fd &aSRAYSyd® o604 NI

Many conventional translations obscure the precision of this verse, rendeuibgs }
Gol O1 0 2WISNhBNRONBF aGo2ySdé | OFNBFdz SEF YAY
more geological interpretation.

tulb () refers to hardness, rigidity, toughness, or robustness. In lexicographical usage, it
denotes hard, stony ground or rugged, elevated tracts of land, extending between hills or
forming the solid substratum of the earth.

¢ I Nh QA)pthe dplural of a derivative ofi dzN(god, earth, dust), retains its primary

meaning as earth, sediment, or layered soil. While some classical lexica and later
O2YYSyili2NR 200lFaAirzylfte 2FFSNBR [yl da2YAOl
describes human creation as originating from earthly materialay, mud, dust, and soil.

The roott-r-b ( Mmoo A& NBLISIFIGSRf& SYLIf28SR Ay (KS v
terrestrial substances, reinforcing that the intended meaning ¢f NJm 86A67Y is geological

rather than anatomical.

¢tKdzaz GKS vdz2NRIFY A& RSAONAROGAY3I | LINROSaay gl
hard rock and softer soil or sediment, providing the necessary moisture for clay, mud, and

dust to coalesce into the formative material of human life. The imagery is strikingly precise:
creation is not abstract, but emerges from the very interaction of geological layers and
subterranean water flow.

7 Sulb

Hard, firm, rigid, stiff, tough, strong, robust, sturdyhardy;syn. i (S, A, Msb, * Kpontr. of ; (M, TA;)as also and (S, M,

A, Kyand : (M:) pl. of the first or secondaccord. to analogy of the latter, and also of the last,] . (M, A.)

[Hence,] and , (K,)or and , (M,) A rugged, stony placéM, K; *)or signifiesa rugged, extending placef the
earth or ground; and , a hard partof the earth or ground(S:)or this last,a tract of rugged depressed land stretching along between
two hills: (Sh, TA:pr the acclivities of hillsand its pl. is L (TA:)or signifieshard, extendingftracts of] ground:(As, TA:pr hard

and elevatedtracts of] ground:(lAar, TA:and , a rugged, hard plac€Msb:)the pl. (of , S)is . (S, M, K.Dne says of land
that has not been sown for a long time, 4 [Verily it has been haroly lying wastdor years. (A, TA.)

By, (I, M,s,) aor. fuet, (s))inf. n. ph (M) It (a thing)became dusted, or dusty; dust lighted upon it: (', TA)it (a place, M,)had
much dust, or earth; abounded with dust,or earth. (M, s, TA.) 1igtand ZHQﬁLth T, M, A, Mb, s)and ZHQﬁCK[but this | do not find
elsewhere])and ZupHfi , A*s)and Z SpHfLth, T,/ , A*s)and Z 7 Kl , M,s) and Zh@mm Zbg_ﬁ_and ZH@_rl_and Zh_g;i’pandzl«tg]r_ﬁs will be
seen below]and 21l , M, s) anle'l_Ipl_'p(M,s) accord. to MFth_lpb which is perhaps a dial. var., and accord. to soméih
andZupph (TA,)signify the same,(Lth, T,i , M, A,s,) and are words of which the meaning is well knowr(A, s:) [i.

e. Dust: and earth: generally the former; i. efine, dry, particles of earthas when we sayhpHRIPMEROHI he wind drives along the
dust: but we also use the expressiorpitigh meaningmoist earth, the explanation, in Lexicons, of the wora gX] oglis Mgk and
when it ceases to be moist, itis still M F p b
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7 A

LG A& NBYINJlLotS GKFEG Ay tS
human creationQattar ad-Dayr.

N} | aLISOAFTFAO f

[N

QATTAR ABDAYR

Sketchfab 3D model of Qattar d@hyr
https://sketchfab.com/3dmodels/gattarad-deir-petra-jordan-2e60caffd43a467d8caldf15e3536e08

Along the right side of the stepped path leading toBalyr, the Monastery, lies a narrow

gorge known as Qattar adayr. Here, water continuously drips from the rock, collected into

four rockhewn basins. The name itself likely derives from the Arabitars ~ YSI yvAy 3 &G 2
drip, trickle, or gush ¢

The site also contains numerous betyls, inscriptions, and graffiti, alongside a sacred hall. A
terrace approximately 70 meters in length was atrtificially leveled, smoothed, and prepared
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by the Nabataeans as a sanctuary. Votive betyls carved into the rock mark this as a place of
reverence and significance.

Most strikingly, the geology of Qattar &l @ NJ NEFf SOt a GKS ¢dzNQF yQa |
water emerging from between hard rock and softer layers. The firm bedrock corresponds

directly to'lulb (), while the adjacent softer sediment matchéd: N Q A. @hisdnakes

Qattar adDayr a tangible, living illustration of the hydrogeological process described in the

v dzZNQIF Yy | a G§KS | 2idydari nyd agiffate zyushihg WwateoStween rock

and sediment.

THE MEANING OFb ABATAEAN

b2 2yfteé& R2S&a tSGNI LINBASNWBS (KS 3S2ft23A0!If
human creation, it also preserves this origin in the very name of the civilization that ruled it.

The Nabataean kingdom was historically known as N@ba). Historians themselves have
long debated the meaning of this name. Ancient writers were uncertain whether it referred
to ancestry, territory, or occupation. Yet classical Arabic lexicons provide a striking and
consistent explanation.

Across the major authoritative dictionaries, theroot (n-b-0 A &4 RSFAYSR | & d&i
G2 alLlRdzi F2NIKZ (2 o0dz2NEG FNRY O2yOSItYSyilzé

ThenameNab#h G St F t Ay3IdzAaadAirortfte SyO2RSa (KS @SN
2NRAIAY 2F YIY1AYRY fAFS SYSNHAY3I FTNRY 3JdzAKAY

memory of beginnings

At Qattar adDayr, thigorocessbecomes physically visible. Here, water continuously gushes
and drips from within the rock, emerging from between hard bedrock and softer sediment.

SKIN COLOR
| F @Ay 3 GNI OSR (GKS 2NRAIAY 2F KdzYkyadge G2 tSiaN
appearance take on an immediate, tangible significance.

30:22

And among His proofs the creation of the heavens and the eaghd the difference in your
tongues and your coloré that are proofgor all mankind.
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35:27

Have you not seen that God sends down water from the sky? With it We produce fruits of
various colorsAnd in the mountains are streaks of white andwedrying in their hue and

pitch-black.

35:28

And so are among men, beasts and cattle, different shadaby those of His creatures fear
God who have knowledge. Verily He isvaljhty and forgiving.

If, as our earlier discussion indicates, human life originated at Petra, these verses acquire an
extraordinary literal resonance. The mountains and rock formations of Petra display a natural
palette strikingly similar to the human spectrum:

o Pink and red hues: iron oxides in the sandstone.

o Yellow and ochre tones: weathered mineral layers, including goethite and
other iron compounds.

o0 Brown shades: claynd ironrich deposits in the rock matrix.

o Dark/black streaks: manganese oxides and other dark mineral veins.

In this sense, human skin pigmentation is not abstract but a direct reflection of the origin
site, the physical geology of Petra embedded in the first humans.

t SGNIY Aa | fAPGAYy3IAS 20aSNBIFo6ES RSY2YAUNYGAZ2Y
produces fruits of different colors from the same rain and soil, the very landscape of Petra
demonstrates why humans differ in color: the origin of mankind is inseparable from the

material and mineral diversity of their birthplace.
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ADAM

'y &SNA2dza RA&OdzaaAzy 2F KdzYly 2NAIAYya Ay
Adam. Yet much of what is commonly assumed about Adam, his supposed descent from
heavenandthe nature ofthe3+ NRSY > A& y20 RSNAGSR RANBOGT @
later theological constructions layered onto it.

2 KSy GKS vdzZNRlIy AGasStF aLlsSriaz Ad R2Sa az2 o¢A

¢KS vdzZNRIYy AYyiNRBRdzOSa ! RFY y2i GKNRBdAAK | yIN
declaration of appointment in the land:

2:30
|l YR ¢6KSyYy @2dzNJ [ 2NR &l A kthé Bndéa $uScessdr, fil KAS[8F Ya | GALR Yt
GoAftt @2dz LX I OS GKSNBAY 2yS gK2 gAff R2 KI NY
LIN} AdSa FyR LINROfFAY ,2dzNJ K2f AySaaKeé 1S &l AR

CKAA 2LISYyAy3 adlkriSYSyd Aa RSOAaAaA@®Sd® ! RFYQa N
location is explicit: aarA

CKS 1Se& G4SN KONB [AY IPARAIRMHNADHK f@& YR vdzNQF yAC
succeeds, inherits, or replaces what already exists. A successor does not inaugurate an

empty stage; he follows something prior.
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¢ KNRPdzZaAK2dzi GKS vdz2NQFYy> ({KAtftnFlIK O2yaradasSydte
1 inheritance after others,
1 replacement following previous occupants,
T succession within an alreaghstablished domain

¢KS vdNQFEy SELX AOAGE & Omfgrdhuiasa GKIFG 20KSNJ 08

15:27
And the [Jaan] We created before, from the fire of scorching wind.

¢KS vdzZNQFY A& dzyl YoATJdz2zdza 2y OKNRy2f238Y ONXB
study does not attempt to define the precise nature or appearance of the jinn or the

Malaika, the chronological point is clear. Adam was introduced into ®xsting

environment.

¢CKS vdzZNRIY AGaStT LINPOJARSE AYUISNYlI tanSOARSYOS
eternal Paradise, but a terrestrial garden.

The decisive clue appears ha$tarQa G SYLIiF GA2Y Y

20:120
Then theshaytang KA a LISNBSR (2 KAYX &l &@Ay3dY ah ! REFYY &K
FYR I R2YAYA2Y GKIFG RSOFeéa y2iKé

This proposal only makes sense if Adam was not already in an eternal realm. Eternity cannot
be promised to someone who already possesses it. Nor can an imperishable dominion be
offered within a realm defined by permanence.
The logic of the verse presupposes:

T mortality,

T limitation,

1 temporality.
These are conditions of earthly life, not of the final Garden.

¢KS vdzZNRIy St aSgKS paRlenR SemiSthkBbie$eems G KS SO SNY | €

56:33
Unending, unforbidden

IntheeternalDF NRSY X y20KAYy3 Aad LINPKAOGAUGUSR® ¢KS LINS
locationtherefore immediately distinguishes it from tleternal Garden.
¢CKS vdzZNRlIY FdzZNIHKSNJ aSlta dKAA O2yOf dzaazyy

32:17
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Andno soulknows what has been hidden for them as a comfort of the eyes as reward for
what they did.

The statement is universallo soulincludes Adam. If no soul knows the reality of the eternal
Garden, then Adam could not have been dwelling in it.

A LINGUISTICLINK BETWEENADAMKS GARDEN AND THEDWELLING OF THECHILDREN OF
ISRAEL

¢ KS vdz2NQIy NBLISH (S ReledrbodkYohdthatesplaifsimatters throughh i A &
deliberate patterns and recurring language. One such pattern appears in the vocabulary used

to describe two seemingly distinct narratives: the dwelling of Adam in the garden and the
settlement of the Children of Israel.

Ly GKS F002dzyli 2F ! RFYX (GKS vdzNXQFy adlrasSay

YR 2SS alARY ah ! RI Y ttheRBaidériahd edttBedzof frefliR & 2 dzNJ LJF A
wheresoever yowill; but approacot this tree lestyod S 2 F G KS 2852 Yy IR 2 SNA d

[ FGSNE FRRNBaaAy3da GKS / KAfRNBY 2F LaNI Stz (K

2:58

Il YR ¢6KSy 2SS al AR ¥atféedlyolitSvkdreddeveryouGvillnd &rEer they R
gate in submissiort, y R AblsadvationYhita**We will forgive you your offences, and will
AYONBI 4SS (KS R2SNBR 2F 322 RoE

The correspondence is exact. The key expressiongfreely, abundantly, without

restriction) and O KSNBEOSN) @2dz gAft0 | LIISFNI AY 0620
deliberately describes both locatiols R Y Q& 3 I Ngc&tighoflthg Ghildiei &

Israel using the same formula of unrestricted sustenance

The connection deepens with the use of the verb  (ihbih @ a RSa OSYy Ré§

I FGSNI ' RFYQEa (NI yaaINBaairzyszr (KS vd2NXQlFy adalds

9 put they changed this saying;r, Sgh, Kusing for it a Nabathean expressigfy, TA;saying A® So® ¢ NBR 6KS
a(Sgh, K.accord. to ESSuddee and Mujahid; or, accord. to lAar,
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20

Then the Shaan made them slip therefrom, and got them out from that in which they were.
We said: Get you down(Ahbitugn enemy to one anothe®n earth will be a dwelling place
for you and an enjoyment for a time.

2 § & IGat oy down frorfAhbity) it all together. And ifhere comes to yoguidance from
Me, whoso follows My guidance: no fear will be upon them, nor will they g2e’®.

The same verb is later used when addressing the Children of Israel:

Andwherg 2dz & ARY dah adzalyY ¢S gAft y2i SYyRd:INE 2y
bring forth for us of what the earth grows of its green herbs, and its cucumbers, and its
garlick YR AGa tfSyGAtas FyR Ala 2yAazyadéd ||'S al AR
better?Descen(hbity) [Msr- ], YR &2dz gAff KIFI @S ¢KIG &2dz Kl
humiliation and wretchedness were pitched upon them; and they incurred wrath from God,

for it is that they denied the prootd God! And they killed the prophets without cause,it

is thatthey opposed and they exceeded all bourti6lL

¢ KS v dzNXQI y goavelzoreyiter. it usdés: @ again- descendLinguistically, this
verb denotes movement from a higher place to a lower one, or from an elevated state to an
inferior one, physically or situationally.

By repeating the same vocabuladwelling, free provision, and desceit K S v dzZNXQF y  SE LJ
fAYyl1a GKS 20 (A 2y loaffon df tRe Chifdien ofllbraeR $ W Sg & @AKXG K S
SELX FAya AGaSt¥F GKNRBAdAK NBLSGAGAZY |yR LI GGS
garden within the same earthly logic as the settlements of the Children of Israel. The

connection is embedded in the text itself, for those who read it carefully.

20 _AB, (S, Msb, K,por. { and {} , (Msh} K,)but the latter is of rare occurrence(Msb,)inf. n.AvB, (S, K,)of that

whereof the aor. is{ , and f that whereof the aor. is{ ; (TA;)pr of the latter only, that of the former

beingAR; (Msb;)He, or it, (said of water &c., Msb,descended: (S, Msb, K:and A- h@descended,or went

down, or went down a declivity;and it sloped down; syn. ps(TA;Jand A 2AnRIFURN R1Jt Wa 6 1J Wt kel I We t Wa 6 R
became lowered, or degraded;syn.Kg—m(K;)being quasipass. of #ABY(S, TA,mnd it may be also ofA3®, as is said in

the M. (TA.)You say, @ pMr TpAB[We descended a difficult declivity. (A, in art.p p)énd oA, (Bd, ii. 58, and

Msb,) [as though it were trans., foa¥T] inf. n.AvB, (Msb,)We descended into the valley(Bd, Msb.)And & ABHe

came forth from it.(Bd, ubi supra.)lt is said in the Kur, ii. 58, pHbs A Bmescend ye into Misr(Bd:)accord. to one

reading, MABY(Bd, TA.)You say also FbgPABHe entered such a towror country. (K.)And Y a8 I]_MNB-,&BSA:EI

removed him from a place to a place(Msb.) T
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THE PLACE OFRETURN

We can now understand why Petra is central. It is not merely the setting of past civilizations.
It is identified because creation itself began heFhis also explains whnajjis directed to

this location. It is not an arbitrary site chosen without reason. It is a place of return.
Humanity journeys back, to where it first emerged

G! YR 6KSyYy 2d8elingt REF GRBBENKY Il Y1 AYRXE OHYMHPD

Modern translations frequently render I G Kntoal K LX F OS 2F I G KSNRY 3
lexically inadequate and obscures the primary meaning of the term.

1 OO02 NRA Y 3 (cEnglish Ledcons drawiNg od dafly Arabic authoriteb, (i K nisd I K
defined as:

4 LIXIFOS (G2 6KAOK LIS2LX S NBOGddNYT | LXFOS 27F 1

The core semantic field &f I { K nisorétuikn, not mere assembly. While gathering may
occur incidentally, it is not the defining meaning of the word.

t SGNF Aa y2i OK2aSy o6SOFdzasS 2F €FGSNI 0N RAGA
points to it when speaking of beginnings. It is the place from which humanity emerged, and
therefore the place to which humanity is commanded to return.

It is a return to the point of originback to where life began, wheteimancreation was first

set in motion, and where the signs of that beginning atdl visible.

Legends of the former people

CKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS vdzNQFys | O02yaradSyda LI GaGSNYy
repeatedly, yet the response is always the same

Gb20KAY3 odzi £ SISYRa 2F (GKS F2NX¥SNI LIS2L) Sao
[6:25; 8:31; 16:24; 283; 25:5; 27:68; 46:17; 68:15: 83:13]

2L uips(accord. to Aboo-ls-hak originally L8, T)A place to which people return(ISh, Aboocls-hék, T, S,

Msb,) or to which one returns,(ISh, S, Msb,Jime after time; (S;)and Wphsignifies the same:(Aboo-Is-hak,

T:)and the former,a place of assemblyor congregation: (ISh:)or a place where people

assemble, or congregate, after they have separatedyr dispersed; ¢ + W¢ 0+ Y Wk Wa @XKddndan q 1J1 Ws Y I T
place of alightingor abode; an abode;or a house;because the inhabitants thereof return to it(ISh, Skafter

having gone to their affairs
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Now that multiple narrativesndependently and consistentlizave been traced back to
Petra, a questiomaturallyariseswhat will the response be this time?

Will it again be dismissed, not because the evidence is lacking, but because the conclusion
does not align with inherited geography and lestgnding tradition?

¢CKS vdaNRFY FYyGAOALI 6Sa LINBOAaSte GKAa NBFOGA

Il YR 6KSy Al Aa
S F2dzy R 2dzNJ | vy
guided?2:170

Q¢ >
j e g [

OKSYZ ac2ftf2¢ 6KIG D2
T2ff 2

u 2
2 NRA f26Ay3AdE 90SYy AT 0

O« ¢
wm =

The obstacle, then, is not a lack of signs, nor an absence of evidence. It is the refusal to

RSLI NI FNRY AYKSNAGSR FaadzvLliazyao 2KSy (NIFR
own signsare overlooked, a deeper question must be asked: what is truly guidingnds

which account are we choosing to follow?

False assumptions passed dogemeration after generationor the truth sent down from our
Lord?

For those who refuse to question what they inherited, these accounts will retn&irS 3 Sy Ra 2 7
0KS T2NYSNILISRdeE Siazz ¢ £ F O1 2F GNHMziKSX o6dzi RdzS
not fail to guide the reader failed to follow.

The Examples

Now that we have traced every narration consistently back to Petra, one might think we
could immediately begin the search for the true location eMalsjid alHaram. Yet, the

v dzZNQ | Yy dnd detailedddoki12:4,)16:89)It repeatedly emphasizes that it presents
examples, elaborated in every form, to leave no room for doubt:

30:58

We have cited in this Quran for peophery sort ofexample And even if you were to bring
GKSY I LINRP2F: (K2aS ¢gK2 RAA0StEASOS ¢g2dA R al &
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17:89 We have displayed for mankind in this Quemery kind ofexample but most people
insist on denying the truth.

18:54We have elaborated in this Quran for the peaplery kind of examplgbut the human
being is a most argumentative being.

Qear proofs embedded in the text itself. These examples go beyond the narratives of the
messengers; they reinforce, confirm, and illuminate the same reality again and-dlgain
true location ofthe MasjidAl Haram.

In the chapters that follow, we will examine these additional signs. Each is a confirmation,

designed to remove uncertainty, and to guide those who reflect towardltbth. The

vdzZNRlIy R2Sa y20 fSI@S Ada | dzZRASYyOS 3IdzSaaiyarT
willing to see.

Mother of city'sd p H] FOF

¢KS vdzZNQFIY NBLISFGiISRt& NBFTSNAR (2 (KImOBYYdzyAi
vdzRh a2 0KSNJ 2F (2¢6yacy

And this is a Book which We have sent down, blessed, affirming what is between his hands,
and that you may warn thenother of the townsand those around it. And those who believe
in the Hereafter believe in it, and they maintain their connection. 6:92

And thus We have inspired to you a reading that is in Arabic, so that you may warn the
mother of the townsand those around it, and to warn about the Day of Gathering that is
inevitable. A group will be in Paradise, and a group in Hell. 42:7
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Tradition has long assumed thdmm alv dzBh 6§ KS Ga2 0 KSNJ 2F (G2¢6yasé
GKS vdzZNRIYy AGaSt T R2 Sitdesgrbdas atatlgS Oshntfal promindrr NI A O d.
settlement with a clear historical footprint.

Which city, then, actually carried such a title?

A remarkable answer comes from tRetra Papyrilnastudy,d ¢ KS ¢ A Gt Sa 2F t Sal
| SYyGdzZNEY ¢KS 9 @A RSyWMohaBdl. A K&l NSGNF { I DB RRE
scholars analyzed Byzantheea administrative documents from Petra. What stands out is

how the city officially described itself:

Imperial Colony Antoniana
Distinguished

Holy

Mother of the Colonies

Hadriana Petra

Metropolis of Palaestina Tertia Salutaris

=A =4 =4 4 4 -4

Petra was explicitly a mothaity, a regional capital and central hudxactly the type of city
0KS v dzNQF y vOkNhfdE ¢ !eYYO2yti N> adx GKSNBE Aa y2 KA
held such a title.

¢CKS FftAAyYSYyd Aa adGNR {AyId tSINIQa 2FFAOALE
vdzNQIF YyAO RSAONALIIAZ2Y D 2KAES y20 | adlryRFf2yS
NEBAYF2NOAY3I tSOINF a GKS OAGe NBFSNNBR (2 Ay
later tradition.

§1 ROUUgqc¢c qRYUWRUWqG6WWAzl k¢ UallECt qllc

Before analyzing thBlB t S @ yvérses, dablidpoyfant to clarify the Arabic terms for
cardinal directions:

North; @KIFYnfo
South @Fynoo
East (sharq)

West: (gharb)

O O O o
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LY aSOSNIt OSNESAIS KK FvYuaNIX:yy2 NIHEKBoY Nl dyKRe 2 dz8 KR &
North:[18:17; 18:18; 34:15; 50:17; 56:41; 69:25; 70:37]
South [3:191; 4:103; 9:35; 22:36: 32:16]

For example:

You may have thought that they were awake, yet they were asleep. We made them turn right
and north, while their dog lay with his forelegs stretched across the threshold. If you had
looked at them you would have surely turned away and fled with horror at the sight. 18:18

There was for Salke proofin their dwellingplace: two gardens, on the right and on the
northa 91 0 2F GKS LINPGA&aA2Y 2F @2dz2NJ [ 2NRZ YR 0
[ 2NRHé onYwmp

Yy

But as for him who is given his book infusth>y KS gAff aleésx aL ¢AaK L
book. 69:25

Those who remember God while standing, and sitting, and ondbeth and they reflect

dzLl2y GKS ONBFGA2Y 2F GKS KSIF@Sya FyR G4KS SIN
3t 2NR G2 2dz2 a2 LINRPGSOG dza FNRY (KS LldzyAaKy
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Theirsouthforsake their beds; they call to their Lord in fear and hapé, of what We have
provided them they spend. 32:16

SO Ylrye GNryatlFdA2ya NBYRSNI GKS&AaS G4SNxa | a
The answer lies iperspective If you facesast

1T b2NIK O0a&aKlFyYnfo yettGdzNF tfe Frefta G2 &2dzN
1 {2dziK o2t ynoo yrighf.dzN> £t & Frtta G2 @&2dzN

Ly 2GKSNJ g2NRAaAX GKS vdzZNRI y
¢CNIyatridi2NR dzaSR aftST¥idié¢ | yR
is thatnorth = left, south = rightlooking east.

NAO6SEd8 RANBOGA
¢ G2 Ol L d

¢ KS v dzZNQIFyQa aLd GAl facirg frayna alzef@réncéfha dirdetiofsa |y St a
make coherent sense only when read this way.

This mirrors ancient cartographic practice. The Madaba Map, @@&tkury mosaic
discovered near Petra, preserves exactly this worldview: east at the top, north to the left,
south to the right.

By contrast, no ancient map, inscription, or urban record from Mecca shows aorézsed
flre2dzid LGA KAAG2NAOFE aLJ GAlLft aeadSy R2Sa y

¢KS vdzNRIF yQada RANBOUA2YIFE NBFSNBYyOSasx (GKSNBT?2
surroundings, not Mecca. This is more than a minor detad a structural clue reinforcing
GKS FftA3AyYSyld 2F vdzZNQFYyAO RSAONRLIIAZ2Y GAOK t

o[THE MADABA MAP *+ &1 uB]e

The Madaba Map
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They ask you about the mountains

/ SNIFAY @SNERSa Ay (GKS vdzZNQFy FFNB 2FGSy LI aas
and left unexplored. Yet it is frequently these understated details that carry the most decisive
clues- questions recorded not by chance, but because they reveal the lived reality of the

people to whom the message was delivered.

Consider this carefully: if a messenger appeared in your city today, and you were granted the
opportunity to question him, would you ask about mountains? Almost certainly not. You
would ask about law, belief, salvation, destiny. Mountains wquatbablynot even enter

your mind unless they defined your existence.

S0 GKS vdNXlFy LINBaSNwWSa (KAaAa SEIFOG ljdzSaidazy

20:105
20:106
20:107

YR (KSe& al @&2dz Fo2dzi GKS Y2dzyilAyao {lI&z a
it a level plain, with neither crookedness nor any curving to be seen therein'.

Why would such a question arise at all?

This inquiry only makes sense if the mountains were not distant scenery, but central to daily
life. These were not people who merely liveelarmountains, they livean them. Their

dwellings were carved into stone. Their sanctuaries, tombs, refuges, and places of worship
were embedded in rock. The mountains sheltered them, protected them, and defined their
civilization. To ask about the fate of the mountains was to ask about the fate of their homes,
their cities, their very existence.

¢CKS vdzZNRlIYy NBO2NR& GKAAa jdzSadAz2y 06SOldzasS Ad
concern of a people whose world was inseparable from stone

hyOS F3FAyS GKS vdzZNQlIyYy ljdzASGfteé odzi LINBOAaSt e
shaped by rockndrooted in mountaing; Petra.

Dates, Grapes, and Agricultural Context

2 KSy GKS vdzZNRlIYy NBFSNE (2 SOSNERI& LN} OGAOSa
familiar to its first audience. Descriptions of food, agriculture, and production are therefore
not abstract symbols; they presuppose landscapes where such activities were materially
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L2aaArotsS IyR a20Alftte SadlofAaKSR® hyS &dzOK

cultivation and processing.

¢CKS vdzNRlIy adlrdisSay

And of the fruits of the datpalms and grapevines: you take therefrom an intoxicant, and
goodly provisionln that is a prooffor people who reason. 16:67

This verse assumes the regular cultivation of gazdéms and grapevines, followed by
systematic processing of their fruits. Grape cultivation in particular requires sustained
irrigation, terracing, pruning, harvesting, and dedicated installations for pressing and
collection.

In Petra and the surrounding Nabataean territory, archaeology preserves this exact
agricultural framework. Researchers have documented over fifty-cackvinepresses, often
integrated into terraced hillsides. These presses are part of a broader system that includes
channels, cisterns, dams, and runo#fpture installations, designed to support vineyards in a
semtarid environment. Together, they attest to largeale grape cultivation and fruit
processing over centuries.

Ancient wnepress found near Petra

In contrast, archaeological investigations in and around Mecca have not identified
comparable agricultural infrastructure from the relevant period. While the broader Hejaz
contains rock art, lithic remains, and limited settlement traces, no winepresses, terraced
vineyards, or rockut fruit-processing installations of similar scale and antiquity have been
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documented. The environmental conditions and material record do not show evidence of
sustained viticulture or grapbased production comparable to that seen in Petra.

¢tKS vdNQFYyAO RSAONARLIGAZ2Y AY wMcYcT-pamsandya Of 2
grapevines were cultivated and processed. On present archaeological evidence, Petra fits this
description in a concrete and documented way, while Mecca does not provide corresponding
material remains.

Tombs andepulchres

Ly GKNBS aSLINFY¥GS LI aal3asSazxs GKS vdz2NXQFy RSaoON
from 6l 2RnNOKUVY

YR AG Aa of2sy Ayl2 sapkiGresiikthgy BadignTortothétr G KSy F
Lord. 36:51

Their eyes humblethey will come forth from theepulchredike locusts spreading4:7

The day they will come forth from thesé&pulchres in haste, as though towards an
idol, running.70:43

These verses are often translated using the generic gawes This translation, however,
obscures a critical distinction present in the Arabic.

Classical Arabic already possesses a precise and common word for an ordinary grave:

Ol FONDET NBFSNNAYy3A G2 | AAYLIES o0dzNAIf LIAG Ay
and uses it elsewhere. Yet in all three passages above, it deliberately gabidend instead

usesk 2 R.n 0 K

Instead, it consistently uses
LEXICALMEANING OFAs ? 0 N ¢

Classical Arabic lexicons define  as:

1 burial places that are recognizable and marked,

f constructed or hewn sepulchersot unmarked pits,

1 resting places that are visible, sometimes monumental, and spatially distinct.
Ly aK2NIiZ | 2Rn sefulcthng FoSshidple enh gim@sy 0 & 2 NJ
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A

CKAAa fAYy3IdzZAiadAO OK2AO0S YIFIGGSNERD® ¢KS vdzZNRQIF yQa
sepulchres in the surrounding landscape.

.A".. 2y ‘

Tombs in Petra
This raises a concrete geographical question:

Where do we find a landscape dominated by visible, constructed sepulchers rather than
simple ground burials?

ARCHAEOLOGICALCORRELATION

Petra presents one of the most concentrated funerary landscapes in the ancient world. The
city contains hundreds of roatut tombs, carved directly into sandstone cliffs, many of them
monumental in scale and architectural complexity.

Among the most prominent are:
1 the Urn Tomb,
T the Silk Tomb,
T the Corinthian Tomb,
T and the Palace Tomb.

By contrast, the Mecca region shows no archaeological evideng@efslami& sepulchres

Excavations and surveys in and around Mecca have not revealed:
T rockcut tombs,
T  monumental burial facades,
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T or largescale, permanent funerary architecture comparable to Petra.
Burials ifMeccal LJLJIST NJ (2 KI @S 06SSy &aAayYL}X Sz O2yairadSy

¢tKS vdzNRFyQa dzasS 2F | 2RniUK LINBadzllasSa | Fdzy
constructedsepulchre® t S (i NJ Qfaffilstthis fieRaiighon ldifctly and abundantly.
aSO00l Qa R2Sa yz2i00e

Garden beneath which rivers flow

¢ KS vdzNRI Yy LINE YA &S aGaitéhdf EeiBifyneySvll Bav@whatedr G Ay K
their souls desireEach soul receives what it longs for, shaped by its own experience and
needs.

25:1525:16
{FreY aLa&a OGKIFIG oSGGSNI 2N GKS 3IIFNRSY 2F SUGUSNYA
their reward and destiny. In it they will have what they wish eternally. It is upon your Lord a
requested promise.

43:71
There will be passed around among them platters of gold and cups, and they will find
everything the self desires and the eyes wish for, and therein will you abide eternally.

LSO Ff2y3aARS (KAA SYLKIFaAa 2y apgchRdigeahR dzl £ F d:
with striking consistency. More than thirty timebse Garden of Eternitis described as:

GDFNRSya o0SySIiK gKAOK NAGDSNRE Tt 24 d¢

[2:25; 2:266; 3:15; 3:136; 3:195; 3:198; 4:13; 4:57; 4:122; 5:12; 5:85; 5:119; 9:72; 9:89;
9:100; 13:35; 14:23; 16:31; 20:76; 22:14; 22:23; 25:10; 29:85; 39:20; 47:12; 485, 48:17,
57:12; 58:22; 61:12; 64:9; 65:11; 66:8; 85:11; 98:8]

The key word i& > meaning under, beneath, below. In classical Arabic, indicates a
vertical relationship, something physically beneath something else, not beside it, not running
through it, not flowing nearby.

22 is thecontr. of  : (Msb, K:and [signifyingThe location that is beneath, belowr, under] is opposed to  , and

is used in relation to that which is separate from another thing;
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This raises a structural question:

P
N
(@p))
QX

Ifeachsoulgetsg K| i A G LISNE2Y Il ffé& RSaANBazI gKe
this one image? Why insist on rivers flowingm beneaththe gardens?

The answer lies in the lived environment of the audience.

In Petra, water management was structurally central to urban survival. Archaeological

research has documented an extensive network of subterranean channels;ubcknduits,
underground pipelines, cisterns, and covered aqueducts, through which rainwater was
collected, stored, and distributed beneath the city.

These systems were foundational, enabling sustained settlement in an otherwise arid
environment.Accordingly, water flowing beneath the surface constituted the most secure
and reliable form of provision available to the population. Subterranean flow minimized
evaporation, reduced loss, and protected supply from environmental volatility.

I 3FAyald GKA& o0l Ol 3INRPdzyRZIAGAKARGSYZAD $ PSS | NE LIS K ik
Tt X0¢ ) acquires a concrete semantic grounding.

The emphasis oheneath( ) reflects a vertical spatial relationship that closely
O2NNB&alLRyRa (2 G(KS I'dRASYyOSQa tAQGSR SELISNARSY
The repetition of this imagery across many passages suggests it was interttiéhd v dzZNXQ I y
presents ultimate abundance using a model of provision that its audience would have

immediately recognized

Thus, the descriptiors grounded in the lived experience of a community whose survival

depended on carefully managed subterranean water systems. The close correspondence
0S06SSYy (GKAA AYF3ISNE YR tSGNIrQa (1y26y KeRNI
v dzNXQI Yy Q& f |y 3dz 3 Sisspezific @rvieonintenf.i f @ NB T SOGa (K

We reduce the land from its edges

¢KS vdzZNRlIyYy LINBaSyda | adGNA{Ay3I AYIF3IAS Ay (g2

13:41
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Do they not see that We come to the land and reduce it from its edges? And God gives
judgment and there is none to override His judgment. And He is swift in reckoning.

23

ButWe gave these and their fathers enjoyment until life became long for thernthey not
see that We come to the land and reduce it from its edges? Is it then they who will be the
victors?? 21:44

The key verb is (yaraw)auKSe aSSo¢g /tlaarolft I NNoAOT | a
makes clearthat 6 N} " n0 NBFSNHE G2 | O dzr f éAEIKuZ 0KS L
GCKRTF (KS 888T (KS aAakKid G(KSNB2FT fAGS Jffé:
¢CKAad AYRAOIF(GSa (KIFG GKS vdzZNRlIY A& RSaONAROAY3

metaphor.

Traditionalcommentariesoften interpretd NS RdzOAy 3 GKS fFyR FTNRY AGa
kingdoms, the loss of territory, or diminishing power. While this interpretation has symbolic
G t£dz2S> AG R2Sa y20G 002dzyd F2NJ 6KS v dzNQI yQa

t SGNI Q&4 3IS23INI) LIKE LINE Geddgisal and gaaimbdiphdldgigad = f A G SN
SOARSYOS aKz2ga GKIFIG GKS alFyRadtz2yS FyR tAYSad
actively being eroded and worn down by natural processes:

7 t SGNIQa RSTFAYAYy3I 3S2f 238 Aa LINBR2YAYIlIy(fe
sculpted over millions of years by wind, water, and weathering. These processes
continuously wear down cliff faces, ridges, and escarpments.

T a2RSNY &aidzRASa 2F tSINIYQa NRO] aftz2LJ5a 206a
rain, erosion along joints and bedding planes, and gradual breakup of cliff,edges
processes that literally reduce the edges of the landscape over time.

1 Climatic factors typical of arid rift environments, such as episodic intense rainfall,
promote erosion and removal of material from rock faces, further retreating cliff
edges and reshaping valleys.

This means the land at Petra literally changes shape, recedes, and diminishes from its edges
through geological timesomething an ancient observer could witness over generations.

By contrast, the geology around Mecesfundamentally different from the easily eroded
sandstone cliffs of Petra:

23

isaninf. n.of [qg.Vv]:(T, S, KJand is also a subst.: used as a subgtnjeans The of the eye;(Lth, T, Msb;i. e.
the sightthereof; like
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1 The rock formations around Mecca are dominated by Precambrian igneous and
metamorphic basement rocks such as granodiorite, tonalite, and other crystalline
rocks

1 These hard resistant rocks are far less prone to rapid, visible edge erosion compared
02 alyRalG2yS® ¢KSANI gSIFIKSNAY3I 200dzNE Y dzO
the dramatic cliff retreat and valley edge reduction seen in sandstone landscapes.

CKAAa YSIya (KS vdzZNXQFyAO AYF3AS 2F aNBRdAzOAyYy 3
landscape seen at Petra far more naturally than the terrain surrounding Mecca.

The Rose City

t SGNIX Aa Flyzdzate 1y2¢6y a GKS aw2asS /AGese
sandstone cliffs. These colors result fraon oxide within the stone which oxidizes over

time, producing the distinctive rosy tint that has fascinated travelers for centuries. The

natural color of the cliffs is not a fleeting phenomenon; it is a constant, defining feature of

the landscape.

] 2dz R GKS vdzNQIY 08 |t f dzRA Cahsiderthe fieisa: & dzy A lj dz8
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55:37

Translations vary:

Saheeh International
And when the heaven is split open and becomes-cobmed likepil.

Shakir
And when the heaven is rent asunder, and then becomes raedikede.

Hilali & Khan
Then when the heaven is rent asunder, and it becomes rosy or regdligi, or red hide

Here we immediately notice a key issue: the Arabic wordgwardah) and  (dihan) are
translatedRA FFSNBy Gf ed {2YS (N} yORE2ABREREGNONAD § 1§
20KSNAR 2LJ0 F2NJ GNBRE 2NJ aft A1S NBR KARS®E

Two words are central:  (wardah)and  (dihan). Consulting | ySQa: [ SEA Q2 Yy

1 Wardat?y &! o6 NR 3K { indiildg tedaRl Rellaivkessénfially2a lgihkish or
NP aé& KdzSoé
1 Dihar®®y d¢wSR KARSY 2Af dzASR F2N) Fy2AyaGAy3aT C
S| NI K ®¢
Notably, translatinglihanl & a2 A€t ¢ A& YAatSIRAy3aAY 2Af Aa &§
GNBR KARS¢ SYLKI&aAl S& NBRI wadah oievéd 8ryeT £ A Ol a 6
classical sources limkhanto rain that moistens the surface, producing a slight shine or
deepening of color.

hodASNWIF A2y Fftes GKAa FftA3Iya gAGK t SGNXY T
Y2NB OGAGARI FfY2ad 3Fft26Ay3add Ly 20KSNI g2NRax
OKFG YANNBNR (GKS SyKFEYyOSR LRAyYy] G2ySa 2F tSiON

24 [A bright,or yellowish, bay coloura colour between that of a horse that is termed and that of one
termed : (S, L:pra red colour inclining to yellowl..)

= A red hide(S, K[See also  .]) Hence, in the Kdiv. 37], , I. e.And shall become

red, (S,)or of a rosecolourZj, L in art. ,)or of a red colour inclining to yellow, in that art., like the red
hide: (S, Bd, Jelor like the hide that is of a pure red colo(rA:)or like that[oil] with which one

anoints;see :oritis pl. of :(Bd:)[thus]it means, accord. to Abels-hak[Zj],and shall becomfed, &c.,
and] of various colours, by reason of the very great terli&g diversoils:or, accord. to ERaghiblike the dregs
of oil, or of oliveoil; for this is another signification of . (TA.)

I £ &aWealrain(AZ, S:orrain such as moistens the surface of the ground; K:andso  : (K:)pl. .(AZ, S, K)
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C2NJ f AAGSYSNAR AYy tSGNISX gK2 6gSNBE AYyaGAYlFGSt e
description of a roseolored sky would have been immediately recognizable, vivid, and
meaningful.

It demonstrates howthe Qur anoften draws on observablghenomena to communicate
profound truths.

K p tPFbh3When the earth gives way beneath them

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy NBLISFGSRfe RSaONAoSa | F2N¥ 27F L
swallowing those upon it. This phenomenon is referred to by the root , appearing in
multiple passages:

And each We took for his transgressiang among them was he upon whom We sent a
storm of stones; and among them was he whom the Blast seized; and among them was he
whom We caused the earth to swallow; and among them was he whom We drowned. And
God wronged them not, but they wronged their souls.29:40

Do those who scheme evils feel secure that God will not cause the earth to cave in with them,
or that the punishment will not come upon them from where they do not perceive? 16:45

y 20

QX

¢KS vdzZNQIFYy NBLISE GSRf &-tindgelodthfrgncal K 0 GKA& A
[16:45; 17:68; 28:81; 28:82; 29:40; 34:9; 67:16; 75:8]

denotes asudden, subsurface collapse literal giving way of the land beneath
structures or people.

Lexicons define as:
1 The ground giving way,

1 Sudden subsidence where structures or inhabitants are swallowed,
1 Collapse originating from the earth itself rather than from external forces.

GEOLOGICAL CONDITIONS IMPLIED BY P
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For such a warning to be meaningful to its first audience, the landscape must be one where
this kind of collapse is imaginable. Certain geological conditions makeplausible as a
real danger rather than an abstract threat.

Such regions typically share several characteristics:

active or nearby fault systems,

fractured or layered bedrock rather than massive solid shield rock,

rock types prone to collapse or subsurface erosion, such as limestone or sandstone,
underground voids, cavities, or weakened strata,

seismic stress capable of triggering sudden ground failure.

= =4 -8 4 -4

tKSaS O2yRAGAZ2ya ONBFGS | GrFry3AaoftsS Nxal 27F
lived experience rather than abstract imagination. Without such environmental reality, the
VAINQF YAO 6FNYyAYy3 g2dzZ R NBYFAY LJzNBte& FAIdzNT @

COMPARING THHLANDSCAPES

The geological characteristics of Mecca and Petra reveal a striking contrast, one that directly
AYLI OGa GKS LI [ dzaAoAf AGe@ 2 Fthele&rts givindaMRl v A O RS A

aSO0lI Qa GSNNIAY Aa R2YAYIFIGSR o6& t NBOFYONRIY
forming a solid and stable geological shield. These formations are exceptionally resistant to

erosion or subsurface collapse. The region experiences limited seismic activity, and there is

no historical evidence of widespread ground subsidence, sinkholes, or other forms of land
collapse. While Mecceontains some mountaingts solid bedrock and lack of layered, easily

eroded strata make largscale ground failure unlikely. Archaeological and geological surveys
O2YFTANY (KS [64aSyOS 2F FSIiGdaNBa GKIFG O02dz R O
literally swallowing what stands above it.

By contrast, Petra sits along the Dead Sea Transform fault system, one of the most seismically
active regions in the area. The city is carved into sandstone and limestone cliffs, rocks that

are deeply fractured by tectonic stresses and naturally prone to erosion. Its landscape is

defined by narrow gorges, rodut terraces, and extensive underground cavities, and
archaeological and geological studies provide clear evidence of historical collapses,

4dz0 AaARSYOSs YR 2y32Ay3 SNRaA2Yy |f2y3a OftAFT
and terraces have visibly worn away or given way, creating subsurface voids and areas where
the land has literally collapsed.

For the inhabitants of Petra, these hazards were not abstract concepts but tangible,
observable realities. They lived among cliffs that could crumble, terraces that could erode,
and ground that could shift  { Ay 3 G KS v dzZNXQF y A iomedidtend SNE 2 F
recognizable and meaningful. In Mecca, by contrast, no similar environmental or geological
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context exists. The stable, resistant terrain would offer no such vivid reference for
understanding the earth literally giving way.

Living among the dead

¢KS vdzNRFY LINBaSydga I AGNATAY3I AYIFIAS Ay MDY D

And how many a generation have We destroyed before them? Do you perceive any of them
or hear from them a sound? 19:98

The emphasis on perceptighR2 & 2dz LISNOSA GS | y& aSstmestkaB Y I 2 N.
the audience could directly witness and experience the silence of the dead.

This imagery works only if the deceased were interwoven into the spaces of daily life. If
tombs or graves were situated on the periphery, outside the center of the city, the verse
would lose its immediacy.

In Mecca, burial grounds were outside urban centers. Residents would have been far
removed from the graveshe dramatic power of 19:9®f the dead being present yet
unreachablewould not resonate

Petra, however, presents a radically different reality. Monumental tombs such as the Urn
Tomb, Silk Tomb, Corinthian Tomb, and the Royal Tombs were integrated directly into the
urbancenter, carvednto cliffs that overlooked homes, streets, and public spaces.

Residents lived, traded, and moved daily in the shadow of these sepulchers. The dead were
LI NG 2F GKS OAalGteéeQa FNOKAGSOOdzNB:Z akKlLAYy3a Ada

In addition to tombs, Petra preserves the scars of vanished generations. Collapsed structures
from ancient earthquakes, entire ruined complexes testify to past catastrophes.

In this city, the silence of prior generations is tangible; their absence felt.

¢CKS vdzZNRIFIyAO LIKN}AS GR2 &2dz LISNODSAQPS |ye 27F
impact only in such an environment.

In Petra, life and death coexist in immediate proximity. The verse resonates because it
describes a world where the traces of previous peoples are unavoidable, inseparable from

the present however unreachable
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Iron

t SGN Aa gARSte 1y2¢6y a GKS aw2asS /AGeze |
reddishbrown hues of its cliffs and monuments. These colors are not incidethtay are
GKS RANBOG NBadzZd 2F ANRBYy> Ly StSYSyd GdKFdG R

t S { NJ -QdarcNigofdie is carved primarily from Nubian sandstone, which is naturally
pale. The vivid reds, purples, and deep browns emerge wherbieaning minerals in the
sandstone oxidize, coating the grains and producing the dramatic banding seen throughout
the cliffs and facades.

Where iron is abundant, the stone turns deep red; where it is less concentrated, softer pinks

YR @Sftft2g¢a | LIISFENI®P LNRYy y20 2yfte& ONBlIGSa tS
durability. Oxidized iron forms stable mineral coatings that slow erosion, helping preserve

tombs, facades, and monuments for millennia. In Petra, iron is not abstitastvisible,

tangible, and integral to the very environment its inhabitants interacted with daily.

SURAHALR ?2p 2 LW
57:25

And We sent our messengers with the clear signs, and sent down with them tharBicibie
balance, that men uphold equityand We sent down iron wherein is mighty power and
benefits for men and that God might know him who helps Him and His messengers unseen;
God is strong and exalted in might.

Positioned at the mathematical cent&r¥ (1 KS v dzNXQFy 6 OKIF LIWISNI p1 27
the thematic and symbolic importance of iron. God describes iron as possessing both might

( ) and benefit (), emphasizing not only its physical strength but its utility and

role in human society.

In Petra, archaeological evidence confirms the material reality of this verse: iron was central

to daily life. It was used in tools, utensils, construction, and structural reinforcement. Iron
embedded in the sandstone enhanced both practical use and the durability of carved

structures. The landscape itsatfiffs, monuments, tombsis saturated with iron, making it a
fAGAY3IS GAairofS RSY2YAUNIGAZ2Y 2F (GKS v dz2NQFYyQ
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IRON AS ASIGN

The verse concludes by stating that iron is a way God identifies those who support Him and

| A4 YSaaSy3aSNar® ¢KAA aidlaSYSyid oS@BYSa aidNw|
landscape is everywhere apparent: in the stone, in the tools, and in the architectural

AYFNI aGNUzOGdzNBEd LT 2yS gSNB (2 TFT2if{thes D2RQA
v dzZNQF Yy Q& Ay a i NHzO (i foeyivauld ndtdrally ibeSlédifoza black whRre iioh 3y &
defines the environment. Petra is that place.

Ly 204KSNJ g2NRA&AX I RKSNByOS G2 D2RQa YSaal 3S:
automatically leads to Petra: a landscape traced with iron, matching the verse perfectly. The
ANRY A& GKS YFOSNARLFE LINP2FX GKS LIKeaAOlf &aii3
follows Him through this correspondence: those who recognize the sign, who trace the

guidance in the real world, are the ones the verse identifies.

STRENGTH DURABILITYAND CLARITY

¢ KS vdzZNRI yQa NB O dziksNdkeyigih, ullify, Buli NiBnysi@kakie piesenca N2 v
presume an audience already familiar with iron as a common, durable, and practically
significant material.

17:50
{Fe8Y a.S @2dz ai2ySa 2NJ ANRY

22:21
And for them are restraintsf iron.

50:22
G,2dz 6SNBE Ay yS3tSO0 2F GKAaz a2 2SS ftAFTISR @&

FAMILIARITY WITHRON IN THENABATAEANWORLD

Archaeological evidence from Petra and its broader cultural sphere confirms that iron was
familiar in everyday contextéron implements and objects have been recovered from
Nabataean contexts in and around Petra, illustrating that iron was used, circulated, and
integrated into material culture:

1 Excavations in Petra have recoveraah tools and iron objectsised in construction
and daily lifeincluding iron nails, picks, and possibly dagderitems dating to the
Nabataean period, showing that metalworking and iron use were part of ordinary
practice.

1 Metalworking traces and slag concentrations found in wadis near the ancient city
suggest localized metal processing activities that produced iron and other metals,
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indicating that the community engaged with ironworking technologies at least to the
point of processing and working iron objects.

1 Iron and copper fixtures have been found embedded in architectural contexts
AK26AYy3 ANRBYQa AYyGSAINIGAZ2Y AyG2 &d0NHzOG dzNF
constructions.

¢tKSaS FTAYRA& RSY2yadN}XidS GKFGO ANRY gk a YIF GSNA
environment.

CKS vdzZNRIFIYyAO @SNBSa | 62dzi ANRBY LINBadzyS GKI
for their audiencenot a rare or obscure metal. Archaeological evidence from Petra and its

vicinity supports this assumption: iron artifacts, architectural uses, and metalworking debris
confirm that iron was visible, worked, and integrated into daily life. This material reality gives
0KS vdzNRFyQa NBEFTSNByOSa (2 auNBy3IlGKXI RdzNJ 0 A f
resonance for a community living amid iraich stone and technology.

Tar (QI § Ub

¢CKS vdzNRIY 2F0Sy AYyO2NLR2NFGSa KAIKf& ALISOATA
audience would have immediately recognized. A striking example appears in the description

of the garments of the inhabitants of the Fire:

14:50
Their garments of Tar, and the Fire covering their faces

The choice of gN(#4r) is significant. Instead of using a generic term for burning or heat,

0KS vdzZNRlIy ALISOATASAE | adomaidlyOS gARSte 1y26
strong odor, and ability to inflict intense pailhis a tangible material, culturally familiar to

the audience.

CLASSICALARABIC LEXICONS PROVIDE PRECISE DEFINITIONS
[ Iy S Qa&cErglNG Lexic@h records:
(S, Msh, Kand (Msb, Kand (K)[Tar,or liquid pitch] what exudes from the tree
called ,[orjuniper,or the species of juniper callesavin,both of which have this name in the present

day,](Msb, K, * TA,and from the [or pinetree], and the like(K, TA,when subjected to the action of firgit.
when cooked;used for smearinfmangy] camels(Msb, TA &c.; (Msb;)i. q. .(S.)[See also ]

From this definition, several points are clear:
T Q'NhYy A& | YIFydzZFl OGdzZNBR adzmaidl yoSs
T Itis produced from local trees, including juniper, cedar, and pine.

JUNIPER AND THEPETRAREGION
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Juniper species, notabduniperus phoeniceand related varieties, are native to the

highlands of southern Jordan and northwest Arabia, encompassing the Petra region.
Archaeobotanical surveys confirm that these trees grew in serdi mountainous zones,

providing raw material for gNh Yy LINP RdzOG A2y GAOGKAY GKS bl ol dt

ARCHAEOLOGICALEVIDENCE OFTAR INNABATAEANMATERIALCULTURE

Archaeological findings further support the use otl@sed substances. A study titled:
G!'yrteara 2F NBaAy2dza YFIGSNRAFE LINBaSyd 2y |y
GKS ! N @ =xhtftSece

identified resinous substances consistent with tar or pitch on a Nabataean artifact. Moa, a
Nabataean station linked to Petra by caravan routes, demonstrates that tar was not only

known but actively produced, handled, and applied in Nabataean society.

wkiKSNJ GKIFy NBfeAy3a 2y |o6adGNFOG AYIFASNER: GKS
and practices of its first listeners.

Ly &adzyz GKS v dzNNX W ot INGFENBYOE Aika @2y aAadSy
culturally grounded imagery, linking teaching directly to the lived experience of its audience

in the Nabataean and North Arabian context.

Ancient names of Petra

We all know the city as Petra, but most people do not know the meaning of its name. Its

famous Greek namdetrad ~ v _ ~ h 0 X {f ANBSIN] EX6 BF Gk yRS a ONR LG A 2
defining feature: homes, tombs, and monuments carved directly into the mountains. The

name emphasizes the material itsélfK S a2 G2y S GKIFG &aKI LISa y2i 2yf
entire landscape and identity.

wSYFN]JFofter GKS vdz2NXQIFIy NBFfSO0Ga GKS akyYS NEBI
RAC2NE YIKSyASR LE S 2F (GKS NROJ ¢

The companions of &ijr denied the messengers. 15:80

The Arabidijr () literally means rock, stone, or rocky place. The text describes them
carving homes from the mountains:

G¢KSe OF N¥WSR RgSftfAy3aIa FNRY GKS Y2dzyadlAyas 7
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It describes a population literally carving their homes from stone, exactly as Petra is known
today.

[ AYy3dzZA a0 A0 fte&s GKS vdz2NRFY LINS&ASNWSa (GKS DNB
T Greek: Petra = stone/rock
17 v dzNJRijr ¥ sfone/rock
1 v dzNX2 | Y Y-Rijy pkdplé of thé stone place

.dzi GKS aid2NER 32Sa RSSLISN# I} Bdz N& Qe ledprOe HA vy | €
AY FYOASY(d blrolGFSFYy AyaONRLIGAZ2Yya ONJYg k N
Greek influence renamed it Petra.

¢ KS vdzZNQFyYy LINBa SN RKA & KSE S 2INE 12fF GKS t S2

A5AR @&2dz

GKAY]l GKIFG GKS t BpraginPre2 8 OWrKS / | @S |
g2y RNRdza aAidya

K ovdzZNQlIyYy wmyYdo

Linguistically, the Semitic rootgrm ( 11 1) relates to writing, marking, or inscribing. Petra
provides a perfect realorld match:

T The city is covered with monumental inscriptions, carved directly into its rock
facades.

1 Thousands of Nabataean inscriptions remain, preserving the namesecords of its
inhabitants.

1T ¢KS OAGeQa Y2ydzySyidlf G2vyoasx FloeRSaAZ | yR
SOK2Ay3 GKS YSIyAy3a 2F wlloYo

¢CKNRdzZAK OUKAAZ (GUKS vdzZNQFy LINSASNWSa o020K (KS
1. Petra/RA2NJ I aNRO1¢ k 6aai2yS¢é¢ I SYLKI &
2. wkljYdz k wtkloY I' aAyaONAROoSR LI 3
of marking stone
¢KS vdzZNRI yQa OK2A0S (2 tleNGEdtBaNdddionafzhe &ty y I YSa& A

linguistically, linking the narrative, the people, and the landsct#p®ovides a linguistic map
to the true location

fT BUqRN! RUNDWagS6 WAzl k¢ Ukt W 21T RIUAD
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¢t2 ARSYGATFTeEe GKS O2YYdzyAideé FIRRNBaaSR o0& GKS v
alone. The QU2 |-ajfo speaks directly to the religious life of its audience. It criticizes specific
forms of worshipandconcrete practices

By observing what it condemns, we can infer what was materially present in the society it
confronts. Earlier chapters have examined geography, environment, and history. This chapter

adds a further dimension: cultic practice and its archaeological footprint.

LF GKS vdz2NQFY NBLISIGSRfe& RSy2dzy0Sa OSNIFAYy ¥
0SSy LKeaAlOrfte SYOSRRSR Ay (UKS FdzZRASyOSQa a
locations against material evidence. A landscape that preserves such remains will align
Y6EGdzNF ffe gA0K GKS vdzZNQFyAO LA OGdzZNB @

Ax x 0AL-h Qi ,0oaNDM 0K

7 A

hyS 2F (K Ot S NBai

O
QX
(0p))
QX

A& KISy v deNKR yadkay rSiE

HaveyouseenAlni Ky R IInfS! yR al yni GKS&S320KANRXZ G(GKS 2

It then strips these figures of divine legitimacy:

They are only names you have named, you and your fathers, for which God sent down no
authority. They follow only assumption, and what trsmuls desire; but there has come to
them guidance from their Lord.53:23

These verses assume that the audience is familiar with thgseesnot as distant myths,
odzi  Fa fAQGAYy3 202S00Ga 2F RSO2 inamdeyits ¢ KS v dzZNQI
confronting an existing cultic environment.

This raises a testable historical question: where do we find material evidence for the active
worship of these named deities?

PETRA NABATAEANEPIGRAPHICEVIDENCE
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CKS SY@GANRYYSYG 2F tSGUN} LINPGPARSA RANBOG | ND
ak '1T1TnZ FYR alynidod !'yialsS f1FGSNIfAGSNINE NBO
contemporary primary evidence. As demonstrated by John F. HealdeiRReligion of the
Nabataeansinscriptions carved in stone are the most reliable source for identifying
Nabataearworship practises

AL-h @i 0

Al-Uzza appears in several inscriptions at Petra. One was discovered beside a niche on the
gl & dzd 2 GKS YKdzodKIK al AIK tfl OS¢

>lh nsyby >I<z< wmr> byt>
<bd whb>lhy syr>
These are the steles ofallzza and Mare Bayta (which) Wahballahi the plasterer/cardeader made.

The physical placement of this inscription beside a niche demonstrates that dl 1 n

6l a y2
YSNBt& 1y26y o6& yIYS o6dzi OGA@Ste GSySNT

SR
Ax x O N

I f f aldol AESAGSR FONRPaa bl ol dF St y-ShakemNai2NEDd ! {
sanctuary dated to the late first century CE yielded inscriptions explicitly invoking her:

dkyr hyn br <bd>lhy br

>bn<tmw gdm >ltw

>lht> dy b>rm <d <I(m)

Remembered be Hayyan son of .... son of ... before Allatu the goddess
who is in Iram, for ever.

dkrt >t <ydw
bny> br >bslm btb
May Allat remember <Aydu the builder, son of Abshalam, for good

CtKSaS AYAONARLIIA2Yya LINPYARS RANBOGO SLIAINI LIKAO
invoked

M oR

brolGFSEFY SLAINILIKAO SHARSYOS O2y FANXaA (KI
a known and worshipped goddess in the Nabataean world. She is attested in multiple tomb

Ay aONRX LI A 2 ySalihHégR)Ywharé studies Kigtument five inscriptions invoking

her as part of standard Nabataean religious formulae.

LY FRRAGA2YS | bloldFSFYy AYyaONRLIGIAZ2Y FTNRBY ¢I
giventhetited Ki 1 18R RRS a a 2 F¢ ThiKiSgerkally RIRE as Sndalternative
ALIStEAY3a 2F alyni RSY2YAGN)IGAYy3a KSNI NBO23AyA
status as a deity of considerable importance.
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MEcCcA: ABSENCE OFARCHAEOLOGICALEVIDENCE

In contrast, Mecca presents no confirmed pstamic archaeological evidence for the
G2NBKALI 2FT 1 AEXnd® afynido

All knowledge of their supposed Meccan cults derives from éislgmic literary sources,
written centuries after thaelevantperiod.

To date, nayre-Islami& temples, betyls, dedicatory inscriptions, or cultic installations have
been archaeologically verified in Mecca itself.

This produces a stark asymmetry:
1 In Nabataean regions, the worship of these deities is confirmed by contemporary
inscriptions carved into the landscape.
T In Mecca, their worship is preserved only in later textual memory, unsupported by
material remains.

AsA 1IBN MARYAM

hyS 2F (KS Y2ad LISNRAaGSyd 0KS2t23A0Ft LkRaAd
God has taken a soifihis is not mentioned once or twice in passing; it is a recurring

assertion attributed to the audience themselves, and it is repeatedly corrected, rejected, and
dismantled.

This alone tells us something importak S v dzZNXQFy Aa y20d RSd@isiAy3a |
responding to a belief actively held within the community it addresses.

¢KS vdzZNQIFYy NBEO2NRAY

| VR GKSe& alARY HeéD2RS KIS FfIANWFASRE®YE2 | AY AA
the earth, all are dutiful to Hin2:116

The Originator of the Heavens and the Eatbw could He have a son when He has no
companion, and He created all things? And He knows all things. 6:101
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¢t KS& &I ARY & D2 oryibe ta Hi!lH& iS tfie Free fioth Wakd. To Him is what
is in the heavens and the earth. Do you have proof for this? Or do you say about God what
you do not know? 10:68

O people of the Book, do not overstep in yway, nor say about God except the truth. The

Messiah, Isa son of Maryam, was no mtivan a messenger of God and His word, which He

cast to Maryam, and a Spirit from Hi®o believe in God and His messengers, ambtlo

aleY G¢KNBS®PE [/ SIaSsy F2NJ AleHadgorifedtiatiFHeNI T2 NJ & 2
should have a child! To Him is all that ishe heavens and the earth; and God is enough as a
Caretaker. 4:171

Such is Isa, son of Maryam, the word of tratimcerningvhich they doubt.

It is not for God to take a son. Gldrg to Him! When He decrees a matter, He but says to it:

W, S>Q FYyR Al Aad !'yYyR D2R Aa Y& [2NR |yR &2dzN
19:3419:37

They take their rabbis and their religious scholars as lords ratherGloan and the
Messiahson of Maryanand they were not commanded save to serve One God; there is no
god save He. Glohe to Him above that to which they ascribe a partnership! 9:31

¢CKS vdzNRFYy Aa NBLISIFGSRfeée LldzaKAy3d o6F 01 F3AFAYyaA
[18:4; 19:88; 19:91; 19:92; 21:26; 23:91, 25:2; 37:152; 39:4; 72:3; 112:3]

{ dZOK NBLISGAGA2Y 2yfeé YI1Sa aSyasS AT GKS o6SftA
not constructing a hypothetical opponent. It is addressing real claims circulating within its
environment.

IMPLICATIONS FOR THEJURKANKS ORIGINAL AUDIENCE
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¢KSaS LI aal3asSa (23SOGKSNI NBS@SFE AYLRNILIIFyd TSt

f “Isaibn Maryam was already known to them, not as a distant or foreign figure, but as
someone whose status was actively discussed and disputed.

1 Claims were being made that God had a son, indicating more than casual speculation;
this was a position held strongly enough to warrant repeated correction.

 Certain groups within the audience elevatéshbeyond prophethood, assigning him
F NREtS 2NINry]l GKFG GKS vdzNQFYy SELX AOAGTE @

f ¢KSaS 6SNB tAGAYy3d RSolFdiSad ¢KS vdzZNQFyYy aLlS
not into a cultural vacuum.

LT GKS vdz2NRFYy A& NBLISI (i &&dh Manfuyf ahd feiclaimh thatA § K RS
God has taken a son, this theological environment should leave traces in the historical

landscape. Religious ideas do not exist in isolation; they are embedded in institutions,

buildings, inscriptions, and material culture.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT

Archaeological excavations at Petra have revealed a substantial and visible Christian
presence. Multiple churches have been identified within the city itself, demonstrating that
Christianity was institutionally established.

e

T
4
The Byzantine Church at Petra

Se2yR FT2N¥If OKdNOKS&axX / KNRalAly aeévyozfa N
Archaeological reports document numerous incised crosses carved into interior walls and
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architectural elements. Earlier Nabataean structures, including tombs and monumental
facades, were reused and adapted. The carving of crosses into these older monuments
shows that Christianity reshaped the religious landscape in a visible and lasting way.

INSCRIPTIONS IN THENABATAEANHINTERLAND
The broader region surrounding Petra strengthens this pictimscriptions from
northeastern Jordan explicitly invoksa One reads:

4

h Rale o6Waeos KSEL) KAY [3FAyad GK2as$ sK2 RSy& &2do

This inscriptiorshow that Isawas not merely known as a historical figure but was addressed
directly in appeals. He was part of lived religious practice, not an abstract theological
concept.

Together, the churches, crosses, and inscriptions confirm that debates a@status
would have been unavoidable in Petra and its hinterland.

MEcCA: LACK OFARCHAEOLOGICALEVIDENCE

In stark contrast to Petra, Mecca offers no direct archaeological or epigraphic evidence of the
population acknowledgingsa Excavations and surveys around Mecca have not uncovered
any churches, chapels, or Christian sitéslike Petra, there are no repurposed structures

with Christian symbols, crosses, or inscriptidlecca lacks rock inscriptions, graffiti, or
epigraphic evidence showing that Isa was locally recognized or venerated.

Claims that Christian communities existed in Mecca rest entirely on later Islamic
KAAU2NR23ANI LIKEYX gNRGGSY OSylddzNASa | FGSNI GKS
material evidence. From an archaeological standpoint, Mecca remains silent on the question

of a local Christian presence.
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¢ KS v dzZNQRIy | RRNEB & a Sisaibrt Maryanmdelasha3efagiBzedigundl ¢ K 2 Y
Archaeology shows that this description fits Petra and its surrounding Nabataean regions
naturally. Christianity was present theiredocumentable forms.

In Mecca, by contrast, the material record provides no comparable context.
hyOS |3FAysS GKS O2y@SNHSYyOS Aa Of SIN¥Y G4KS vd
religious landscape preserved in Petra, not with the archaeological profile of Mecca.

] YT kKt W qql RHz qJt WRUW ¢ Hecaqcec e UWf U4

Ly GKS LINBOSRAYy3I OKILIISNE 6S SEFYAYSR GKS T2
and tested whether those practices correspond to material evidence preserved in Petra.

CKAAa OKILIISNI NEOSNBRSa GKS RANBOUOAZ2Y 2F AYldz
rejects, it asks whether the religious landscape of Petra preserves traces that resonate
L2aAGAGSte gAGK GKS vdzZNRFYAO 02y OSLIiAz2y 2F D

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy R2Sa& y20 LINBaASyd D2R GKNRdIAK | &a
system of attributes

The guiding question of this chapter is therefore straightforward: do Nabataean inscriptions
from Petra employ divine titles or attributes that correspond to those emphasized in the
v dzZNXQ | y K

LF &adzOK LI N¥ftSta SEAAGET (GKSe& ¢2dzf R FdzNI KSNJ
within the cultural and religious environment reflected in the Nabataean archaeological
record.

DUSHARA- LORD OFSIRIUS

28 KI @S |t NBFR& SEF YXY!SIRI fiX Sl R N&AIKWALI 24y | K $

Yet apove all othAers stood the principal Nabataean deity: Dqshara. 5 )

¢KS y I Y'S | LJI:JSI-AN\E,AAY bI-Ac')I- ul St {A)\yéOIEIJ\LJU)\zyé I

R2Sa y2u0 LINBSAaSNBS ©Y2¢gSfad azZRSNY dEBKAHF A KA L
0> dzadzl ft& dGNYyatlraSR a1'S 2F {KINhé 2N af 2

CNFYRAGAZ2Y I ffe&s {KFENh KIFIAd 0SSy dzyRSNERG22R I &

southeast of Petra, a dominant geographic feature of southern Jordan. This interpretation is

largely based on later Arabic historical tradition. The nidtB y G dzZNB ¢ NR G-SNJ | A & Kn

YIfooX -AYynWAaR®S £221 2F L R2EKJINIHNB GRNR & AR5

the deity with this mountainous region.

However, it is methodologically important to recognize that no surviving Nabataean
AVAONRLIIAZ2Y SELX AOAGtE RSTAYySa R6ONI & a4 2N
interpretation arises from later sources and linguistic inference, not from a Nabataean
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SELX Iyli{i2Ne GSEGod {2YS a0Kz2f I NBE KIS (KSNBTF2
including associations with fertile wilderness or cultivated territory, indicating that the
original sense of the name in Nabataean usage is not definitively settled.

However, because the Nabataean script did not record vowels, an alternative reading is
LJ2 &4 A0 (4SKA BNIN OA[2NR 2F { KAWNhZ¢ LRGSYGAlrfte (
A0FN { ANANdza® ¢KAA NBaz2yFiGSa ¢gAGK GKS vdzZNQIF yA

G!' YR I'S A&a GKS [2NR 2F {ANRdza®Eé OovdzZNRFY poVYn

The similarity between (traditional reading of Dushara) and (v dzZNQFyAO af 2
2F {ANRdzaé 0 Aa y20l06f ST LI NUAOMedove&thpe 3IAGSY
between OS5 KH KFtNhO | o Kf KRt Nh0o NFXAasSa GKS LI T

that the chief Nabataean god may originally have been associated with a celestial referent
rather than a purely geographic one.

This hypothesis gains further context from the broader religious culture of the Nabataeans.

I NOKIFS2t23A0Ft FyYyR FFNOKAGSOGAzZNY f &a0ddzRASa KI &
systematic astronomical orientations. Research by Belmonte and others (Light and Shadows

over Petra) has documented alignments with solsteedequinoxes, indicating a

pronounced interest in celestial order within Nabataean sacred architecture. Pilgrimage

timing and monumental orientation appear to have been coordinated with astronomical
phenomena, suggesting that the heavens played a significant role in Nabataean religious
symbolism.

¢l 1Sy G23SGKSNE GKS fAYy3dAAGAO | YoAIdzAalde 27
sacred space make a celestial interpretation of Dushara historically plausible.

Nevertheless, this observation alone does not constitute proof. Linguistic convergence must

be tested against a wider body of evidence. For this reason, the following sections will
examine additional Nabataean inscriptions and titles associated with Dushara

THE ONE WHO SEPARATES NIGHT FROM DAY
¢KS vdzZNQIy FTNBIljdSyidte SYLKIFIaAl Sa D2RQa O2yidN

alternation of night and day as a manifestation of divine authority:

He merges the night into the day and merges the day into the night.
OvdzNQIY HHYcMT oMYHMT opYmMoU
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This attribution is echoed in the material culture of the Nabataeans. A tomb inscription from
Hegra reads:

1. Hhtry gwhy dy

HO KgOog 0N ylLES 600ROKOLEIYH
od 6Kog oysKe oye OKY

40 6L EYOy LIND ftefte Yy &yYyvyn
5. mn dy ynpq ythm le

(1) These are the two burigiches of (2) Hawshabu son of Nafiyu and cAbdalga (3) and Habbu his children, Sahmites. (4)
And may he who separates night (5) from dayrse whoever removes them forever (Healey 1993:81)

A

SNBzZ GKS DbloltdFSIy LIKN}aAy3d aKS gK2 aSLI NI G
RSAONALIIAZ2Y 2F D2RQa 3I20SNYylyOS 20SN) 6KS 080
LORD OF THRNORLD(S)

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy FNBIljdsSSyidfte KAIKEAIKGA D2RQA a20SN
Gt NI AasS o0Sft2y3a (2v@RBREY[RWR 2F (KS 62NI Ra d¢

This notion of divine lordship finds a striking parallel. An inscription dated to A.D. 267 refers
to Dushara with the title:

YNE " fVY
G 2NR 2F GKS 2 2NI R¢
— :

The inscription demonstrates that Nabataean worship recognized Dushara as a deity whose
dzi K2NA(G& SEGSYRSR o0Seée2yR t20Ff 2N NBIA2Y I §
the title conveys universal lordshipovereignty over all that exists.

ILAHA, GOD

¢ KS v dzZNQI yAl&hYThikGodhs theSsiagular, invoked deityworthy of worship
and direct appeal.

Several passages highlight this core concept:
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Allaht G KSNB A& y2 RSAGEe SEOSLII | AYDPE o6vdzNQFYy H

w»
=y
< O
w»
S
m

a{lrey 1S Aa !ftftl K2 GK Ov dzZNQFY MMHYMO
Slmllarly Safaitic |nscr|pt|ons (1st century B@h century CE) from surroundlng reglons use
tTK KK f0aiKS D2RE0 AY LINF@SNA YR RSRAOFGAZ2Y:

4t Kt F&FINg GKS D2R F2NBA@SE
5 RWaEMKEYR KS OIFfftSR dzll2y (GKS D2RE
44t Kt dae GKS D2R 3INIyid LISI OS¢

G¢eKSas AYéOMRUﬂA2yé NB@élf GKIFG O02YYdzyAGASaA
-the God-A y | FYYSNI O2yaradaSyid gA0K GKS v dzZNQF Yy A

By {Buﬁ} and {he sought refuge} {|n}-{h t KY
SiglumWH 3923
Habal Qarmah, WH Cairn 50-Mkfrag Governorate, Jordan

AHAD. THE ONE

¢ KS v dz2NQIy dzddad) iniakh@ologi@aNdntext to affirm divine uniqueness:

G{rex IS Aa !fftnKX G0KS hySé¢ MMHYM

Epigrapher Ahmad Zlallad has identified a rare Safaitic inscription that appears to include a

Zn0 A A v A

RADGAYS Aygd20F iMRYOOFRBORSKAGERYPARYXEBR T y23iKSNI R
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KRS 1131
Transliterationt =~ Y &R 80 0 Y EBNEOWEITyrBEBRNJ Y EReKhis NJ ¥R K6 K f 0 -aR'Ye ¢ FyYid f

Translation. & {ovofRR a2y 2 F "E&o 0fF2k anyg hezanpéd Aaying returned to this place of water

from a raid/having gone on a raid; and he kept watch for his family while camping near wate€sland O Lt, may he be

secure; and may he who would read (this writing) have spoil.

Location:A-Mafraq Governorate, Jordan

G ¢ KS I LILIEHinNDbcgl d&ripBofs underscores a clear semantic continuity between

0KS NBfAIA2dza @20l o0dzf  NBE 2F GKS tSGUNI NBIAZ2Y
oneness Oatad)dé

THE THRONE

¢KS vdzZNQFYy NBLISIdlhtoReE: @8 NBEFSNE (2 D2RQa

If they turn away, say ,'God is enough for me: there is no god but Him; | put my trust in Him;

He is the_ord of the Mighty Throne9:129

hiKSNI NEFSNByO0Sa 200dz2NJ GKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS v dzZNQF Yy
[7:54; 10:3; 11:7; 13:2; 17:42; 20:5; 21:22; 23:86; 23:116; 25:59; 27:26; 32:4; 39:75; 40:7;

40:15; 43:82; 57:4; 69:17; 81:20; 85:15]

Ly tSGNIS GKS ¢dzNJ YnyAeéel (G42Y0 AyaONhelliiAzy S
text reads:
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"This tomb, along with the large chamber therein and the small chamber beyond, wherein
are the burial places (in the form of) an arrangement of recesses, furthermore the enclosure
in front of them, along with the facade and the buildings therein, and the tree pits and the
banqueting site, the water cisterns, as well as the rock walls and the retaining walls, and all
other things in this place, are sacred and consecrated to Dushara, the God of oanbord,

his sacred thronandall the deities. This is by virtue of instruments of consecration in
accordance with their contents.

And so (it is) the responsibility Dtishara and his thronand all the deities to act in
accordance with what is contained in these instruments of consecration; that nothing be
eliminated from all that is therein, and that no person be buried in this tomb except the one
who forever possesses a written burial permit in these instruments of consecration.”

| SNBE> 5dzaKI Ny Qa aaz20AldA2y S6AGK | GKNRYS N
RAGAYS dziK2NARGEeZ LI NFXYfttStAya GKS vdz2NQFYyAO
sovereignty, sacred power, and cosmic governance.

0« b”)

LORD OF THEBAYT

¢KS vdz2NRIYy SYLKI&aAl Sa DawBlingthdbai K2 NAG& 2 SN

Let them worship the Lord of tHgayt 106:3
Similarly, Nabataean inscriptions repeatedly attribute a parallel title to Dushara:

YNJ 68+
G[ 2NRBa&t#F (KS

This designation appears in multiple contexts, including:
T JS|I, 21416, no. 57 (Jabal Ithlib, Hegra)
1 Zizeh near Madaba (RES 1284)

The repeated use of this title shows that Dushara was regarded as the guardian and master
2F I OSyidNY¥f alyOldza NexX Of2asSftfeée LI NYEfStAy3
Bayt.
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CONCLUSION DUSHARA ANDGOD MENTIONED IN THEQUR'AN

The cumulative evidence from Nabataean inscriptions around Petra demonstrates that

Dushara was attributed with a remarkable range of divine qualities: lordship over the world,

control of day and night, possession of a throne, sovereignty over sacred spaces, and
AY@A2tF0tS &l yOldzr NASa ® bayhand ilséiptiandzoveking the Y NJ o6 &
RS A G & &d, raveadl & cBnEeption of divinity strikingly similathe attributes ascribed to

D2R AY (KS vdzZNXQIy®

¢KS vdzZNRIY FFFANYAEa (KFG D2R YI@ 0SS Ay@21SR i
attributes, a pattern that appears in the Nabataean religious landscape around Petra, where
divine attributes were employed to describe and invoke God.

To God belong the Most Beautiful Names, so call Him by them, and disregard those who
blaspheme His names. They will be repaid for what they used to do. 7:180

¢tKS O2yaz2ylyalrft ylIraGadaNBE 2F GKS blroldrSkry &aONR
LI | dza Ao f & -NEARNH2ANFS K20F KA WNh Kk { ANRdzA € | ATy
description (Rabasf KA WNh X v TN ngetherpvithYhe grchidectural

evidence for celestial alignments in Petra, strengthens the possibility that Dushara may
O2NNBalLRyR (2 GKS D2R YSYGA2ySR Ay GKS vdzZNQI

/| NUzOA Ll fte&x GKS vdz2NRIYy | RRNBaasSa +y | dzRASYOS
ascribed partnersto HinF 2 NJ SEI YL ISIZF I flfyiBSalyndd ! NOKIF S2¢
epigraphic evidence from Petra and its hinterlands mirrors this pattern: worshippers invoked

the one GodR K dzf )AamKile 8dddledicating objects or offerings to other figures. This

FfA3ya LINBOAAaASteE AGK GKS vdzZNQFyAO ONRGAIL dzS

The Sea and Ships

¢KS vdzZNRIY NBLISFGSRf& NBFSNBR (2 AKALBAZ al AfA
maritime activity was familiar and immediate. These verses presumevadd experience

GAGK yIF@AILGA2Yy S GNIRST FyR GKS KIFITFNRA 2F &
alongside historical and archaeological evidence, we gain insight into the regions and

populations for which these descriptions would have been most meaningful.

9EI YLX S& FTNBY (G(KS vdNXI yY
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Do you not see that ships sail through the sethieyfavor of Allah, that He may show you of
His signs? Indeedy G KIF G T NB &aA3dya F2N) SOSNEB2YS LI GASY

And His are the ships raised in the sea like banners. 55:24

It is He who transports you across land and sea. Until, when you are on ships, sailing in a
favorable wind, and rejoicing in it, a raging wind arrives. The waves surge over them from
everyside, and they realize that they are besieged. Thereupon they pray to God, professing
AAYOSNB RS@2iGA2y G2 1 AYY aLT ,2dz 41 @S dza TN

Your Lord is who drives for you the shipsn the sea, that you might seek of His bounty; He
is merciful towards you. 17:66

Do you not see that God made everything on earth subservient to you? How the ships sail at
sea by His command? That He holds up the sky lest it falls on earth, except by His permission?
God is Gracious towards the people, Most Merciful.22:65

WHAT THESE VERSES IMPLY ABOUT THE AUDIENCE

¢KS vdzZNRlIy NBLISFGSRfeé& RSLIAOGA aKALA yIF@AIFGA
technical, and contextually specific terms. These references presume familiarity with

seafaring as a lived experience, not merely as metaphorical imagery. Ships are described in

ways that would be instantly recognizable to those who observed or participated in maritime
activity: their movement with favorable winds, the sudden danger of storms, and the

economic purpose of voyages as a means of seeking provision and divine blessing. Travel

over both land and sea is consistently presented within the same framework, implying

LIN OGAOFt (y26fSR3IS 2F (KSaS Syg@ANRYyY&ylad 9
tied directly to maritime trade, suggesting that these passages would resonate most

naturally with communities actively engaged in lesigtance commerce rather than with

purely inland populations without exposure to seafaring.

¢KS vdzNRFyQa SYLKIFaAra 2y GKS aSl FyR akKALBA
understood the hazards of navigation, the techniques of sailing, and the opportunities for
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economic enterprise that maritime networks afforded. This contextual reading has important
implications for locating the historical and geographical setting of these narratives.

NABATAEAN MARITIME TRADE

2 KAES YdzOK FGGSYyGA2y A& dzadzZ ftte& 3IAQGSYy G2 GKS
maritime trade also formed a meaningful part of their economic world, linking Petra to the

wider ancient trading system.

The Nabataeans made use of several ports along the Red Sea, effectively connecting inland
centers such as Petra with international sea routes. Chief among these was Aila (modern
Aqaba), located at the northern tip of the Gulf of Aqaba. Historical sources describe goods
arriving at Aila by ship from Egypt, Arabia, and even India, before being transported inland
through Nabataeastontrolled routes.

The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, a-fiestitury maritime guide, describes regular voyages
through the Red Sea to ports such as Ailaotes the use of advanced sailing techniques,
including lateerrigged vessels, well suited for navigating the difficult wind patterns of the
Gulfof AgabaThis confirms that Nabataean merchants were not only aware of seafaring but
actively engaged in it.

Maritime transport played a key role in moving valuable commodities such as frankincense,
myrrh, and other aromatics. Once these goods reached Nabataean ports, traders
redistributed them through an integrated network of land and sea routes, making Retra
central hubin longdistance trade.

Ly O2yi(iN}adxz aSOOIQa 3IS23aNILIKE YR KA&AG2NROI
O2YLI N} o0fS YINRGAYS FTOGAQDGAGESE &ada3asSadry3da 0Kl
less relevant there and pointing toward the broader Nabataean context as the historically

and geographically plausible setting.

Surah AlFajr / The dawn, the Ten Nights, and a forgotten calendar

CNFRAGAZ2YIE Latl YAO dzyRSNEUGIYRAY3I K2t Ra (KI G
with months determined by the sighting of the crescent moon. Yet a careful reading of

multiple versessuggests that another form of calendar may have been in operation, one that
incorporates stars, solar cycles, and structured numerical periods.

12 MONTHS

¢KS vdzNRFYy FANRG SadlotArakSa GKS ol
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9:36

The number of months, according to God, is twelve manthshe Bookof God since the

Day He created the heavens and the earth, of which foumarelable This is the correct

way. So do not wrong yourselves during them. And fight the polytheists collectively, as they
fight you collectively, and know that God is with the righteous.

| SNB= G(GKS vdaNQFy FFFANYE GKS SEA&GSyO0S 27
inviolablemonths.

THE SUN, MOON, AND STARS

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy NBLISFGSRfe LRAyGa G2 OStSaidAlf

16:16- And marks; and bthe starare they guided.

10:5

He it is that madehe sun an illumination, and the moon a lighand He determined for it
phasesthat you might know the number of yearand the reckoning. God created that not
save in truthHe sets out and detailee proofsor people who know.

17:12

We have made the night and the day two proofs. We erased the proof of the night, and
made the proof of the day visibléhat you may seek bounty from your Loathd know the
number of yearsand the calculation. We have explained all things in detail.

These verses indicate that night, day, sun, and moon were used as observable markers for
counting years and managing time, supporting precise calculation rather than relying solely
on lunar crescentswhile stars, in addition to serving as a means of navigation, were also
used in ancient times as instruments to track and structure time.

SUMMER AND IN WINTER
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¢KS vdz2NRFyYy | f a2 2RuwiderkodkljoiirBeds batiKim siimnvedaNd i winker:

106:2
Uniting them for the journey of the winter and the summer.

tKAa @OSNBRS &ada3sada GKIFG GKS vdzaN»eakKQa GNIF RS
Hajj were determined strictly by a purely lunar calendar, its date would shift approximately

11 days earlier each year, making it impossibldgHem to consistently travel in both
summer and winter seasons.

2 MONTHS EQUALS0 DAYS

¢CKS vdzZNRlIYy Ffa2 LINPPGARSAE AyaAiakKid Ayid2 G§KS LN

58:4

And whoso has not the mears: a fast of two monthgonsecutivelypefore they touch one
another.And whoso is not able: the feeding of sixty needy persons. That is that you might
believe inGod and His messengé&hese are the ordinances of God. The rejecters will have a
painful punishment.

This passage implies a clear equivalence: two consecutive months correspond to sixty days,
suggesting a month length of thirty days.

CRESCENTS
¢tKS vdaNRIy aKz2ga GKFEG GKS ONBaoOSyid Aa YSyidaAaz
norexplicitly statedf 2 NJ RSTFAYAY 3 Y2y (iKa Ay 3ISYSNIfod ¢KS

2:189

CKSe& |al @&2dz I 602dzi (KSgTONBALOSA/LIalp> {HER FTXNISE
virtuous that you approacthe homes from their backs, but virtue is to be pious. So approach
the homes from their doors, and observe God, that you may succeed.

¢KS vdz2NQlIy | fa2 LINRGARSE LN} OGAOIE SEIFYLXS 2
annualoccurrenceConsider the story of Musa:

®eglaor. {€ g4}, inf. n.€gdiland Zg_gfblﬁnng: @b He gained, acquired, or earned, and collectedfor his
family. (M.)
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28:27

%

'S &aFARZ aL ¢byd G2 YIFENNER &2dz G2 2yS 2F GKSa
me for eighthajj. But if you complete ten, that is up to you. | do not intend to impose any
KFEFNRAKALI 2y @2dzd ,2dz gAff FTAYR YSI D2R gAffA

Here, Musa is required tavork for eight or ten Hajj for Musato marryone of his daughters

If Hajj were strictly once per year, completing eight or kagjwould take nearly a decade

'y AYLINFY OGAOFt SELISOGIGAZ2Y X SalLlddirdtintend 3IAGSy
G2 AYLR2AaS lye KINRaAKALI 2y @& 2 dzpé

This makes much more sense if Hajj occurs multiple {#x@per year, within the framework
of the known months and the observed crescent

2:197
Thehajjisin known months.

22:28

That they might witness benefits for them, and remember the name obGa&down
days2 @S NJ G KSANJ LINE DA a katileredf Tandffekddite ainfopu®dte pQor; G 0 f S d¢

¢CKS vdzZNQFY NBFSNBR (G2 aly26y Y2y(iKaé¢ FyR aly?2
signal for Hajj, rather than as the primary method for measuring months. These known

months are understood to be the four inviolable months during which Hajj may be
performed.Viewing Hajj as occurring in multiple months each year makes the account of

Musa completing eight or ten Hajj periods both coherent and plausible.

10 DAYS

lYy20KSNI a0NR1TAYy3a FSFEGdzZNE 2F GKS vdzNQFYy Aa A

2:196

...And whoso has not the means a fast of three days during the hajj, and seven when you
have returnedThose are ten complete

2: 234

And those of you who die and leave behind wives: they shall wait by themselves four months
and ten
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7:142

And We appointed for Musa thirty nights, and completed theith ten; so he completed
the time appointed by his Lord of forty nights.

“

¢tKSaS SEFYLX Sa akKz2g (KL ( -dayp&iods azidéayingNBnioS | § SR
of time rather than as random numbers. When these verses are read together, a coherent
OKNRyYy2t23A0If FNIYSE2N] o0S3IAya (G2 SYSNHSO® ¢K
twelve months, it treats months as thidyay units, it emphasizes testay divisions, and it

grounds timekeeping in observable celestial markers such as the sun, moon, night, day, and

stars.

hyOS (GKAa FNIYSEg2N] A& NBO23IyAT SRI Ly 203A2d
system built on twelve months, thidglay units, and internal texday divisions, does such a

calendar actually exist?

The answer is yes.

While examining ancient methods of astronomical timekeeping, a striking parallel emerges in
one of the oldest known calendars of the ancient wotlte starbased decanal calendar.

Some cultures kept track of time not just by the sun and moon, but by observing stars,
especially bright stars that reappear predictably in the-gasvn sky.

WHATAREDECANS?

The decans were 36 groups of stdfach decan rose heliacalijat is, first becoming visible

on the eastern horizon just before sunrige¥ G SNJ I LISNA 2R 2F 0SAy3 KAF
gare! ySg RSOFyQa KSt Al OFf NAvwhikhigvh2t® GasNS R | 0 ;
called themdekanoio & (i S yThekh&liaaal rising of Sirius and the predictable sequence of

decans made it possible to divide the year into consistent, observable blocks of ten days

without reliance on lunar phases alone.

How THEDECAN SYSTEMWORKED INPRACTICE

Ancient astronomers carefully observed the eastern horizon before sunrise, watching for the
Y2YSYy(d ¢6KSyYy | &AGFNI NBILILISIFNBR FFUGSNI I LISNR2R
first reappearance was known as the heliacal rising, and it functioned as a crucial seasonal

marker in ancient astronomy.
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In the decanal system, each group of stars was linked to a fixedaginterval. As one

RSOIY RA&ILIISEFNBR Ayd2 GKS {dzyQa fAIKAIGZT Iy2i
sequence that structured the passage of the year. Time was therefore organized not

abstractly, but through directly observable changes in the sky.

Once a star had its heliacal rising, it did not remain fixed. On each successive morning it
became visible slightly earlier and slightly higher above the horizon before sunrise. This
gradual shift allowed observers to track the steady movement of the seasons through the
a0l NQa OKIFy3aAy3d LRAAGAZ2Y Ay GKS aleo

The heliacal rising of Sirius held special importance. Because it occurred at nearly the same
point each year, it served as a stable anchor for the wider astronomical calendar, around
which the sequence of decans could be coordinated.

SURAHAL-FAJR

dzi R2S&a GKS vdaNXQIy AGaSt T YI Pp&edicafedda®BtT SNEyY O
first glance, the answer might seem unclear. Yet when we examine SuFajr AB9:15), the
verses reveal a precise pattern that aligns remarkably with the decanal calendar system

89:1-5

By the dawnAnd ten nights.
And thepairec?” and thesingle?,

z :Vl;t’contr. of py (S, Mgh, O, K;) q. &udi. e., like & it signifiesOne of a pairor couple; and sometimes,
but rarely, a pairor couple together;and sometimes, (see for instancefls) an even number, a number that
may be divided into two equal numberk (O, K:)also one with which another is made to be a

pair or couple: (TA:)[and, as will be seen in what followspne with which an odd number is made to be an

even number] pl. Vi, (TA,)and app. VBLY whence VRt uFarAbFDmMeaning onplfy. v. vocewgnpt) (Mgh.)
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And the night when it travels.
Is there in this an oath fmne endowed with understandifig

4 FANRGZ ORYREVAERNET SELIFBEANA (KSAS OSNASE Y
are linked todays duringohul-Hijjahorthef &0 GSy RIFI @& 2F wl YI Ry X |
LI ANE NBLINBaSyd Y2NI¥t RdzZf AGAS&AX | yRYeti KS y A3
careful examination raises questions:

1 The final verse, , indicates a single oath
T ¢KS vdzNXQFy NBB LIS I -dag pefiods eSevvhdiel{ezgh 2:196, 2:2BE v
7:142), suggesting a deliberate structural unit of time.

When read in light of the decanal calendar, the sequence becomes strikingly concrete:

1 Bythedawn ( ): marks the heliacal rising of a star, signaling the start of adegn

decan.
f And ten nights ( G KS RSOl ydagperbd ESR Sy
1 ( ): In traditional star calendars, Sirius functions as a cosmologicah

singular fixed regulator of timavhile the decans operate as , paired stellagsolar
relations through which time becomes measurable.

f  And the night when ifourneys ( YRSAONAOSAE G(GKS adl NQa yi
the sky,

Thus, rather than abstract metaphors, these verses encode an observablbast system
of timekeeping, mirroring the structure of the decanal calendar.

PETRA CELESTIALKNOWLEDGE

Having shown that Surah-Bhjr can be read as a concrete celestial time structure, the
guestion naturally arises: could such an astronomical conception of time have existed in
Petra?

Archaeological research demonstrates that Petra, possessed advanced knowledge of celestial
movements. Numerous temples, tombs, and monumental facades are deliberately oriented
toward solar events such as solstices and equinoxes, indicating that the Nabataeans
integrated astronomy into sacred architecture. Petra was not merely a city of stone, but a

city in which cosmic order was physically inscribed into rock. Time, ritual, and architecture
were coordinated through observation of the heavens.

% styand phy (T, S, M, A, Msb, K, &cthe former, [which is the more common,]in the dial. of Nejd,(Lh,
M,)and of the tribe of Temeem(T, S, M, Msb,and of the people of EfAliyeh, (ISk, as on the authority of
Yoo, and Spr the latter in the dial. of the people of EWliyeh, (T, as on the authority of Yoogr of the
people of EFHijaz, (Lh, S, M,Single; sole; only; one, and no moresyn. [pT (T, S, M, A, Msb, Kor JZN!J_&@
e (M, A, K; except that in the K, instead @81, we findI y) or contr. of /¥ : (Mgh:)[and an odd
number:] all [even and odd]numbers are termed[respectively] Fﬂ and piy) whether many or few(T.)
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Theclosingphrasé | € T o RKnRAGNA alj 10ANF Rdzyi A Rg/ftHerfe in this NSY RS N
an oath forone endowed with understandifg ¢  &ijk 3dénbtes intellect as that which
restrains.

Yet it is also known that the ancient name of Petra is rooted in the same semantiégéid:
AGasStT YStya aaidzySzé OFiNRBausoftRemgrdhijiS EF OG f &
unlikely to be accidental. The verse therefore operates on two levels simultaneously: it

addresses the intellect, and at the same time carries a geographic resonance, effectively
NBIFRAyA GRSNHE Ay G§KAA | ytha?ik, ibKonefagsbidaddméh tilet (G K S
stone city, Petra.

Vegetation and Animals

¢KS vdzZNRlIYy FNBIldzSyiadfte RNI}ga |GdSyaazy G2 GKS
plants, trees, fruits, and animals. These references are not incidental; they provide subtle but
decisive geographical markers, helping identify the locations where the events occurred.

A simple but revealing question arises: Where do these plants and animals actually grow?
2 KAOK fIyRaOlILISa YIGOK GKS vdz2NRFYyAO RSaONM LI

When we examine the archaeological and botanical record of Petra and its hinterlands, the
FEAIAYYSYld 6AGK (KS favmuesEdlitharwdh oihé&r Fraditiohally & G NA 1 A y 3
suggested locations.

t SGNI Qa @I ffSea 02 yditwhepredsdsNahvaand fiy BultivatbiNNI OS a =

honey production, and rich biodiversity. By contrast, the Mecca region presents far sparser
evidence for organized agriculture or sustained ecological diversity.

FIRE FROM GREEN TREES

2 Understanding, intelligence, intellect, mind,or reason: (S, A, Msb, K:30 in the Kur Ixxxix. 4(S, Bd:)thus
called because it forbids that which it does not behoove one to dgBd.)One says, ptc pMNIHH LIPRIN
that is an admonition to him who possesses understanding&c. (A.)

% otc[A stone;explained in the K bypH6 WHe2 g Wa 6 Rt Wa 3¢ Ut Wwe W Y HE AWy | Wse WO
b aq Y U(B,Ke8&6.;0 called because it resists, by reason of its hardnesgMgh;)and gic¥ignifies the

same: (Fr, K:)pl. (of pauc., of the former, S)ppeYS, Mgh, Kand gtcYK)and (of mult, S) gprcand [more

commonly] Wrte, (S, K,which last is extr.[with respect to rule], (S,)or agreeable with a usage of the

Arabs, which is, to add Up any pl. of the measure pAbr of that of bl as in the instances

of pFkand Wo'knd Gviband.u@: T (AHeyth.)And (metonymically, TA¥ Sand: (IAar, K;)pl. POFReY(TA.
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The One Who has created for you fire from the green tree, so you kindle from it. 36:80

At first reading this verse might sound general, but closer attention shows that it refers to a
very practical environmental detail: not every green plant yields fire easily. Efficient firewood
especially green that can be igniteéquires specific types of trees with dense, resahn

wood that sustain a flame. Ordinary shrubs or ephemeral grasses typical of open desert do
not produce firewood reliably.

Petra: The region naturally supports species such as terebinth (Pistacia), oak, and acacia, all
known for producing durable firewood. Historical evidence and ethnobotanical studies
confirm that these trees were routinely used for fuel. Fires could be lit easily and sustained
efficiently using these local resources.

Mecca: By contrast, vegetation is sparse, limited mainly to desert shrubs and small, scattered
plants. Such flora is unsuitable for reliable or lasgale fire production. Fires would be
weak, inconsistent, and more difficult to maintain.

GRAPES OLIVES POMEGRANATES ANIFIGS

¢KS vdzZNQFyYy NBLISI SRTys, orapaes,oiivésypamegradsias Jadddade LI |y
palms

By the fig and the olive. 95:1

And He is the One who sent down water from the sky, and We brought out with it plants of
every kind. We brought out froiha green from which We bring out heaped up seeds; and
what is from the palm trees, from its sheaths hanging low and near; and gardens of grapes;
and olives and pomegranates, similar yet different. Look at its fruit when it blossoms and its
ripeness. In this are signs for a people who believe. 6:99

These verses are strikingly precise. They do more than mention plant species; they describe
growth patterns and fruit maturity

¢KS vdzNQFyQa fFy3dz3S AYLI ASaE | OdzZ 6AGFGSR S
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Excavations and archaeobotanical studies in Petra and its surrounding valleys provide
O2YLISttAy3d O2yFANNIGAZ2Y 2F GKS vdzZNQFYyAO RSao

T Cultivated crops: Grapes, olives, figs, and pomegranates have been identified through
charred seeds, pollen analysis, and preserved plant remains.
1 lIrrigation infrastructure: Nabataean engineering included terraces, channels, and
RFYaX ftft26Ay 3 LISNBYY A |l-drid ecoMidghmgnt. 12 G KNR 3S
T Agricultural output: The systems supported both local consumption and regional
trade, including olive oil, wine, dried fruits, and seeds.
CtKAa SOARSYOS RSY2yaiuNriSa GKIG t SGNI Qa @I f ¢
fFyRaOFLISa:E LISNFSOGfe YIGOKAYy3a GKS vdzNXIF yQa
productive plantings.

Comparison with Mecca
By contrast, the historical Mecca region lacks comparable archaeological evidence:
T Terraced agriculture or larggcale irrigation systems have not been documented.
1 Vegetation was sparse, and perennial crops such as grapes, olives, or pomegranates
do not appear in the archaeological record.
T CNHzZA G0 OdzZt GAQGFGAZ2Y Ay aSOOIF gl a GKSNBF2NEB
geographically incongruent with the traditional location.

MASAD (PALM FIBERS

¢tKS vdaNRFYy 2FiSy NBFSNR (2 202S8S00a IyR YIFGdSN
or symbolic notions. A striking examplemsasad (palm fibers)mentioned in Surah Al
Masad:

A rope made from [masadipalm fibre around her neck. 111:5
WHAT ISMASAL?

In classical Arabic, masegfers to tough, fibrous strands derived from palm trees as well as
similar fibers from other plants’hese fibers were:

T Pulled from palm fronds or sheaths

1 Cleaned and combed

1 Twisted or braided into cords, ropes, or other utilitarian items

31 Thefibres that grow at the roots of the branches of the pdhae;syn. : (S, A, L:you say a rope,or halter,
of those fibres(S, A:also, alone signifies rope of those fibresS, M, L, Kor, of those of thgkind of palmtree
called
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ARCHAEOLOGICACORROBORATIONNABATAEANCORDAGE

¢CKS LINBOAAAZ2Y 2F (KS vdzNQFy 0S02YSa GlFy3aarots
Shamir titedd b I 6 I GF Sy w2YlFy .l a{SGNEZ . NIARAYy3 | yI
Ly OSy & SHocumieritsR X £

1 Braided plant fibers used for ropes, cords, baskets, and other woven items

1 Evidence of fiber processing, combing, and twisting techniques
1 Materials sourced from local vegetation, including date palms

For example, bundles of knotted datedl £ ¥ O2 NRa KI @S 0SSy F2dzyR | i
confirming everyday use.

These finds are specific to Nabataean material culture, demonstrating that:

1 People routinely used plant fibers for practical products
1 Ropemaking and weaving were integral to domestic and economic life
1 Local vegetation provided reliable, fibrous raw materials

¢CKA& fAdya RANBOGEE gAGK (GKS vdzNRFyQa YSyida
object within the lived environment of Petra and surrounding Nabataean regions.

By contrast, around Meccarchaeological surveys have not documented systematic
palmZiber rope production or large quantities of associated woven plant materials from the
relevant period.

A

¢KS vdzZNRlIY RAR y2i0 KI@S G2 yIFIYS YILalR &8Sid A
1 Ordinary, everyday objects are described with linguistic precision
1 The descriptions match observable reality and local material culture
1 Petra and the Nabataean hinterland consistently align with these references, unlike
Mecca

Masad is therefore both linguistically and materially specific, reflecting real practices in a real
fllyRaAOKLIST INBdzyRAY3I GKS vdzZNRFYAO yI NN GAGS

HUNTING
¢CKS vdzZNRIFyQa NB3IdzZ FGA2ya O2yOSNYyAy3a KdzydAy3as
lived reality. The text presupposes that people encounter wildlife directly, that hunting is a

tangible activity, and that humans sometimes train animals or birds for this purpose.

Consider the verses:
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5:1

O you who believe, fulfill the contracts. Permitted for you are the livestock animals, except
that which is recited to you, hunting not being permitted when you are under restriGazh.
decrees as He pleases.

5:4

¢tKSe a1l e2dz ¢KFd ¢l & YFRS LISN¥YAaarotS (G2 (K
permissible for you, and what the birds of prey and trained dogs catch, you teach them from
gKIFEG D2R (Sl OKSa eée2dzpé¢ {2 SIFHG FTNRY ¢KIG GKSe@
name of God upon it, and be aware of God. Gaawift in reckoning.

5:94

O you who believe, God will test you with some game coming within reach of your hands and
your spears, so that God will know who reverences Him while unseen. Whoever transgresses
from now on, then he will have a painful retribution.

SO WHAT DOES THE LANDSCAPE GETRA ANDMECCA TELL U8
PETRA

2KSy S SEIFYAYS (GKS (2L123INILKE yR S02ftz238 2
Petra lies along a key segment of the Euragifnrcan bird migration route, a natural corridor

funneling hundreds of thousands of birds across southern Jordan twice annually. Here,

migratory and resident species are readily visible, forming a dynamic and rich ecosystem.
Observers, travelers, and modern wildlife surveys confirm the presence of numerous

animals, including rabbits, wild cats, wolves, ibex, and deer.

These creatures would have been abundant enough to serve as practical targets for hunting

and observation.
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MEccA

Contrast this with the region surrounding Mecca. The environment here is far more arid,

primarily desert, rocky plateaus, and urbanized zones. While some species are native to the
broader Arabian Peninsyltoxes, hyenas, and small rodentthese animals are sparse and

rarely observed in sufficient density to make hunting a practical, regular activity. Migratory

birds do traverse the region, but the number and accessibility of these species are far lower
GKFY AY tSGNI® C2N) 42YS2yS tAQAYy3 Ay 2N ySIN
direct engagement with wildlife described in these verses would have been less observable,

if not entirely impractical.

Interestingly, when we examine Mecca, we see a markedly different picture. Actual images
show that the region is prone to locust swarms, rather than abundant, accessible wildlife.

I NAGAOFtftes GKS vdz2NQFY LINRGAR
{ D NHKPNIFS f20dzada FNBE y2i RSaONRAROSR

SoWe sent them the flood, and the locust, and the lice, and the frogs, and the blood; all
detailed signs; but they turned arrogant, they were a criminal people. 7:133
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This invites reflection: why does the Meccan region experience such swarms? Could it be, as
in the time ofFir"awn a form of divine affliction, a reminder of the consequences of
disbelief?

Major Lunar Standstill and Surakiidhigaq (84:1619)

In Surah Alnshigaq we encounter a remarkable and unusually precise oath:

GL agSIFNIoeé GUKS adzyaSa 3t263

And by the night and what it envelops,

And by the Moon when it reaches its full order,

,2dz gAff OftAYDO TNRI® adlk3asS G2 adl 3Sdé oynYwmc

At first glance, classical and modern commentators often read these verses metaphorically:

0KS akKlFFFl] Aa NBYRSNBR aavLi e |a aadzyasSize
AGGrarl Fra YSNB FdzZ tySaaod ¢KS FAYyLFf OSNESI a
interpreted as a moral or spiritual metaphor, disconnected from tangible phenomena.

, SO GKS vdzNQF yQa f Ay 3 dzA-partcularlyhdNgd exandire@iylight y GA G S
2F t SUONYQa G2L23INILIKE yR NBOSYyid IadNRy2YAO!

A PHENOMENONWITNESSED INPETRA

On the night of Decembercd = H n H p I -the Bairdwl radéred §ahdgtone canyon
leading to the Treasury (AKlhazneh} witnessed a rare astronomical alignment: a major
lunar standstill coinciding with a supermoon.

Unlike a typical full Moon, a major lunar standstill occurs once every 18.6 years, when the

az22y NBIOKS& AlG& YIFEAYdzZY RSOt Ayl GAZ2ZY NBfIFGAQ
extreme points on the horizon. This produces unusual rising angles, prolonged visibility, and
dramatic apparent motion Phenomena that would have been highly visible and meaningful

to ancient skywatching cultures.

ATPETRA
1 Twilight left a residual reddish glow along the cliffs.
1 Darkness gradually collected in the canyon, layering shadows over terraces and rock
faces.
1 The Moon rose from the canyon floor, climbing progressively along the walls of the
Siq.
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T Successive geological and architectural layers were illuminated in turn.
1 ¢KS az22y FAylffteé ONRBGYSR (GUKS ¢NBI adaNE Fl o
axis.

This sequencedwilight, darkness, staged lunar asce@ & NA {1 Ay 3f & YANNRNAR K

SHAFAQ(X Y )ly HDHE SUNSETGLOW
TAL &a46SIFEN) o6& G(KS adzyaSid 3Af 2 6 dé
T In classical Arabic, shafaq refers not to sunset itself, but to the residual reddish glow
that lingers after the sun has set.
1 At Petra, the roseed sandstone cliffs amplify and prolong this glow, filling the Siq
with a radiant, lingering light that extends beyond twilight.

WASAQAXTMBM) Y NIGHTENVELOPING THEANYON
T4l yR 08 GKS yAIKGE YR 6KIFG Al SyoSt 2L
1T ¢KS @GSNb g albljl LINAYIFINREE YSIya ai2 3FdGKS
meaning: to enshroud or envelop.
71 Inthe Siq, darkness does not fall uniformly. It gradually collects and spreads, layering
itself over terraces, walls, and shadows.

ITTASAQXTibIR)y THEMOON INFULLORDER
TG!yYyR 0@ (GKS az22y gKSy AG AdGaGlFarll o¢
1 Root: 1 1 (W-5q). Classical lexicons define ittasaq as:
o To become complete
o To gather into order
o To harmonize or reach full coherence

9 NI & O2YYSyiuld2NB 2F0Sy NIy R thdipiopea | Ij I & a
term for a full moonlttasaqginstead conveysiaximal order, alignment, and structured

coherence describing the Moon in a rare, highly ordered astronomical state rather than just
fullness.

This perfectly aligns with major lunar standstilla rare event occurring once every 18.6

years, when the Moon reaches itsaximum declinationrising and setting at extreme points

2y (KS K2NAT 2y ®d 5dz2NAy3I GKAA fAIYyYSyilisz (GKS a
highly structured, predictable, and strikingroducing a visual coherence unparalleled in

ordinary full moons.

LATARAKABUNNAABAQANAN TABAQ(XA-AK FP\ £y CLIMBINGSTAGE BYSTAGE
1 Observationally, the Moon literally ascended stage by stage, illuminating terraces,
rock layers, and architectural elements in sequence.
T Symbolically, this motion mirrors human development: just as the Moon climbs in
stages, humanity progresses step by step
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MAJOR LUNAR STANDSTILLIN PETRA 5-6 December 2025
Moonrise and Moonset are farthest apart along the horizon

Major standsiill mon

Summer solstice

Equinox

Major lunar standsi!
moonrise: 57° moonnset: 300°

© Ammar Sakaji

Social media accounts radiojordan963 (Instagram) and Ammar Salagicebook}
NBLIZNIGSR (GKS &dzZLJSNXY 22y NRaAAy3a f2y3 t SGNF Qa
lingering twilight, night enveloping the canyon, and the Moon climbing progressively.

CKAA O2YyFTANNXEA GKFG GKS vdzZNQlFyQa 2FiK RSEONROG

purely abstract metaphor. For the original audience, these verses would have been vivid,
memorable, and directly relatable.
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Earthquakes

2 KSy GKS vdzZNRlIyYy &aLISlF{1a 2F RAQGAYS LldzyAaKYSyid:
are recurring motifs. These descriptions are not isolated; they appear consistently across
different narratives.

Examples from thQur an

SURAH AL-ZALZALAH99:1

When the earth is shaken with great shaking,
SURAH AL-AAROF 7:78 (PEOPLE OFSALIH)

Sothe earthquake seized them, and they lay lifeless in their homes.

SURAH ALl-AANKABAT 29:37 (PEOPLE OFSHUAAYB)

Then the earthquake seized them, and morning found them fallen in their dwellings.

Il ONP&aa GKS&aS LIl aal3aSas GKS vdaNRFy dzaS»a 02y ON
similarviolent earth movement appears in the narrative of the raised mountdin)(

THE RAISED MOUNTAINTUR)

Severalversesrecount the covenant with the Children of Israel under a mountain

2:631 a! Y R Wekddk/your covenant anaised the mount [Tufl 6 2 S & 2 dzY Gl 2§
what We have given you, and remember what is therein, so that you might remain conscious.

2:931 ! Y R \Wekddk/your covenant anaised the mount [Tuf] 6 2 @S & 2dzY Gl 2¢€ F
what We give you...

4:1541 AndWe raised above them the mount [Téw} their covenant...
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7:1551 And Musa chose from his people seventy men for Our appointment. When the
GNBY2N) aK22] (GKSYXZ KS alFARX daaeé [2NRI KIFIR 2
before, and me too. Will you destroy us for what the fools among us have done? This is but

Your test with it You misguide whomever You will, and guide whomever You will. You are our

t NEPGSOU2NE &2 F2NHAOGS dza>X yR KIF@ZS YSNODe 2y

The clearest description appears in 7:171:
And whenWe raised__ ) the mountainabove them as if it were a canopy: and they

thought it was about to fall upon them. Hold fast what We give you; and remember what is
therein, so that younight remain conscious. 7:171

The key verb here, (Y I ( I),ljsyemicial for understanding the physicality of the
description:

The root 1t 1T denotes the pulling of a thing, its shaking, convulsion, and uprooting from its
origin.
This carries the sense of:

1 pulling something suddenly,

T shaking it violently, and

T uprooting it from its fixed position.

It expresses violent physical force applied to something normally solid and immovable.
Other classical lexicons confirm this meaning, describings loosening what was firmly
fixed or pulling it from its base.

It does not mean:
T to raise gently,
1 to lift symbolically, or
1 to elevate metaphorically.

The word describes violent displacement

What is remarkable is that modern Arabic geological terminology employs the same root. In
geology:
1 OK2NERUO TFldzZ a0 RSAONAROGS o0f201a 2F (K
faults, while surrounding land drops down.
1  This process involves:
o violent tectonic stress,

Idaly
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o earthquakes and ground rupture, and
o 0KS GSNNATFeAy3d AftfdaArAzy GKFG F Y2dzydal A

Horst uplift occurs along tectonic plate boundaries, not randomly. Fault movement can
literally raise or tilt mountain masses relative to neighbouring terrain, producing a dramatic
sense of imminent collapse.

Horst Graben

Normal
fault

¢tKdzaX ¢6KSYy (KS vdzZNQlIy &ale&ay

T G2 KSYyyRBIHIGKS Y2dzyadl Ay 10620S (KSYXE
XAG0 RSAONAOSA LINBOA&aSte (KS LIKeaAOlf | OtAazy
the fear that it may fall. This is not metaphorical; it corresponds directly to tectonic forces

capable of moving mountains.

If this scene reflects an actual experience, it could only plausibly occur in a landscape subject
to seismic activity.
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2 KSYy GKS vdaNXRIFYy RSaONRO6Sa Y2dzyilAya aGt8Ay3a aN
not using vague or symbolic language. The verbs and imagery convey dramatic physical
movement: the earth convulses, rock masses shift, and mountains appear to threaten

collapse.

For such phenomena to occur, they must take place in a geologically unstable landseape

shaped by tectonic stress, faulting, and the potential for sudden uplift or ground rupture.

Stable plateausorned SA aYA O NBIA2ya OFyy2i LINRRdzOS Y2dy
rise above the land. Likewise, populations living in calm, tectonically inactive areas would

have no direct experience of such convulsions, and thus such imagery would be abstract

rather than observable.

This requirement immediately eliminates many candidate locations. Mount Sinai in Egypt,
sits on relatively stable bedrock with minimal seismic activity. Similarly, Mecca lies far from
active plate boundaries, with no documented history of destructive earthquakes capable of
convulsing mountains or toppling cities.

By contrast, Petra lies directly on the Dead Sea Transform (DST) fault system, one of the most
seismically active zones in the Levant. This fault system marks the boundary between the
African and Arabian plates and has produced repeated tectonic stress, earthquakes, and
vertical displacement for millennia.

KEY GEOLOGICAL FACTS ABOUT THETRA REGION
1 Uplifted blocks and grabensthe region exhibits horstnd-graben topography,
where blocks of rock are lifted while adjacent areas drop down, producing dramatic
vertical relief.
T Historical earthquakesPetra and surrounding areas have been repeatedly affected,
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T Visible structural evidenceCollapsed buildings, fractured cliffs, and displaced rock
formations remain observable today, providing a tangible record of past seismic
events.

T Cultural and experiential impactEarthquakes are part of the lived and remembered
reality; the fear of mountains shifting or ground collapsing is directly grounded in
local experience.

Ly tSGNIS GKS RSAONALIIAZ2YAEA 2F Y2dzylalAya o0SAyYy
IANRBdzy RSR Ay NBIFIfAdGed ¢KS NBIA2YyQa | OGABS (SO
documented earthquakes create a tangible, observable context for the imagery used in the

Qur’an

O T B [mBANDKEDES securdéand

Surah AfTin opens with a oath:

By the fig and the olive
' YR az2dzyli w¢dz2NB {oyoy
And this secure land. 953

At first glance, translators often disperse these elements across different regions: Jerusalem
F2N) FA3a yR 2t A0Sazs {AYylFA Ay 93&8LJi FT2NJ 0KS
vdZNQIF yQa 2FGK Aa y24d FNIIAYSYGSRT Fft StSYSyi

FIGS ANDOLIVES
CA3da yR 2t A0Sa FINB AYRAOIG2NA 2F GKS NB3IAZY
1 Archaeological evidence shows extensive fig and olive cultivation in Petra and its
surrounding wadis.
1 The Nabataeans implemented advanced terrace farming and-basid irrigation,
supporting orchards on the slopes and valleys.
T By contrast, Mecca and its surrounding region lack evidence of fig and olive
cultivation in antiquity, making it an implausible candidate.

MOUNTSp p

¢KS vdzZNRQI y & 2 de?( AtfadBigndlii assoéiated with Sinai in Egypt. However,
this identification is inconsistent with botiectonic realityand narrative analysis:

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com



154

¢ {GFro6fS 3IS2f238Y {AYylIAQa Y2dzyiGlrAya | NB fIFN
GKS aSAaavYAO O2y@ddz aaz2ya 2NJ dz2LJ AFO AYLX ASR
G NI AaSR®E

1 Narrative coherence: The narrative of Musa and the children of Israel, when
examined closely, align with Petra rather than Egypt

f az2dzyli {oyoyz (GKSNBF2NBXZ FAYRa I YdzOK o0Sii
tectonically active, uplifted, and historically shaped by earthquakes

THE SECURELAND

FAyFffes (KS avideNMXalr ya SaOadatabislsf V- oy§Ris is nintrafvague or
shifting concept:

And when lbrahim saidt a @ [ 2 NR Ylanddedu@and piesetveime and my sons from
serving idols14:35

¢tKAa alyYS &aSOd:aNB grftftSe Aa NBFSNBYOSR NBLISIH
where not onlylbrahimand MiEammad lived, but also all the other messengers whose

narratives we have examined. Across generations, it is consistently portrayed asaacgafe

protected

2 KSYy NBIFIR Ay &aSldsSyoSy FAIa yR 2f A@Sasz az2d
At-Tin converges on a single, coherent geographic location: Petra.

1 Ecology: Figs and olives cultivated with advanced Nabataean terrace farming and
wadibased irrigation.

1 az2dzy il AyayYy ¢SOG2yAl0Ffte I OGAGST YIGOKAYy3
GNI AaSRéED

T Security: Naturally sheltered valley, repeatedly associated with the presence of
messengers, providing protection, sustenance

¢CKS vdzZNRIyQa 2FGK Aad GKSNBF2NB y20 RA&LISNABSR
Petra
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The Material World of the Hereafter

I OF NBFdz NBI RA Y hotledstriking fSature e XdsofiptionnS abtfid £ a |
Hereafter are consistently concrete, material, and experiential. Gold and silver, silk and

brocade, fragrant oils, fine vessels, fruits, spices, flowing drink, and cultivated abundance

recur throughout the text. These are not abstract symbols detached from lived reality. They

FNBE NBO23ayAill6tS 3I22RETI RNI Sy FTNRBY (KS YIGSN

TKS vdzNQFyYy &aLlSF1a Ay GSN¥Ya AYYSRAFGSte AyiaStf
expressed through the highest forms of wealth, comfort, refinement, and pleasure known to

them. The imagery assumes familiarity. It presupposes a society that knew these goods not

as distant fantasies, but as tangible markers of prosperity

¢2 dzy RSNEGFIYR GKS vdzZNQFyQa 2NAIAAYIfgold, dzZRASYy OS
silk, spices, and other symbols of wealtere used, traded, and widely known.

Archaeology makes this question tangible, revealing a consistent pattern pointing to
regions where such abundance was a lived reality.

SILK ANDBROCADE(18:31,76:21)

Petra lay directly along caravan routes that transported silk from the East. Archaeological and
epigraphic evidence confirms that luxury textiles passed through Petra, were stored,
exchanged, and used locally. Nabataean tombs and artistic representations attest to
familiarity with elite fabrics and refined dress.

Silk was a tradspecific commodity, concentrated in hubs like Petra that connected distant
production centers to regional elites. Mecca, by comparison, has yielded no material or
textual evidence demonstrating sustained engagement with silk trade at this level.

FRAGRANCES ANIMUSK (83:26)

Archaeological excavations have documented incense presses, storage vessels, and facilities
associated with the processing and trade of aromatic resins such as frankincense and myrrh.
These substances were among the most prestigious commodities of the ancient world.

t SGNIFQa 6SHEOGK FyR NRGdzEE €AFS 6SNB AyaSLI NI
322RA&T (KS& gSNB SO2y2YAOlLtfte F2dzyRIFIGA2Y L |
presentation of fragrance as a supreme delight of the Hereafter.

GRAPES ANDWINE (47:15)

t SGNI Qa KAYGSNILFYyRAE LINBcutSNGD@sse Heir&gislbpdsS SOARS
irrigation channels, and storage installations. These features reflect systematicstaige

production rather than sporadic cultivatiobMo comparable archaeological evidence for

large-scale production exists for Mecca.

OLIVES AND DATE$55:68)
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Archaeobotanical studies and landscape archaeology show the cultivation of olives, dates,

AN LISaz FYyR 20KSNJ FNHZA G GNBSa Ay tSIONFQa g f
engineering. These crops supported both subsistence and ti&tlereas Mecca lacks

similar evidence for largscale cultivation or processing.

POTTERY AND/ESSELS76:15)AND SPICES(76:5/ 76:17)

Petra was renowned for its ceramic production, producing storage jars, serving vessels, and
containers for trade goods. These material remains attest to a culture familiar with refined

domestic and ceremonial objects.

Spices anflavouredRNA y 1 & FdzNI KSNJ NBAYFTF2NOS (KA A& LIAOG dz
trade is archaeologically secure, placing such commodities within everyday economic reality

rather than distant imagination.

When the descriptions of the Hereafter are read alongside the archaeological record, they
resolve into a coherent picture. The promised delights are not vague metaphors; they are the
highest expressions of value within a specific material world.

Tracing where these goods were cultivated, produced, processed, and exchanged leads
repeatedly to Petrat K S v dzZNXQI Y  Retr&hy nayhelristead it ¥afs its audience

to observe, reflect, and reason. When this invitation is taken seriously, the convergence
0SG6SSY vdzZNQRFYAO AYIF3ISNE YR tSGOINIYQa YIFGSNAI

Legal System

¢KS vdzZNRFYy LINRPGZARSAa RSGIFIATSRI LINI OGAOLE fS3A
marriage, financial transactions, contracts, testimony, and written documentation.

Among the most prominent examples are:

1. WILLS AND INHERITANCHQURAN2:180)

Prescribed for you when death is present with one of you, if he leaves wealth: the bequest to
parents and relatives according to what is fittjig binding on all who are conscious of God.

2. MARRIAGE AND DOWRIEQURAN4:4)

And give the women thegifts willingly; but if they remit to you anything of it voluntarily,
then consume it with satisfaction and pleasure.
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3. FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND TESTIMONYEMPHASIZING WRITTEN RECORD®/ITNESSES
AND HONESTY IN CONTRACTE®URAN2:282)

O you who believevhen you contract a debt together to a stated term: write it down, and let
a writer write it down between you justly; and let not a writer refuse to write it down as God
has taught him; so let him write, and let the debtor dictate, and let him be aware of God, his
Lord, and diminishothing thereof. But if the debtor be incompetent, or weak, or unable to
dictate himselfthen his ally shall dictate justly. And call to witness two witnesses from

among your men; but if there be not two men, then a man and two women among those you
approve as witnesses, that should one of themm one of themmight remind the other; and

let not the witnesses refuse when they are called. And be not weary of writing it, small or
great, with its term (that is more just in the sight of God, and more upright for witness, and
likelierthat there will be naloubt between you) save if it be present trade that you transact
among you; then you do no wrong that you write it not down. And take witnesses when you
enter into contract. And let not a writer or withess be harmed. And if you do, then is it
perfidyamong you. And be aware of God. And God is teaching you; and God knows all things.

Taken together, these verses form a coherent legal framework. They assume the presence of:
T literacy or access to professional scribes
T recognized withesses
1 enforceable contracts
1 and a culture in which written legal documentation is normative rather than
exceptional

THE PROBLEM OFMECCA

If these legal prescriptions were revealed to and practiced by a community centered in
Mecca, one would reasonably expect at least some material trace of such legal activity:
inscriptions, contracts, wills, marriage documents, or commercial records

However, archaeological and epigraphic evidence from early Mecca is virtually nonexistent in
this regard. To date, no published corpus of Meccan documents records:

wills or inheritance disputes,

marriage contracts or dowry agreements,

written debt instruments,

or formal commercial contracts with witnesses.

=A =4 -4 =
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CKAAa 0aSyOS Aad A0GNRARTAY3IS LI NLAOdz I NI & 3IAQBSY
binding obligations upon believers. A society governethbge commandshould leave
documentary traces. In Mecca, those traces are absent.

PETRA ANDNABATAEANLEGALPRACTICE

. & O2yUNradz tSIONY LINPOARSE LINBOAAaASte GKS 1A
In 1993, archaeologists discovered a substantial archive of legal documents in a Byzantine

church in Petra, now known as the Petra Papyri (also referred to as the Petra Rolls).

These documents date primarily to the 6th century CE and preserve the everyday legal and
SO2y2YA0O fATFTS 2F tSOUNYQa AyKIoAGlIydaod
The Petra Papyri include:

MARRIAGEDOWRIES AND PROPERTRIGHTS

Several documents detail marital property arrangements, dowry obligations, and disputes

between spouses. They demonstrate that marriage in Petra was not merely a social bond,

but a legally regulated contract with enforceable financial terd$é 2 a St & LJ NI f £ St A
4:4.

FINANCIALTRANSACTIONS ANDEBTAGREEMENTS
The papyri record:
T loans and credits,
1 repayment schedules,
1 interest arrangements,
T and named witnesses.
tKSaS R20dzySyida auaNrpy3ate NBaSyoeftS (GKS LINROSR
including written contracts, testimony, and safeguards against injustice.

Multiple papyri list withesses who formally attest to legal agreements, reflecting a well
Saldl ot AAaKSR Odzf GdzZNE 2F R20dzYSYyiGSR GSadtAayzye

Beyond papyrus, Petra and its surrounding region preserve thousands of Nabataean

inscriptions carved into rock, facades, tombs, altars, and public structures. These inscriptions
LIN2 BARS 'Y AYRSLISYRSYy( FyR O02YLX SYSyGlFNE 02R
administrative culture.

The inscriptions attest to:

T Ownership and property claims, including names, lineages, and rights associated with
tombs, land, and monuments.
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1 Legal prohibitions and penalties, particularly in funerary inscriptions that warn
against unauthorized use or violation of burial spaces, often invoking fines or divine
accountability.

1 Dedications and contractual language, indicating formalized obligations between
individuals, families, and deities.

1 Administrative titles and offices, revealing an organized civic and legal hierarchy.

THE CONTRAST WITMECCA BECOMES EVEN SHARPER
1 Mecca no surviving corpus of legal papyri, contracts, or stone inscriptions
documenting wills, dowries, loans, or testimony from the relevant period.
1 Petra extensive legal documentation preserved both in archives (the Petra Papyri)
and in situ inscriptions carved into the landscape itself.

¢KS tftA3ayYSyld 0S06SSy vdNQIFyAO tS83rt SELISOGI
cumulative and compelling. When assessed alongside the archaeological silence of early

Mecca, the evidence strongly favors Petra as the legal and social environment within which

0KS vdaNQFYyAO RA&AO02dzNES 2LISN}FGSao

The Sunnah of Allah: The Unchanging Pattern

¢KS vdzNQFYy LINBaSydga | Of SFNE O2yaradaSyas | yR
human communities after sending a messenger. This pattefarred to repeatedly as the

Sunnah of Allah is described as immutable, unalterable, and universally applicable across

time and place:

This is the way [Sunnah] of God with those who have passed away before, and you will not
find any change in the way of God. 33:62

Such was the wafSunnahpf those whom We had sent before you of Our messengers. And
you will not find any change in Our w&unnah)L7:77

¢KS vdaNRFYy GKdza SadlrofAakKSa | dzyAGSNREFE LINRY
arbitrary nor situational. It follows a predictable sequence, repeatedly validated through the
histories of earlier messengers. When these narratives are examined side by side, a precise

and unmistakable pattern emerges.
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1. THERAREEXCEPTION COLLECTIVEBELIEF

In the entirety ofthev dzNXQ I yX 2y f & 2yS yIFGAz2zy Aa RSLAOGSR
thereby escaping destruction: the peopleYdinuse ¢ KS v dzZNQFy SELX AOA G @

If there was any town that benefited from its belief, then that was the people of Yunus. When
they believed, We removed from them the retribution of disgrace in this worldly life, and We
let them enjoy until a time. (10:98)

This is the only example of an entire community being saved through collective belief. It
serves as the sole exception that confirms the general rule

2. THE GENERALPATTERN PERSISTENTREJECTION ANDIVINE PUNISHMENT

Ly S@OSNE 2GKSNJ OFaSsy (KS vdaNXQFy LINBaSyaga + O
1. A messenger is sent
2. People reject him.
3. He warns them of immindrpunishment.
4. That punishment occurs

Examples include:

1 Nuh: His people persisted in denial despite repeated warnings. They were drowned in
a massive flood. (11:44)

1 Hud: His people rejected his message and were destroyed by a violent, roaring wind.
(69:6¢8)

¢ Salih His people ignored his warning and were struck by a sudden earthq{aks)

T Lut(Lot): His people persisted in sin and denial, and were destroyed by a rain of
stones.(54:34)

1 { K dz: Higpaople rejected his call and were seized by a devastating qaié)

Across all these narratives, the pattern is unmistakable, consistent, and precise: rejection
leads to realworld, observable destruction.

WHY THISPATTERNVATTERS®

L¥ D2RQa {dzyyl K y S @S NPropkdtsgeapankst falleidhe samk S F I (
Gg2 2dzi02YSa (KIG GKS vdzZNRQIFy wargedbyha i SyGfe RS
messenger
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1. They believe in time, like the peopleMainusand therefore no punishment comes.
2. They persist in rejection and therefore earthly destruction strikes them.

¢KS vdNQly SELX AOAGtE (Stfa dza 6KAOK 2dzi02YS
THE MESSENGERKS TESTIMONY AGAINST HIS OWN PEOPLE

¢tKS vdaNRFYy NBO2NRa&a (GKS tNRLKSGQa GdSadtdAayzye N
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This statement confirms rejection, not acceptance.

¢CKS vdzZNRIYy |ftaz2 ¢l Nya GKFd LISNRAAGSY(d NB2SOi
catastrophic fates of earlier peoples:

¢CKSY AT GKS@ (dzNy Fglex aley aL glladayd 282dz 2F
Thamu& é nmYMo

Further verses reinforce the inevitability of this punishment:

So be patient, for the promise of God is true. So, if We show you some of what We promise
them, or We terminate your life, then it is to Us that they will be returned. 40:77

{le@Y Gaé [2NRI AT ,2dz aK2¢ YS 4KIFIG GKS& I NB
gNRPY3IR2AY3 LIS2LX S !''yR 2SS IINB FdzZ te |of
(23:93;95)

And again:

If they turn away then God would afflict them with painful punishment in this world and the
next; and none will they have on the face of the earth to protect or help them. 9:74
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¢CKS vdzZNRlIy SaidlofArakSa | O2yaAradSyd FyR dzyRS
a messenger faced rewlorld, tangible punishment. The pattern is observable in history and
narrative.

If the warnings weréndeedaddressed to the people of Mecca, as traditional Islamic
historiography claims, then a direct historical question arises:

WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE OF THAT DESTRUCTION?

The answer is stark: there is nogsolutely nothing.
T No early sources recorchaarthquakestriking Mecca.
T No seismic shock obliterated the unbelievers.
T No town collapsed under divine wrath.
T No catastrophic event left ruins or remnants that later generations could recount.

The silence is deafening.

Why does Islamic tradition preserve no memory, no trace, of the kind of annihilation the
v dzZNQIF Yy NBLISEFG§SRf & LidNRrejectadShe masgalgd O2 YY dzy A G A Sa

¢CKS vdzNRFY AGaStF YyiGAOALI GSa GKAA GOSNE KdzYl
the Day of Judgment, people will confess the truth of their misguidance:

Thetruthisif KS& al &y a2 S 7T 2adonmhunitydaNd we inth&rSddtepsiard? y
3dZA RSR®E N o YHH

Il YR (KSe& gAff arey ahdz2NJ [ 2NRY 6S 206S@SR 2dzNJ
astray in the path.33:67

The lesson is clear: people accepted the story because it was handed down, not because it
O2NNBaLRYRa (G2 GKS vdzNQFYy® ¢NIRAGAZ2Y NBLIX I OS
accepted history, despite contradicting scripture.

The conclusion is inescapable: the traditional Meccan narrative is false. It cannot be
reconciled with the unchanging Sunnah of Allah. It collapses the moment one examines the
v dzNXQF Yy &

This is why Mecca carries no memory of destruction:
1 Because the story is fabricated.
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7 .SOlIdzaS aSOO0lF gl a ySOSNI GKS aArAdsS 2F GKS v
1 Because the real locatipwhere the warnings were fulfilledlies elsewhere, a place
subjected to violent, unforgettable destruction, and remembered in history.

Petra however endured massive, webicumented destruction, including the catastrophic
earthquake of 551 CE that devastated the city and its surroundings. Unlike Mecca, Petra
offers:

T A tangible historical record of catastrophic events.

1 Ruins and remnants that testify to seismic and violent destruction.

In every respect historical record, destruction pattern, and topographietra aligns with
0 KS v Meddalinedntrast, aligns with nothing.

Early Qibla Orientations

Another independent line of evidence comes from architecture itself.

Researcher Dan Gibson conducted a lesgale study of early mosque orientations,
examining the gibla directions of dozens of the oldest surviving mosque. His work relied on
satellite imagery, ofsite measurements, and architectural plans, allowing precise
reconstruction ofgiblasbased on mosque walls and mihrab alignments.

In total, Gibsoranalysedapproximately sixty early mosqueashen these orientations were
plotted geographically, a clear pattern emerged.

His findings can be summarized as follows:

1 The earliest group of mosquesonsistently align northward, converging on Petra, not
Mecca.

1 A second group, from a slightly later period, shows transitional directions, no longer
pointing precisely to Petra but not yet aligned with Mecca.

1 Only later mosques, built generations afterward, show a consistent and precise
orientation toward Mecca.

This progression is not random. It forms a chronological sequence:
t SGNI ™ GNIyaAGA2ylf 2NASYyGlFrGA2ya ™ aSOO0I @

Such a pattern is difficult to explain if Mecca had always been the established and universally
recognized location of &llasjid alHaram If theMasjid-Al-Haramwere already fixed in

aSO00lI Rd2NAYy3a GKS t NRPLKSGIQa fAFSGAYST GKS SIN
consistency. Instead, the architectural record suggests that the earliest builders oriented

their worship toward a different focal point.
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SR

S 2t
Examples of early mosques align with Petra

This pattern is not based on a singlesque but on a body of early architecture distributed
across the Near East.

Among the mosques Gibson identifies as aligning toward Petra in their earliest construction
phases are:

1 The Ali ShrindarastMosque

1 The Mansourgreat Mosque

1 The Malek Mosque

1 The early phase of-#lqsa Mosque (Jerusalem)

These structures span different regions yet display a shared directional logic in their earliest
layouts. The consistency of this alignment, followed by a gradual and traceable shift in later
generations, suggests not accidental error but a changing reference point.

Within the framework established throughout this study, these early gibla orientations serve

Fa O2Yy@SNEBAY3I YIFIGSNAIET SOHARSYOSs O2KSNByife
environmental, and linguistic indicators rather than standing in isolation.

They reinforce the conclusion already suggested

The Masjid aHaramNB F SNNBR (2 Ay ( K SnosquNXddcga, batlard  y 2 G G|
earlier sacred centerone that aligns geographically with Petra.
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Resources for independent verification

Qibla Tool
https://nabataea.net/explore/founding_of _islam/qibtool/

Research Paper (free download):
https://nabataea.net/shop/history/letthe-stonesspeak/

These tools allow readers to examine the raw directional data themselves and assess the
pattern independently.

The 78 AH Inscription at HimaNdmoor

A further | indicator appears in an early Arabic rock inscription discovergdl & n- | f
Nomoor, west o# *, Sadidi ArabiaThe inscription is securely dated to 78 AH (&®B CE).

Y11 Gl e g logll s
&l fusy hiasn 51 s g

e 3 0] (3T G oy 98 o
sObll dif aay ol

all blyo o] 4 agiaal 5 d i
T s (o Bulgtd| Ll
S s X (e

pladl ol i ple
Opaann g el Gl

The translation of the inscriptioreads
T Alwl @ény o0d® A! 0RdzZ t nK GSAGAFASAE G(GKIFG GKSNE
1 and testifies that Mammadis the Messenger of God.
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then reiterates to those to come to testify to

that, God have mercy on-all- € € n y ®

May He forgive him and cause him to be guided to the path of Paradise
and | ask him for marytrdom in his path. A

-men.This was written in

the year the MasjidalSF NhY 61 & 0 dzA f

in the seventy eighth year.

= =4 -8 -4 -8 -4 -9

The decisive termis (buniya)-d ¢ & 0 dzA f 0 ¢
The inscription does not sagbuilt, expandedrepaired or renovated Classical Arabic
possesses clear verbs for those meanings, yet none of them are used here.

Later commentators have attempted to reinterpret this wording as referring to a renovation

or expansion of an already existing structure, usually in order to preserve the assumption

that the Masjid aHaramA y a SOOI SEA&GSR & | O2YLX SE TNR)
However, this interpretation is not supported by thvescriptionitself.

¢ KS v dzNRI y-MasjidisHatadas arfalrelady established reference point. The
inscription, however, records the building of a MasjidHalramin 78 AH, decades after the
vdzNQFYy ¢Fa NBGSIfSR®

The simplest and most textually faithful conclusion is not that the inscription is mistaken, nor
that its language is imprecise, but théte Masjid atHaramNBE F SNNBER (2 Ay (KS
identical with the mosque complex constructed in Mecca in 78 AH.

Masjid alHaramand themeaning of shatr

Having identified the location of the first Bayt, the first dwelling, as Petra, the next question
necessarily follows: where, within Petra, idvdsjid alHaramitself?

To determine which structure within Petra corresponds td/alsjid atHaram it is first
necessary to clarify what Petra itself represents. Petra is frequently mischaracterized in
popular imagination as a single monument, most commonly the Treasul§héaneh). This
reduction is misleading and obscures the true nature of the site.

In reality, Petra is an immense sacred and urban landscape extending across several square
kilometers. It contains hundreds of reckit tombs, temples, high places, water systems,
processional routes, and ritual complexes. Archaeologists agree that only a fraction of the
city has been fully excavatedhile large sectors remain unexplored or insufficiently studied.
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Wdza i a4 GKS ARSYUGAFAOFGAZY 2F tSONY AdasSt¥ N
indicators rather than reliance on a single verse, the identification-dMeaadjid atHaram
likewise demands a cumulative method.

¢KS vdzZNRIY LINRPGARSa | aSi 2F RSTFAYyAy3d OKFNFO
RAAGAYIdzA KSR FTNRY 20KSNJ Y2y dzYSyidlt NBYlIAyadod
architectural landscape through this textual framework and to determine, step by step,
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and the material evidence is then evaluated in light of those criteria.

We now turn to theversesthat explain how orientation toward &llasjid atHaramis to be
dzy RSNRG22R® ¢KSaS RANEB O (lakBagaeatt, rewsleladund S R (1 K N2 d:
pivotal term whose interpretation is crucial for the argument that follogsatr -

2:144

We see the shifting of your face in the sky; We will set for yfouad point(Qibla)that will be

LI SIFaAy3a (2 & 2dzy skt 2 ditheMidjidAt Harars and véherelzéllyoti I O S

may be, you shall all set your facestsh ithb¢ ¢K2aS ¢gK2 KI @S 6SSy 3IJ
it is the truth from their Lord. And God is not unaware of what you do.

2:149

And from wherever you go out, you shall set your facersh ~ The Masjid AHaram it is
the truth from your Lord; and God is not unaware of what you do.

2:150
And from wherever you go out, you shall set your &eer/ the Masjid AlHaram And
wherever you may be, you shall all set your fatesr/ it; that the people will have no

room for debate with you, except those of them wwinjustice You shall not be concerned
by them, but be concerned by Me; so that | may complete My blessings upon you and that
you may be guided.

Several features of these verses demand close attention

1. ORIENTATIONIS CONTINUOUS NOTOCCASIONAL
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A striking aspect of these verses lies in what they do not say. Nowhere do they mention any
specific ritual action. Instead, the language is deliberately broad amthedimpassing:

1 a2 KSNBOSN) é2dz | NB¢
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orientation as a permanent alignment
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own wording. In the text itself, the emphasis is on constant orientation

2. SHATR- p Al
The entire instruction hingesonthetershatr( 0 ® LG Aa O2YY2yfé& GNIy3:
but this rendering is imprecise and incomplete.

Classical Arabic lexicons, defstetrprimarily as:
T ahalf
T adivision into two equal parts
1 something cut through the middle
T a midpoint or bisecting line

Shatrdenotes the point that lies at the middle of something, not merely its general vicinity.
Thisiscruciatk S v dzNXQI'y R2Sa y2 dHarant e daRAlyaS | 4 'S dal IN& & A
preposition such a& f(t@). Instead, it consistently usesatr, a term that implies a midpoint,

a bisected center.

www.quran-is-fully-detailed.com


















































































































